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Asset Ref No.  Mongavlin:  Fortified House (DG063-009) 

Heritage Type Built 

 Late Medieval Site 

Location  OS 6-inch map sheet 063 

Townland Mongavlin 

Parish Taughboyne 

LCA  River Deele to Lifford 

ITM Coordinates 635060, 906422 

NG Coordinates 235116, 406432 

Protection Status RMP 

Condition  Poor 

Ownership  

(if known) 
 

Site Description 
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Landscape Context 

(setting) 
Sited on good pastureland on banks of river Foyle, with good views over same and eastern 

(NI) side of river LCA area.  

Site Appraisal The site of Mongavlin Castle, lands and house is stated to be in the ownership of the Marquis 

of Abercorn and occupied by Robert Alexander in Griffiths Valuation (1847-1864) – see 

mapping and table below. An interesting site, it is a somewhat rare example of a fortified 

house of the plantation period located within the LCA area.  

 

 
 

 



Appendix 1:  St. Johnston ~ Lifford 

Mongavlin:  Fortified House (DG063-009) Page 3 of 5 

Sensitivity In ruins, this site is subject to wall collapse and is in a poor state.   

Associations Townland name is also Mongavlin. Farm complex located to the north, indicated on 1
st

 ed OS. 

Remains of the Great Northern Railway line traverses along the riverbank adjacent the castle 

site.  

Recommendations This site is in a poor state of repair. In an idyllic setting on the banks of the River Foyle, it has 

fair potential as a demonstration site for use of the landscape setting to facilitate its fortified 

purpose, its plantation connections as well as the problems that are encountered when 

dealing with ruined stone-built sites that suffer decay.  

Mapping 

 
Present-day mapping extract (www.osi.ie)  
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Present-day aerial view extract (www.osi.ie)  

 
Extract from 1

st
 edition OS map (1820-1840) 
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Extract from 2

nd
 OS map (1890s - 1900s) 

References 
http://www.archaeology.ie 

Plates  

Additional Notes 
 

 


