Asset Ref No.

Stroove: Megalithic Tomb — unclassified (DG013-007)

. Built

Heritage Type

Megalithic Tomb
. OS 6-inch map sheet

Location
Townland Stroove
Parish Moville Lower
LCA Inishowen Head to Quigley’s Point
ITM Coordinates 667326/943151
NG Coordinates 267388/443169

Protection Status RMP

Condition

Substantial remains

Ownership

(if known)

Site Description

This monument is named 'Stones' on the original OS 6-inch map (1833) and 'Standing
Stones' on the edition of 1847-8. It stands on a terrace of arable land on a relatively steep
SE-facing slope 1.3km SW of Inishowen Head. The site commands an extensive view
northward and eastward out to sea and south-eastward across Lough Foyle.

The visible remains comprise two tall upright stones, standing roughly in line and
orientated ENE-WSW. The stones are 0.3m apart and equal in height. The western one is
1.55m high, and the eastern is 1.5m high. Closeby to the W a roadside wall runs N-S and to
the N of the site turns eastward to form the entranceway to a modern dwelling-house.

According to an entry in an OS Revision Name Book (1847-8), these stones formed part of a
'druidical sepulchre' known as 'Dermot and Grania's Bed', and an accompanying sketch of
what appears to be a megalithic gallery seems to confirm this. A copy of this sketch is
reproduced below. The caption reads: 'Two stones forming portion of a druidical sepulchre
generally termed Dermot and Grania's bed but in this case “The Standing Stones” is the
only name it is known by—from the sketch below it can be seen what the thing has been'.

The orientation of the gallery is not indicated on the sketch but can be gauged from the
position of the two surviving stones. It lay open to the ENE, its northern and southern sides
apparently parallel and of equal length, with a backstone, rounded in profile, at the WSW.
Two stones formed the S side of the structure, and four the N side. The outer two stones at
the N side are the two described above. Comparison of the outline of these stones with
their depiction on the OS sketch indicates that the top of the eastern one has been
damaged in the intervening period. It is also clear from the sketch that the extant stones
were considerably taller than the other structural stones. The sketch lacks a scale, but it is
clear that together the surviving stones represented half the length of the gallery, which
can thus be calculated to have been c. 5m. Only the two stones now visible were apparent
by 1900, according to an OS 1:2,500 Name Book of that year. Colhoun (1995) noted some
loose stones at the site in 1943.
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The feature shown on the OS sketch may be all or part of an ENE-facing gallery, perhaps of
a court tomb. It cannot, however, be reliably classified on the available evidence.

Landscape Context Set within good grazing land, approximately 8km northeast of Moville. It is close to a
(setting) number of detached houses, some of which were built within the last 10 years.

Site Appraisal The site contains substantial remains, though it cannot e classified.

Sensitivity This site is located close to a number of dwelling houses, some of which have been built in

recent times. There is some potential for human interference.

Associations

This site is not directly associated with any contemporary sites. The closest RMP sites
appear to be early Medieval in date, however there is a standing stone (DG022-005 located
approximately 5km southwest in Ballybrack and a Court tomb (DG012-027) located
approximately 6km northwest in Meenletterbale.

Recommendations
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Location Map (www.archaeology.ie)
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Location Map — close up (www.archaeology.ie)
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1% edition OS map c. 1830 (www.osi.ie)
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