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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The Heritage Asset Audit is one part of the Foyle Landscape Project, a study and celebration 

of the shared heritage of the Foyle basin, from Magilligan to Newtownstewart.   

The audit is the most significant element of the study providing the substance from which a 

number of further outputs are to be generated.  These include: a directory of easily 

accessible resources from which information about heritage can be found; a series of 

heritage and tourist routes; pilot conservation projects and a wide range of other heritage 

projects connected the Foyle basin.  

Most of the information in this document is not new, but for the first time, has been 

selected and presented together in a single resource.  This resource is organised to reflect 

the spatial organisation of the natural landscape allowing direct comparison of visual and 

written media with the physical experience of passing through the Lough Foyle and river 

basin.  At each section of this metaphorical journey, the various media through which 

heritage can be experienced are also brought into play, so that the landscape is not simply 

represented as a container for objects but is interpreted through the factors which shaped 

it, the plants and animals which it supports and the human activities for which it has 

provided a stage.  This layered approach enables a deeper understanding of the landscape 

itself and the factors which have shaped objects within the context of their landscape 

setting.   

The range of such a task is potentially as great as the landscape that is being portrayed and a 

strict framework has been established to provide a structure for this study.  Inevitably, this 

approach must be selective and the heritage features that have been highlighted prompt 

new questions and new paths for investigation.  Like the taster menu, the project is 

conceived as the start of a longer relationship with the Foyle landscape; one is introduced to 

what is on offer, allowing informed choices for further investigation to be made in future. 

The aim is to make information about heritage accessible and to direct people to the 

resources to find out more. 

Like any audit, the aim has been to provide a methodical investigation that will assist in 

determining the state of the assets in question; in this case it is the heritage within the area 

that is being studied.  The notion that heritage is comprised of assets is important, reflecting 

that heritage has a value and is to be protected.   It also suggests that the heritage, which 

determines regional identity as embodied in our shared landscapes and culture, is a tool for 
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doing business.  This is particularly relevant in terms of cultural tourism where heritage is 

the substance without which there would be no product to promote. 

The audit has exposed the wealth of assets that are available to us in this region.  It has also 

revealed some of the threats to this wealth through inadvertent damage either through 

neglect, lack of resources or lack of recognition.  It is hoped that the recommendations that 

have been made in the study and the follow up activities that it generates will address these 

revelations to the profit of the region as a whole. 
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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Purpose of Study 

The study has been commissioned by the Foyle Civic Trust and is intended to address a 

number of gaps in our knowledge about the historic built and natural environment. The 

study is part of a larger project relating to the landscape of the Foyle as a whole.  The 

purpose of this element ƛǎ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǘŀƪŜ ŀƴ ŀǳŘƛǘ ƻŦ άǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ŀǎǎŜǘǎέ ǘƻ ŀǎǎƛǎǘ ƛƴ 

the development of an evidence base to inform policy and to promote collaboration and 

joint working in the Foyle Valley. 

The study has collated information available from several sources and brought it together to 

provide an overview of the heritage assets that survive.  Whilst making reference to major 

features such as the Derry city walls the emphasis on this project has been to identify 

features which, whilst modest in scale, may be significant to local communities and at the 

same time have the potential to be strategically important for the development of 

community participation and visitor enjoyment in the rural districts of the Foyle Basin. 

The format of the study, which is broken down into a number of Landscape Character Areas 

ό[/!ΩǎύΣ ƛǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ heritage features which have been identified with the 

specific context of their landscape setting.  This is important as the significance of a site is 

often to do with an accumulation of small features or the influence that the heritage feature 

may have in the wider landscape.  This influence may not only be physical or visual but may 

be present in local oral history and local cultural tradition. 

Information about these significant heritage features is critical in promoting their future 

protection and information sources have also been identified as significant assets in their 

own right. 

Many of the physical heritage assets that have been identified in the study are under threat 

by lack of financial and technical resources to protect and conserve them. There is also a lack 

of community awareness or reluctance to engage in heritage conservation practices or 

involvement in policy making because of a perceived difficulty in obtaining information or 

due to sensitivity in exploring the legacy of the past.  

The project is timed to take advantage of an evolving political and social landscape to 

develop a reference point that will be of use in the development of future policy in the 

region with the Foyle and its shared heritage at its centre and will also increase the capacity 
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of the people of the Foyle Valley to participate in the Derry~Londonderry City of Culture 

2013. 

1.2 Objectives of the Audit 

The following is a summary of the project brief. 

The brief called for the audit to provide an overview of information that is currently 

available from many different sources.  The collation of information relating to the region in 

a single documentary source is to provide directions for those seeking to find out more; 

assist in making information more accessible and facilitate coordinated policy making in 

relation to the Foyle Valley landscape.  

From the outset the audit material was also intended to form the basis for the production of 

a directory or other appropriate means of information dissemination and visitor trail map 

which is understandable and accessible to a wide range of users including land-owners, rural 

dwellers, heritage interest groups and public agencies.  The recommendation section of the 

document suggests ways in which this might be achieved as well as providing other 

suggestions which have arisen in the course of the study suggested by the nature of the 

material itself or as a result of the public consultation process. 

The scope of the audit is required to include significant built, natural and cultural heritage 

assets that contribute to the landscape character of the study area. 

The audit is to be linked to the Northern Ireland Environment Agency landscape character 

structure but give time-depth to our understanding of the contemporary landscape, not just 

in relation to sites and monuments but also the historical context of current land uses which 

are established in the region.  

The findings of the study will identify the forces of change that are currently operating in the 

landscape and influence the effect of these. It will also be a tool of community engagement, 

awareness, outreach and education to build upon for community heritage audits and further 

work. It will identify what is at risk and make communities aware of this and therefore make 

a major statement of the Foyle Valley as a heritage asset in historical, natural environment, 

social and economic terms.  

The audit is also intended to support: 

o Implementation of the European landscape Convention at a local and regional level 
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o Improvement of public awareness, appreciation and understanding of the historic 

character of areas and places as a key part of local distinctiveness and sense of 

identity 

o Improvement of public awareness and understanding of the environmental 

importance (at a national and global level) of the River, Lough and wetland areas as 

another key element of local distinctiveness and sense of identity 

o Provision of a robust basis for covering heritage issues in drafting local or regional 

development plans 

o Consideration of suitable locations for large-scale infrastructure projects including 

roads, bridges, hydropower plants etc. Highlight inappropriate locations for such 

developments and emphasise relevant ecological considerations 

o Assessments of interactions between heritage, wildlife and landscape features in 

Environmental Assessments of major developments 

o Targeting of landscape management initiatives, agri-environment schemes, rural 

regeneration, farm diversification and woodland expansion 

o Assisting development of design guidelines for a wide range of developments from 

expansion of settlements and one-off rural housing to windfarms, with the focus on 

environmental sustainability  

o Input to heritage strategies, local action plans and tourism strategies 

o Preparation of conservation and management plans for various designations 

o Historical, environmental and archaeological research into changing landscape at 

local and regional level  

1.3 Project Team 

A multidisciplinary team, led by Duncan McLaren of Dedalus Architecture, has been 

appointed to undertake this audit project.  The project team comprised the following 

companies and individuals: 

DEDALUS ARCHITECTURE is a Grade 1 accredited conservation practice, established by 

Duncan McLaren in 2001.  The practice is based in County Donegal and provides 

architectural and consultancy services throughout Ireland.  In addition to general 

architectural services, the office specialises in work with existing and historic buildings, 

including conservation, repair and adaptive reuse.  Consultancy services include research, 

writing for publication and policy development. 
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5ǳƴŎŀƴ aŎ[ŀǊŜƴ ǿŀǎ ŀǳǘƘƻǊ ƻŦ άPlantation Architecture and Landscape in Derry and 

5ƻƴŜƎŀƭέ one of a series of three booklets published jointly by the Donegal County Museum 

and Derry City Council Heritage & Museum Service to commemorate the 400th anniversary 

of the Plantation of Ulster.  Included in a wide ranging portfolio of conservation projects, 

Duncan has also been involved in the study and repair of a number of late Medieval 

ecclesiastical and military structures. 

 

Duncan has been on the panel of conservation advisors to the Heritage Council since 2002 

ŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ƭƛǾŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ƻǾŜǊƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ [ƻǳƎƘ CƻȅƭŜ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ мл ȅŜŀǊǎΦ  5ǳƴŎŀƴΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ 

this project is to act as project manager and editor. 

 

JOHN CRONIN & ASSOCIATES provide planning, archaeological, conservation and heritage 

services to government agencies, local authorities, private developers and the third sector. 

John Cronin, the Managing Director, has over eighteen years professional experience in both 

the public and private sectors. John Cronin & Associates has a reputation among its clients 

for the delivery of innovative, pragmatic and sustainable solutions in the areas of 

archaeology, urban and building conservation and heritage management. In addition to its 

core staff and expertise, the firm draws on a nationwide set of offices and highly respected 

specialists in the areas of archaeology, architecture, ecology and industrial heritage.   

 

RALPH SHEPPARD is a former lecturer in ecology at Bristol Polytechnic and an ecological 

consultant for more than 30 years.  His work has included ecological reports on several 

pipeline, road and powerline projects, and for more than 20 proposed windfarms.  Recent 

work has also included the selection for Coillte Teoranta of 170 areas to be managed for 

biodiversity.  Ralph is author of, what was between 1994 and 2005, the standard reference 

on Irish wetland birds and bird sites (LǊŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ ²ŜǎǘƭŀƴŘ ²ŜŀƭǘƘΥ ǘƘŜ ōƛǊŘƭƛŦŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜǎǘǳŀǊƛŜǎΣ 

lakes coasts, rivers, bogs and turloughs of Ireland.  1993. Irish Wildbird Conservancy), and 

has established a database of 50,000 Donegal wildlife records.  Output from this has 

included a website mapping the distributions of almost 400 moth species in Donegal, with 

photos of each (www.skylark.ie/donegalmoths). Ralph is also a member of the Designated 

Areas Appeals Advisory Board and the vice-county recorder for Vice County 35 (west 

Donegal) for the Botanical Society of the British Isles. 
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MIKE WALDVOGEL is a Landscape Architect who has chosen to focus his working portfolio 

on landscape planning, cultural landscape heritage and community improvement projects. 

He finds that this umbrella of work keeps him in touch with the wider community by being 

able to guide future development while fostering public education in the benefits of 

landscape analysis.  He has been facilitating community training workshops intermittently 

since 2001. 

 

Forestbird Design opened in 2009 as a sole trading company with the intent that Mike can 

be selective in his work and provide clients with senior expertise through all phases of a 

project; resulting in comprehensive, well-designed, realistic projects.  Mike has completed 

training in Landscape Character Assessment with The Heritage Council (September 2010). 

 

Prior to opening his own consultancy, Mike played key design and masterplanning roles in 

well respected landscape firms (Office of Cheryl Barton, San Francisco, 1999-2004) and 

(Brady Shipman Martin, Cork, 2004-2009).  

 
Collaboration 

In collaboration with one another, Dedalus Architecture and John Cronin & Associates have 

undertaken several survey projects in County Donegal on behalf of Donegal County Council; 

these include: 

- An Assessment of the Settings of Historic Buildings & Associated Structures & 

Traditional Landscape Character in Co. Donegal;  

- Survey of Clachans, Co. Donegal; 

- Survey of Mills & Mill Sites; 

- Survey of Booley Huts & Sites. 

1.4 Study Area 

The overall study area is referred to throughout the document as the Foyle Basin.  This 

description, which implies the entire catchment area of the Foyle, is not strictly correct.   

Whilst the study could be extended to the entire basin, the term is used in this case to refer 

to the overall study area to avoid confusion with other terms such as the Foyle Valley which 

is a separate Landscape Character Area in its own right. 

The geographic focus of this project is the Foyle corridor from the mouth of Lough Foyle in 

the north, along the river Foyle through Derry along the river Mourne and lower part of the 
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river Strule and finishing south of Strabane at Newtownstewart where the valley mouth 

closes at Bessy Bell and Mary Grey Mountains. These are the rural areas of the Derry City 

Council, Strabane District Council, and Limavady District Council. 

1.5 Divisions 

The project methodology has been informed by the European Landscape Convention.   The 

European Landscape Convention, also known as the Florence Convention, was initiated by 

the Congress of Regional and Local Authorities of the Council of Europe. The Convention is 

aimed at: the protection, management and planning of all landscapes and raising awareness 

of the value of a living landscape.    

Landscapes continue beyond political or administrative boundaries and a collective 

approach is needed to manage resources over a geographical region.  In common with many 

other parts of Europe, policy within this study area needs to consider several administrative 

regions, which in this area are four local authority administrative areas and an international 

boundary 

In order to develop this landscape based approach in a coherent way, the Northern Ireland 

Environment Agency (NIEA), has completed a map in which the entire province of Northern 

Ireland has been systematically divided up into 130 distinct character areas.  The study uses 

the extent and naming of these areas as chapters in the document. 

It was an ambition of the brief to consider breaking these areas down further into smaller 

more manageable areas with distinctive characteristics.  We have considered an initial 

subdivision in relation to each landscape area, however in presenting this document we 

have deliberately retained the LCA framework provided in order to avoid making too many 

subdivisions which would risk losing sight of the whole.   The LCA areas could be broken 

down further in the course of future work; where the requirement to retain an overview 

may be less important. 

Whilst the predetermined LCA areas have been retained as a framework for the study, in 

many places we have stepped outside the boundaries in order to better understand the 

historic settlement within an area.  In the city of Derry~Londonderry itself an additional area 

has been created which, due to the density of information, whilst not as detailed the 

outlying rural areas is designed to highlight the influences of the city in the landscape 

beyond. 
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Figure 1:  NIEA identified LCAs within the study area: 1 ς Magilligan Lowlands; 2 ς Foyle 

Alluvial Plain; 3 ς Derry Slopes; 4 ς Burngibbagh & Drumahoe; 5 ς Foyle Valley
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2 AUDIT METHODOLOGY 

As with any audit process the findings represent the availability of information at a specific 

moment in time as well as the concerns of the individuals conducting the review.  Whilst no 

bias is intended, it is inevitable that assets will have been overlooked or their value not 

recognised.  The impact of this on the study has been moderated by the inputs from the 

membership of The Foyle Civic Trust steering Group who have directed the study and 

through a process of public consultation.  Further responses are likely from users of the 

document or through additions where more information becomes available in future.  

Proposals within the recommendations section of the document are intended to ensure that 

the audit continues to be relevant.  An important concern is that elements of the material 

are made available in digital form so that they may be supplemented in future to address 

perceived shortfalls and to accommodate new concerns and subject areas and continuing 

input from users of the document and members of the public. 

2.1 Identification of Sources 

From the outset we have chosen to focus on sources of information that are easily available, 

particularly digital references that are increasing almost daily.  These resources are already 

available to anyone with a personal computer or smartphone.  Highlighting the principal 

digital information resources relating to the heritage assets of the Foyle Basin will further 

increase their accessibility. 

We have also made reference the major authoritative texts and archive resources relating to 

specific heritage assets which can be referred to by those seeking additional information.  

We have edited the potential list of publications considerably to draw attention to those 

sources which we have found to be particularly relevant.  Undoubtedly this resource may be 

reviewed as new studies become available or others gain in popularity in the future. 

As is the convention, we have provided sources or copyright information relating to 

materials that we have used in this document.  References are for primary source 

documents wherever possible; references from secondary source documents refer to the 

primary material where this has been given otherwise the secondary source has been 

provided.  In addition to giving credit to the originators of intellectual material these 

references should allow those interested to more easily investigate a subject further.  Maps 

are reproduced in accordance with OSI & OSNI copyright licences.  It is noted consents may 
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need to be sought for use of any 3rd party materials for publication or use in a public website 

or other public circulation outside the context of this initial audit document. 

2.2 Pilot Study Area 

In order to determine what information is available and how the information gathered by 

the project might be represented, our first task was to carry out a pilot study relating to a 

single relatively manageable area.  Magilligan Lowlands was selected as it represented both 

the start and the finish of the Foyle as well as being a relatively manageable size generating 

relatively smaller amounts of data. 

2.3 Selection & Organisation of Data 

The investigation of each area has been undertaken by looking at the view point of each 

Landscape /ƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ !ǊŜŀ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴŀƭ ΨŦƛƭǘŜǊǎΩΦ 

These views include existing physical landscape characteristics; historical change; historical 

cultural divisions, natural, cultural and built landscapes and have been recorded in a variety 

of means in written and visual forms. 

None of these filters on its own can give a full understanding of the nature of the area or the 

extent and value of its heritage; but the accumulation of these is able to generate a more 

complete understanding. 

A number of specific categories were developed once the material available for the 

Magilligan Lowlands area had been established.  These were reviewed and then applied 

methodically to sites throughout the entire study area. 

The categories that we have developed were initially based on recommendation of Dr 

Patrick J. Duffy from Exploring the History and Heritage of Irish Landscapes. Four Courts 

Press (2007).  These have been developed to suit the specific requirements of the brief to 

bring together information from the readily available resources as follows: 

o Landscape Character Area ς this is the area established by the Northern Ireland 

Environment Agency (NIEA) and includes a map and written description taken 

directly from NIEA documentation.  Whilst the limits of the study are based on LCA 

extents; certain elements of the significant assets identified are located outside 

these and have been included as they are relevant to historic landscape usage. 

o Historic Landscape Character ς this is our observation based on an overview of 

documentation accumulated within the study and the factors which have shaped 

the landscape of the area in the past.  
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o Historical natural landscapes; geology ς this includes written description taken 

directly from NIEA documentation and examples of geological  map sources.  

o Historical natural landscapes; ecology ς this includes written description taken 

directly from NIEA documentation, mapping of protected sites, information on 

significant species and trees and an analysis of the ecology written by ecologist 

Ralph Sheppard. 

o Historical cultural landscape; Barony ς a map showing the extent of Baronies to 

allow comparison with the LCA area and the potential relationship of areas of 

control established in the Medieval period within the landscape. 

o Historical cultural landscape; Civil Parishes ς a map showing the extent of Civil 

Parishes to allow comparison with the LCA area  and the potential relationship of 

areas of control established in the Medieval period, within the landscape. 

o Historical cultural landscape; Townlands ς a map showing the extent of Townlands, 

also largely established in the Medieval period, within the LCA area and the 

relationship of these with the landscape.  This relationship is further examined by a 

review of the townland names. 

o Historical cultural & built landscape; historical survival ς a review of details from a 

selection of the most important historical maps and a consideration of the survival 

of significant features within the landscape today. 

o Administration ς Poor Law Union, Dispensary Districts & District Electoral Divisions ς 

a map showing 19th & 20th century administrative divisions to explain the 

distribution of institutional buildings. 

o Population change ς a consideration of the impact of population change within the 

study area on the landscape. 

o Historical cultural & built landscape; landed estates ς historical mapping and 

documentation showing the extent and influence of the significant landed estates in 

the landscape. 

o Historical built landscape; Urban Settlement ς historical mapping and 

documentation showing the development of urban landscapes. 

o Historical built landscape; significant sites ς this is a list of the built heritage assets 

including archaeology which have been identified in the study.  The majority of 

these are collated from separate NIEA databases with a limited number of additional 

sites identified through the consultation process. 

o Map & Key to significant heritage assets ς map showing the distribution and type of 

the significant assets identified in the study. 

o Visual Landscape: Spatial Context ς Photography & digital imagery describing the 

landscape shape and enclosure. 
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o Visual Landscape: Painting Maps & Images ς historical and recent visual imagery 

used to describe the landscape within the study area. 

o Written Landscape: prose, poem & song ς verbal descriptions of the landscape 

within the study area. 

o Review of findings & recommendations ς a review specific to the individual 

Landscape Character Area. 

It was clear, even prior to commencing this process that it would not be possible to collate 

and analyse all of the available information in the study area and therefore it would be 

necessary to be selective.  As we have already stated, whilst we have benefited greatly  from 

the inputs from the Foyle Civic Trust steering committee and responses from public 

consultation,  we must take responsibility for the selections that have been made.  The 

benefit of the process adopted is that it is methodical and allows further development 

through the future addition of information to existing categories and the addition of new 

categories.   

2.4 Asset Data Sheets 

A large proportion of readers are unlikely to be familiar with the significant built heritage 

assets that are identified through the above process.  Some photographs are included to 

show the nature of the sites in relation to their setting.  Further information is also provided 

in the form of asset data sheets for the most significant sites.  As well as providing 

information about the location and description of the site some analysis is included of its 

condition, its setting and potential as a resource for tourism.   

These sheets are included in an appendix at the end of the document and are designed that 

additional sheets or information can be added over time.  The design of the sheets and the 

inclusion of map coordinates allows for the future use of the information to be made 

available online using Geographic Information System (GIS) mapping which allows sites to be 

selected on a map and the data sheet information to be accessed.  

2.5 Consultation & Establishment of Significance 

! ǊŜŎǳǊǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳŜ ƛƴ ŀƴȅ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ άǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘέΦ  hǳǊ 

initial response to this has been to determine what the heritage assets are and then to 

consider their importance.  In doing so it is clear that sites may be significant due to their 

rarity or their size.  We have also found that features that are not necessarily important 
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when considered in isolation become very important when seen as part of a group or a 

wider network. 

Significance also varies in relation to different communities and individuals; hence the 

importance of the consultations undertaken in the report. 

The appendix includes reference to those who have been consulted for purposes of this 

study.  Not all of these have responded to our initial contacts; others who have may wish to 

make further input into the future.  In some cases we have started but not finished 

conversations due to the time constraints of the project.  We are very happy to follow these 

up in the future and would envisage that further response is likely follow completion of the 

document. 

2.6 Public Presentation  

A public presentation of the findings of this study will be made to raise awareness of its 

existence and its use in relation to the other objectives of the Foyle Landscape Project as 

whole.  

We would envisage that the information resource will be developed further in the future as 

feedback is received. 
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3 HERITAGE ASSETS ς SIGNIFICANT THEMES 

A number of significant themes have been identified that are common throughout several of 

the individual landscape areas. In order to reduce the amount of repetition between 

descriptions of each landscape area, a brief synopsis has been prepared in relation to each 

of the identified themes and their impact on the landscape.  We have had to make some 

generalisation for the purposes of illustration; this section of document is intended to 

provide a useful overview that will assist readers.   

The following are the principal themes identified: 

o The natural state ς Geology & Habitats 

o Prehistory 

o Medieval: Early Church 

o Settlement patterns ς Parishes & Townlands 

o Viking Raids 

o Later Medieval Period ς Irish Lordships 

o 5ƻŎǿǊŀΩǎ Military Campaign 

o Plantation, Rebellion & Suppression 

o The Jacobite Wars & the Siege of Derry 

o The Development of Towns 

o ¢ƘŜ άŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘέ Church & Dissenters  

o [ŀƴŘƭƻǊŘǎ  ŀƴŘ !ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ άLƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘέ 

o Napoleonic  Defences 

o Administrative Structures & Reforms: Institutions 

o Famine & Emigration 

o Industry: raw materials to finished products ς fishing, agriculture, milling, linen, 

shirt making 

o Transport: railways, roads & canals 

o 20th Century Development 

o Lough Foyle & World War 2 

o ¢ƘŜ ά¢ǊƻǳōƭŜǎέ 

o The Future: Rebuilding; Road Development & Infrastructure; Climate Change and 

Opportunity 
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3.1 The Natural State ς Geology & Habitats 

Overview of the Natural State: written by Ralph Sheppard 

There is huge diversity in the features of interest on the Northern Ireland side of the Foyle 

Basin.  From the cliffs of Binevenagh, with its Arctic/Alpine plant community, to the ancient 

oak woodlands of the Mourne, Strule and Owenkillew valleys, and from the Atlantic coast 

and sand dunes of Magilligan, through the vast mud expanses of Lough Foyle, to the 

sparkling upland waters of the Owenkillew River. 

Much of these important semi-natural1 habitat types are under the protection of various 

conservation designations.  The national designation (Area of Special Scientific Interest) 

underpins the European Special Area of Conservation (Habitats Directive) and Special 

Protection Area (Birds Directive), so European sites will almost always have the national 

designation as well.  The international Ramsar designation for wetlands and wetland bird 

species is independent, but usually overlaps with SPAs.  

 Areas of Local Conservation Interest and NGO reserves may not hold anything of sufficient 

importance to justify a national or European designation, but they are stepping stones of 

species (and gene) flow, helping to maintain the viability of much of the background 

biodiversity in the bigger sites.  They are also, of course, reservoirs of biodiversity in their 

own right.  The Woodland Trust manages Prehen Wood.  The Ulster Wildlife Trust manages 

the Umbra, part of the great Magilligan sand dune complex, and for a time managed the 

Strabane Glen ASSI, noted for its Red Squirrels.  The inter-tidal mudflats  on Lough Foyle are 

a reserve of The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB). 

Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty are larger, more diluted areas of natural interest.  And 

although these, and the small County Parks, have more of a recreational focus, both help to 

protect the semi-natural habitats which underpinned their selection in the first place. 

However, the qualifying standards which justify all these designations often allow important 

features to slip through the net.  The intensive agricultural flat lands of the Foyle Alluvial 

Plain should be at least partly designated as an SPA, but are not.  The same applies to the 

similar habitat at Grange, in the Foyle Valley.  Both these areas are of importance to swans 

and geese, and to some other waterfowl species - all of them very vulnerable to human 

                                                           

1
 As all habitats have at some time in their history been interfered with and modified by human 

activity, they are usually referred to as semi-natural, rather than natural ς even when evidence of 

human interference is hard to detect. 
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pressures, and unlikely to persist without some measure of consideration by the farming 

community and the general public. 

These concerns are not nit-picking.  Planning tends to pay due heed to official designations 

only.  So while Grange has been saved from destruction by the proposed new A5 route, it is 

probably only the deflection caused by the need to avoid the much smaller, but ASSI 

designated McKŜŀƴΩǎ aƻǎǎΣ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ǎŀǾŜŘ  ƛǘΦ 

Of even greater importance is the need to maintain biodiversity in the general countryside, 

between the relatively small and isolated conservation sites.  These will undoubtedly 

continue to lose many previously widespread species as their populations become 

increasingly fragmented by developments.  Fragmentation and degradation of the 

countryside is increasing all the time through urban sprawl, agricultural intensification, new 

road and power line routes, and more recently through wind-farm construction ς done, 

ironically, in the name of environmental conservation.  Wind-farms, although outside our 

area, hover over it, and are having an increasing impact on the biodiversity of the Foyle 

watershed.  There is a serious debate needed about the needs of the planet, in this case the 

need to reduce global warming through the burning of fossil fuels, and the need for all 

regions of the planet to protect their own local environments.  The Foyle catchment, like 

anywhere else, is greatly in need of an over-arching policy which puts environmental 

conservation at the heart of its planning and development.  But in doing so, it will have to 

resolve these conflicts between local and global needs.  Ultimately the two goals should not 

be in conflict, and if they are, it is indicative of a poorly thought-out strategy for reducing the 

ƴŜƎŀǘƛǾŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻŦ ƘǳƳŀƴ ŎƛǾƛƭƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴŜǘΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴ ƭƛŦŜ ƛƴ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ς 

including us. 

While the imperative of saving the planet needs to underpin everything we do, it should not 

take away from the enjoyment to be had from experiencing the natural world in our own 

local area.  Indeed, it can be argued that the first step in bringing global and local needs into 

line, is to experience the beauty and wonder of the natural world, particularly in areas 

where it is still functioning as it should ς our native habitats, and the sites dedicated to 

conserving them. 
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3.2 The Prehistoric Period 

The earliest settlers 

The earliest signs of human activity in Ireland appears to date from the Early Mesolithic (or 

Early Stone Age) period, some 9000 years ago (7000 ς 5500 BC2). Indeed, one of the most 

notable recorded early Mesolithic settlement sites in Ireland is located in Co. Derry at Mount 

Sandel, situated south of Coleraine on a bluff overlooking the valley of the River Bann.  

Mesolithic people were Stone Age hunters, fishers and gatherers, living on the coastline and 

along rivers, but with no knowledge of farming. They used flint and other stones to 

manufacture sharp tools (Anderson 1993, 35-8) and their settlements can now be identified 

by locating scatters of discarded stone tools, and the debris from their manufacture, in 

ploughed fields. No sites of Mesolithic date have so far been discovered in the identified 

Foyle Valley LCAs study area however this does not negate the possibility that such sites 

exist at a sub-surface level. In this period hunter-gatherers are thought to have been utilising 

the resources of both the coastal zone and the rivers and lakes.  As such, it is likely that the 

areas of the lough and river Foyle, river Faughan and river Deele and their surroundings 

acted as an important marine resource and means of transportation through the terrain 

during this period.   

The first farmers 

There was a decisive change in the economy of prehistoric Ireland shortly after 4000 BC, a 

change which traditionally has been considered one of the characteristic features of the 

Neolithic period. The Neolithic (or New Stone Age) period represents the arrival and 

establishment of agriculture as the principal form of economic subsistence. Over successive 

generations, farmers either moved slowly across Europe or had influenced local hunter-

gathering populations to adopt the new economy (Mallory and McNeill 1991, 29).  By c. 

4500 BC farming communities existed along the Atlantic coast of Europe and soon 

afterwards they began to appear in Britain and Ireland (ibid.).  The nature of the agricultural 

economy would have allowed for the new farmers to live in permanent settlements all year 

long (in marked contrast to the nomadic lives of the hunter-gatherers) who preferred 

sheltered places near quality water sources. As a consequence of the new way of life, new 

                                                           

2 ¢ƘŜ ŀƴƴƻǘŀǘƛƻƴ ./ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ Ψ.ŜŦƻǊŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎΣ ōŜŦƻǊŜ Anno Domini (AD) and the Christian Calendar, of which the present 

year is 2012 AD. For example, a date of 4000BC means 4000 years before the birth of Christ, or 6012 years ago.  
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site-types begin to appear in the archaeological record during this period. These include 

substantial Neolithic, permanent settlement house-types such as those recorded within the 

5ŜǊǊȅ {ƭƻǇŜǎ ŀƴŘ CƻȅƭŜ !ƭƭǳǾƛŀƭ tƭŀƛƴ [/!Ωǎ ŀǘ Thornhill, Caw, Lough Enagh and Upper 

Campsey townlands. This region of Ireland is notable for the exceptionally high 

concentration of recorded Neolithic settlements and is likely to have direct association to 

the landscape within the Foyle Valley, principally the proximity to fertile alluvial plains and 

access to water sources. Pre-bog field systems are also characteristic of the beginnings of 

land divisions during this period, for which there is evidence at Gortmellan townland in the 

Burngibbagh and Drumahoe LCA.        

 

 

Figure 2:  Upper Campsey: Neolithic houses found during course of works on A2 Dualling 

Scheme 

 

Death and burial 

A characteristic of Neolithic farming communities on the Atlantic margins of Europe was the 

practice of burial in communal tombs. The principal component of these tombs is a burial 

chamber constructed usually of large unhewn stones (megaliths) and covered by a mound of 

earth or stones. The dead, inhumed or cremated, were placed in the chamber, often 

accompanied by grave goods such as pottery vessels and flint arrowheads. In Ireland four 

main types of megalithic tomb have been identified: court-tombs, portal-tombs, passage-

tombs and wedge-tombs.  The first three types are earlier in date (pre-2000 BC) whilst the 
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wedge tombs are latest in the series (c. 2000BC ς 1000BC). All but the passage tomb type 

are represented within the Foyle Valley LCA in exceptionally large numbers, this dense 

concentration being a notable area for the distribution of same within Ireland overall.  

The arrival of metal 

Metalworking arrived in the region about 4000 years ago and the change associated with 

this development is reflected in a move from large communal tombs to individual burials in 

small pits or stone cists. A characteristic of the earlier Bronze Age in Ireland is the 

emergence of a distinctive burial custom, often ǘŜǊƳŜŘ ǘƘŜ ΨǎƛƴƎƭŜ ōǳǊƛŀƭ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴΩ ό²ŀŘŘŜƭƭ 

1990; Waddell 1991) which was part of a wider European milieu.  In the initial stages of this 

tradition both inhumation and cremation were practised. Burial in cairns (stone mounds), 

barrows and tumuli (earthen mounds) or cists (box-like and slab-built burial compartments) 

was fairly common. There is a recorded cairn with cist located at Ballymagroarty in the 

Derry Slopes LCA further indicating the human settlement of the region during this period. 

The results from excavations suggest a long tradition for these classes of monument ranging 

in date from the Neolithic to Early Bronze Age times.   

A sacred landscape 

As the Bronze Age progressed (c.3000-1500BC) other stone built monuments were 

constructed and are numerous in the northern region such as stone circles, stone rows, 

boulder burials and standing stones. Single upright stones are a common feature of the Irish 

countryside and are known by various names (gállan, dállan, leachtΣ ƭƻƴƎ ǎǘƻƴŜ ŜǘŎΦύ όhΩYŜƭƭȅ 

1989, 228-9).  They are not all necessarily of one period or serving the same purpose. Some 

have been shown to mark prehistoric burials while others may have had a commemorative 

or ritual function, or served as boundary markers or position posts along ancient routeways 

(Buckley & Sweetman 1991, 73).  The vast majority of standing stones have their long axis 

north-east/south-west, which suggests a close affinity with stone rows and pairs, which 

share the same orientation pattern. There are many examples of standing stones located 

throughout the identified LCAs, most notably that at Avish in Burngibbagh and Drumahoe 

LCA. Circles of stones built for ritualistic or ceremonial purposes form a distinctive group in 

the megalithic tradition that spread over much of Britain and Ireland in Late Neolithic/Early 

Bronze Age times for which there are also dense concentrations in the northern region of 

Ireland.   

In comparison with the Bronze Age, the evidence for the Iron Age activity in Ireland is 

somewhat more scant. The later first millennium BC and the early centuries AD are amongst 
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the most obscure in Irish prehistoric archaeology (Waddell 1998, 279). There is general 

agreement that the development of an iron technology was a significant factor in the 

eventual demise of bronze working on a large scale, but how, why and when this came 

about in Ireland is far from clear (ibidΦύΦ ²ŀŘŘŜƭƭ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ΨŘƻƳŜǎǘƛŎ ƻŎŎǳǇŀǘƛƻƴ ǎƛǘŜǎ 

remain virtually unknown and our understanding of settlement, economy and social 

structure in the perioŘ ŦǊƻƳ слл ./ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŎŜƴǘǳǊƛŜǎ !5 ƛǎ ƳŜŀƎǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜΩ 

(1998, 319). The Foyle Alluvial Plain LCA is home to the site of an extraordinary hoard of gold 

artefacts that date to the early Iron Age known as the Broighter Hoard. Now housed in the 

National Museum of Ireland (Dublin) perhaps one of the most interesting finds of the 

collection is a miniature boat, with oars and fine detail which is possibly an indication of the 

regard and importance that the Foyle held in the minds of the prehistoric peoples of the 

region in a sacred, territorial, social, economic, transportation and political/power sense.  

 

 

Figure 3:  Broighter Hoard: Full collection 
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3.3 Medieval: Early Church 

Early Medieval Settlement: AD400-1169 

The early medieval period was a time of profound internal social and economic change in 

Ireland. The dominant site types associated with this period include ringforts, souterrains 

and enclosures. (Generally enclosures are likely to be ringforts but insufficient evidence 

survives to classify them as such without recourse to archaeological excavation). Ringforts 

are undoubtedly the most widespread and characteristic archaeological field monument in 

the Irish countryside. They are usually known by the names ráth or lios, forming some of the 

most common place-name elements in the countryside. The ringfort is basically a circular or 

roughly circular area enclosed by an earthen bank formed of material thrown up from a 

concentric fosse (or ditch) on its outside. Archaeological excavation has shown that the 

majority of ringforts were enclosed farmsteads, built in the early medieval period (AD 500 ς 

1169). Though not forts in the military sense, the earthworks acted as a defence against 

natural predators like wolves, as well as against the cattle raids that were a characteristic of 

that period.  Souterrains (underground chambers) are often found in association with 

ringforts. In some areas, dry-stone walls were built to enclose farmsteads in place of the 

earthen defences of the ringforts. Cashels (Irish caiseal) have the same circular or roughly 

circular plan as ringforts. The walls can be quite massive, sometimes as much as six metres 

thick and up to three metres high. 

Within the study area, there is a large volume of recorded ringforts (raths) and enclosure 

sites. most notably at Gortinure and Ballynabwee in Burngibbagh and Drumahoe LCA area; 

Rough Fort just outside the Foyle Alluvial Plain LCA in Moneyrannel and Boile Rath within 

the Foyle Alluvial Plain LCA. 
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Church influence 

The early medieval period in Ireland saw the introduction and establishment of Christianity. 

The process of conversion of the native population would not have been rapid and 

spectacular but rather one of steady infiltration (Ó Cróinín 1994, 131). Over and above the 

change in religious outlook that conversion would have meant for the individual, the 

establishment of the Irish Church was to have profound implications for political, social and 

economic life, in no small part due to the introduction of writing into the country. In Ireland 

ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƴƻǿ ƻƴ Ψƛƴ ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜ ŀƴ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǿƘƻǎŜ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ 

contacts, both in ideas and tƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎΣ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ LǊŜƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΩ 

(Mallory and McNeill 1991, 181). The introduction and establishment of Christianity is 

attested to in the archaeological record by the presence of church sites, associated places 

for Christian burial and holy wells. Monastic settlements were essentially agrarian in nature, 

but also were centres for learning and community outside the familial setting of secular 

communities. These monasteries had a far reaching influence as can be seen through the 

influence of leaders such as Saint Patrick and Saint Columbcille.  

There are a number of important recorded ecclesiastical sites and monasteries located 

within the study area. At Magilligan Lowlands, there is an early ecclesiastical settlement at 

Duncrun, maǊƪŜŘ ΨŀōōŜȅ ƛƴ ǊǳƛƴǎΩ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ нnd edition OS map (1890-900), said to be founded 

by St Patrick. Similarly, at Tamlaght, there is an early ecclesiastical site (with holy well, multi-

ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ ƎǊŀǾŜȅŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀǾŜ ƻŦ {ǘ /ŀŘŀƴΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǇŀǘǊƻƴύΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ is said to be one 

ƻŦ {ǘ tŀǘǊƛŎƪΩǎ ǎŜǾŜƴ ŦƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ /ƛŀƴŀŎƘǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ Řŀȅ {ǘ !ƛŘŀƴΩǎ w/ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ ǎƛǘŜŘ 

adjacent and the parish derives its name from this site (Tamlaghtard/Magilligan). At Foyle 

Alluvial Plain LCA there is an ecclesiastical site at Enagh named Templetown, Domnach Dola 

which includes a church and graveyard and may be the site of the church recorded in the 

Annals of Ulster as pillaged by Rortsel Fitton in 1197. It possibly was founded by St. Canice 

and was the medieval church of Clondermot, In addition in this area, there is a medieval 

church and graveyard at Faughanvale built on the site of a 7th century monastery.  

In the City Environs LCA, there is an ecclesiastical site at Teampull Mor or Templemore, 

named Daire Calgaich/Daire Columcille/Dubh Regles. The modern RC church is built on the 

site of a medieval parish church, a pre-Norman church and earlier monastery. The Annals of 

Ulster gives a foundation date of 546 AD for the monastery. It also records the monastery 

being attacked by Vikings on various occasions. There are many 12th century references to 

the site, including it being burned in 1177 and again in 1204. It became an Augustinian 

monastery in the 13th century and Tempuill Mor was the medieval cathedral, which was 
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damaged during the Elizabethan wars. The site is on a promontory in a bend of the River 

Foyle.  Also in the City Environs, there is the site of a medieval Augustinian Priory that can 

now not be precisely located. It was used by English settlers during the Plantation until the 

cathedral was built in 1633. According to Doherty, the Augustinians moved here in 1254 

after the monastery at Tempuill Mor became a cathedral. Also, a Dominican Friary was 

erected in 1274 "on the N side of the Island" in the medieval settlement at Derry. Tradition 

locates it at the junction of Fanan Street and St. Columbs Wells. The community survived 

until 1576 when an English garrison held Derry for 2 years. At Urney Glebe in the Foyle 

Valley LCA area, there is a recorded ecclesiastical site with possible pre-Norman origins.  

As like today, the church in Ireland was organised under the bishop of Armagh.  By the late 

Medieval period, there had been over 1000 years of Christianity in Ireland and there were a 

large number of religious structures in the form of churches, monasteries, holy wells and 

crosses.  Like many other aspects of Gaelic society, responsibility for parishes and for church 

lands was inherited.  Monastic practise was held in high regard and several European 

monastic institutions were established in Ulster during the 16th Century.  These institutions 

were sponsored by the Irish feudal chieftains as an outward gesture of their piety, wealth 

and status.  Significant religious sites often coincided with the houses of the ruling classes 

and followed the same pattern as settlement and defensive structures.  There were a very 

large number of churches constructed from the 5th century onwards. 
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3.4 Settlement Patterns ς Parishes & Townlands 

Since prehistoric times the demarcation of territories and the enclosure of farm lands has 

been important. The boundaries were as now, often set by the course of rivers and streams, 

and the edges of mountains and bogs. Ireland is divided into provinces, counties, dioceses, 

baronies, parishes and townlands, and the majority of these take the form of much older 

territorial boundaries. Townlands are probably the oldest unchanged territorial units, dating 

to the early medieval period and potentially even earlier. Much of the territorial boundaries 
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that exist today were set out after the 12th century, when church reform introduced the 

diocesan system to Ireland (Byrne 2000, 12). Soon after, the Anglo-Norman influence on 

agriculture, which included the enclosure of extensive tracts of farmlands would have 

changed the landscape of Ireland, not just in the areas of Anglo-Norman influence but in 

other areas through the spread of new ideas. The further enclosure of land throughout the 

late medieval and post-medieval periods meant that townlands had solid boundaries in 

stone, sod, fence or often ditch and bank to augment the boundaries formed by river and 

streams.  

Townlands ς of which there are over 62,205 in Ireland ς ŀǊŜ ΨǘƘŜ ǎƳŀƭƭŜǎǘ ŘŜƴƻƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 

ƭŀƴŘ ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǇŜǊƳŀƴŜƴǘ ōƻǳƴŘŀǊƛŜǎΩ ό[ƻŎƪŜ мурнΣ опрύ Σ ƳŜŀǎǳǊƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀǎ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŀǎ ƭŜǎǎ 

than an acre to 1,000 acres in size and averaging at 325 acres (Evans 1967, 12). The 

Townland Index of Ireland records 1,307 townlands in County Derry compared to 2833 in 

neighbouring Co. Donegal (http://www.seanruad.com/cgi-bin/iresrch). Townlands were 

important to the British administration in Ireland, as the provided small units of territory in a 

very dispersed population, from which taxation could be extracted. The townlands of Ireland 

were mapped by the Ordnance Survey between 1825 and 1841, using much local knowledge 

to identify the precise boundaries (Fletcher 1999, 135). 

Whilst many townland landscapes have almost certainly evolved, their location and their 

names are often linked to their setting or familial associations.  Other related divisions such 

quarterlands and ballybetaghs were superseded in the course of the Plantation, but the 

townlands were generally adopted. The name of a townland may refer to the character of 

the landscape for example Drumahoe ό5ǊǳƳ ƴŀ ƘbŀƳƘŀύ ΨǘƘŜ ǊƛŘƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǾŜΩΤ ƻǊ Benone 

ό.ǳƴ !ōƘŀƴƴύ ΨŦƻƻǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊƛǾŜǊΩΣ ƴŀƳŜŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀ ǎǘǊŜŀƳ ǘƘŀǘ Ǌǳƴǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŜa at Downhill 

Strand (McKay 1999, 24; http://www.logainm.ie). It may be named after a personal or family 

name associated with and area for example Ballykelly, (Baile Ui Cheallaigh - hΩ /ŜŀƭƭŀƛƎƘǘ 

όhΩYŜƭƭȅΩǎ ¢ƻǿƴƭŀƴŘύ (McKay 1999, 14) or Clondermot ό/ƭŀƴƴ 5ƛŀǊƳŀŘŀύ ΨCŀƳƛƭȅΣ Řȅƴŀǎǘȅ ƻŦ 

5ƛŀǊƳŀƛŘΤ 5ƛŀǊƳŀƛŘΣ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ƴŀƳŜΩ όhttp://www.logainm.ie). Townlands are often named 

after a feature on the landscape such as a ringfort or church that is situated in the area, for 

example Carricklee ό/ŀǊǊŀƛƎ ƭƛŀǘƘύ ΨƎǊŜȅ ǊƻŎƪΩ ƻǊ Rathfad όǊłǘƘ ŦŀŘŀύ ΨƭŀǊƎŜ ǊŀǘƘΩΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ƻƭŘ 

names are often anglicised or in some cases directly translated into English, for example 

Baile an Mhuilinn is often translated directly as Milltown , while some townlands have been 

given new names by their occupiers after the Plantations, such as Brick Kiln or Saltworks 

denoting the landuse.  

http://www.logainm.ie/
http://www.logainm.ie/
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Ecclesiastical settlements had also been established long before the Plantation and the 

extent of parishes was also adopted after the 17th century.   

Buildings were generally constructed from materials that were readily available.  Prior to the 

Plantation, when there was greater availability of forest, houses were constructed from 

timber on a few courses of stone with earth finished walls and thatched roofs.  Early forms 

of this pattern are visible in ring forts or raths where houses were surrounded by a defensive 

wall or hedge topped earth embankment which would have allowed animals to be secured 

at night and also to provide some defence from wild animals. 

As natural resources became more exploited and timber more scarce, stone buildings with 

thatch roof roofs became the norm.  Clusters of houses, often occupied by members of 

extended family, ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ΨŎƭŀŎƘŀƴǎΩΦ  Lƴ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ 

were similar settlements, these groups were known as Ψfarm townsΩ.  The Scottish name 

describes the nature of the clachan well as its form was closely related to the type of 

farming that was practised and also suggests its closely packed buildings, which are often 

quite urban in nature.     

Many townlands contained a single clachan which also gave the townland its name.  Where 

the townland did not change significantly in the course of the Plantation its name can be a 

link to the earlier Gaelic period indicating earlier inhabitants or the type of land which had 

been settled.  Many townlands also contained a single rath or ringfort which is further 

evidence of the age and continuity of the townland form. 

Farmland in this period was not enclosed except by walls dykes or hedges in close proximity 

to the clachan.  Kitchen gardens or garraí were located next to the houses and main crops 

grown in strips in an adjoining shared open field; also knƻǿƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ΨwǳƴŘŀƭŜΩ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ƻŦ 

farming.  In the summer months, cattle grazed on open land beyond this field, and in the 

winter, were brought in closer to feed on stalks and to manure the soil.  In areas where the 

soil was relatively poor a much wider area was needed to sustain a family and the size of 

townlands can also reflect the fertility of the soil.  Where land was poor, or where there was 

high ground that was only accessible for grazing in the summer months, cattle were herded 

over quite long distances and tended by the young members of the family.  The youth stayed 

with the cattle living in Booley shelters over the summer months; this practise of herding 

ŀƴŘ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎ ƛǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ΨǘǊŀƴǎƘǳƳŀƴŎŜΩΦ 

The importance of cattle herding is reflected in culture and mythology from this period.  The 

clachan settlements were closely associated with this culture of transhumance, although the 

most numerous of the clachan settlements were in areas of greatest soil fertility.  T he fertile 
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Foyle Valley region has a relatively large number of small townlands and the practice of 

transhumance appears not to have been practised to the same degree; although upland 

ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ .ƛƴŜǾŜƴŀƎƘ ŀōƻǾŜ aŀƎƛƭƭƛƎŀƴ ƴŀƳŜŘ ΨAvishΩ ŀƴŘ ΨCraigbolieΩ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ǳǎŜ ŦƻǊ 

summer grazing. 

Even though farming practise has changed, clachan settlements are still visible in the Foyle 

landscape today and are made visible through field boundaries of building clusters. Clachans 

are often now in single farm use and have been redeveloped over time.  Often vernacular 

house structures survive and have been reused as sheds and many houses, acceptable a 

generation or two ago, have now been abandoned leaving wallsteads to crumble.  Whilst 

many of these buildings are not architecturally significant in design terms, they can be 

centuries old, often in use and relatively unchanged until recently and are becoming 

increasingly rare.  
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3.5 Viking Raids 

Documentary evidence concerning Viking settlement within the Foyle region is sparse.  

There are however a number of other clues to a more extensive Viking influence in the 

Northwest of Ireland through placenames and artefacts of Viking origin found in this region.  

The name of Donegal (Town) Dun na nGall ς fort of the foreigners ς suggest a permanent 

Norse presence there.  ¢ƻƳłǎ hΩ/ŀƴŀƴƴ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ 5ƻƻƴŀƴ wƻŎƪǎ ƛƴ ǎƻǳǘƘ 5ƻƴŜƎŀƭ Ƴŀȅ 

ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ±ƛƪƛƴƎ ŀǎǎŜƳōƭȅ ƳƻǳƴŘ όhΩ/ŀƴŀƴƴ нллрΣ плύ ŀƴŘ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 

http://www.logainm.ie/
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ƴŀƳŜ DŀƭƭŀƎƘŜǊ όDŀƭƭŎƘƻōŀǊύ Ƴŀȅ ƳŜŀƴ ΨŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ ƘŜƭǇŜǊΩΣ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 

bƻǊǎŜ ƻŦ ǎƻǳǘƘ 5ƻƴŜƎŀƭ όhΩ/ŀƴŀƴƴ нллсΣ прύΦ ! ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ±ƛƪƛƴƎ Ŏƻƛƴ ƘƻŀǊŘǎ ŘŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

ninth and tenth centuries have been discovered in Inishowen and Derry (Gerriets 1985). This 

is complemented by a number of Viking silver bracelets found near Clonmany in east 

LƴƛǎƘƻǿŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ψ5ŀƭǊƛŀŘŀΩ ōǊƻƻŎƘ ŦǊƻƳ [ƻǳƎƘŀƴ /ƻΦ 5ŜǊǊȅΣ ōƻǘƘ ŘŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴƛƴǘƘ 

century (Raftery 1969; Graham-Campbell 1972, 115).  

ά¢ƘŜ !ƴƴŀƭǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CƻǳǊ aŀǎǘŜǊǎέ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ documentary source on Viking references; a 

17th century re-writing of earlier documents.  The text suggests that the Vikings or foreigners 

were a cause of conflict over nearly two centuries.  Contemporary English accounts from the 

Nine Years War refer to the feudal lords as being of Viking origin, which may have perhaps 

intended to legitimize the military campaign.   

Ringforts were up until the 20th ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ ƻŦǘŜƴ ƛƴŀŎŎǳǊŀǘŜƭȅ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎ ά5ŀƴƛǎƘ CƻǊǘǎέ 

suggesting that they were constructed as Viking strongholds.  This was an antiquarian 

misnomer, which attributed these monuments to the Vikings rather than the native Irish. 

The Vikings that invaded Ireland were in fact mostly Norwegian (Danish Vikings invaded 

England) and the Ringforts were very much a native construction. As noted in sections 3.3 

and 3.4 above, the majority of these structures had limited military strength, were 

constructed throughout the medieval period in Ireland and were best suited to providing 

security at night. 

The Annals of the Four Masters (AFM) and Annals of Ulster (AU) suggest that the Vikings or 

foreigners were a cause of conflict over nearly two centuries.  The Annals of Ulster record 

that in 833AD Niall Caille (the King of Tara) and his nephew, Murchad routed the Vikings at 

Derry (Lacey 2006, 309). The following passages are an account of Viking activity in Lough 

Foyle as recorded in the Annals of the Four Masters. 

Annals of the Kingdom of Ireland from the earliest times to the year 1616 (AFM) Vol. 1 - 6 

(Third Edition) Introduction by Kenneth Nicholls. Reprint by Eamonn De Burca 1998. 

 

ά!5 усп ς Ψ! ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ƳǳǎǘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘ ǿŀǎ ƳŀŘŜ ōȅ !ŜŘƘ CƛƴƴƭƛŀǘƘΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǇƭǳƴŘŜǊŜŘ 

the fortress of the foreigners, wherever they were in the north, both in Cinel-Eoghan and Dal-

Araidhe; and he carried off their cattle and accoutrements, their goods and chattels. The 

foreigners of the provence came together at Loch Feabhail-mic-Lodain. After Aedh, King of 

Ireland, had learned that this gathering of strangers was on the borders of his country, he 

was not negligent in attending to them, for he marched towards them with all his forces; and 

a battle was gained over the foreigners, and a slaughter was made of them. Their heads 
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were collected to one place, in presence of the King; and twelve score heads were reckoned 

before him, which was the number slain by him in that battle, besides the number of them 

who were wounded and carried off by him in the agonies of death, and who died of their 

ǿƻǳƴŘǎ ǎƻƳŜ ǘƛƳŜ ŀŦǘŜǊǿŀǊŘǎΩ ό!Ca ±ƻƭΦ мΣ ǇΦ рлύΦ 

 

AD 893 ς Ψ¢ƘŜ ǇƛƭƎǊƛƳ ŘŜǇarted from Ireland Ard-Macha was plundered by the foreigners of 

Loch-CŜōƘŀƛƭΤ ŀƴŘ ŎǳƳŀǎŀŎƘ ǿŀǎ ǘŀƪŜƴ ōȅ ǘƘŜƳΩ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ǎƻƴΣ !ŜŘƘ aŀŎ /ŜƭƭŀŎƘΣ ǎƻ ƻŦ 

Cwarbhall, over Osraighe, as far as Gabhran, where Maelnordha, son of Maelmhuaidh, and a 

great number of otheǊǎ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƛƳ ǿŜǊŜ ǎƭŀƛƴΩ ό!Ca ±ƻƭΦ мΣ ǇррмύΦ 

 

AD 919 ς Ψ! ŦƭŜŜǘ ƻŦ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴŜǊǎΣ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǊǘȅ-two ships, at loch-Feabhail, under Olbh; 

and Inis-Eoghan was plundered by them. Fearghal son of Domhnall, lord of the north, was at 

strife with them, so that he slew the crew of one of their ships, broke the ship itself, and 

carried off its wealth and goods. Twenty ships more arrived at Ceann-Maghair (Kinaweer in 

the barony of Kilmacrennan), in the east of Tir-Chonaill, under the conduct of Uathmharan, 

son of Barith, but they committed no depredation on that occasion (AFM vol. 2, p.606-7). 

 

AD 941 ς Ψ! ǾƛŎǘƻǊȅ ǿŀǎ ƎŀƛƴŜŘ ŀǘ ¢ǊŀŎƘ-Mugha (Strand of Mugh is not identified) by 

Ruaidhri UaCanannan, over the Cinel-eoghan and the foreigners of Loch-Feabhail, where 

three hundred of the Cinel-Eoghan and foreigners were slain, together with Maelruanaidh, 

ǎƻƴ ƻŦ CƭŀƴƴΣ ƘŜƛǊ ŀǇǇŀǊŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘΩ ό!Ca ±ƻƭΦнΣ ǇΦспфύΦ ά  

The audit of heritage assets has revealed no known Viking remains within the study area; the 

accounts contained in the annals emphasise the strategic importance of the Foyle from a 

military perspective.  
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3.6 Later Medieval Period ς Irish Lordships 

During this period, power in Ulster was shared between several Irish chieftains each with 

control over a distinct geographic area.  The Foyle basin study area includes territories of the 

hΩ/ŀƘŀƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ CƻȅƭŜ !ƭƭǳǾƛŀƭ tƭŀƛƴΣ .ǳǊƴƎƛōōŀƎƘ ϧ 5ǊǳƳŀƘƻŜΤ  hΩ5ƻƘŜǊǘȅ ƛƴ 5ŜǊǊȅ {ƭƻǇŜǎ ϧ 

LƴƛǎƘƻǿŜƴΤ hΩ5ƻƴƴŜƭƭ ƛƴ  5ƻƴŜƎŀƭ ŀƴŘ hΩbŜƛƭƭ ƛƴ ǘhe Foyle Valley.  The names of these clans 

and of their allies are reflected in place names and in names of the people from this region, 

even today.  Within the Magilligan Lowlands study area for example, MacGilligan were 

ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ hΩ/ŀƘŀƴǎΦ 

Relations between the factions were volatile to say the least and the significant family 

members were housed in fortified buildings throughout the region. Examples include 

Duncrun castle site ƛƴ aŀƎƛƭƭƛŀƴ [ƻǿƭŀƴŘǎ [/!Σ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ hΩYŀƴŜ ŎƭŀƴΦ The area 

ǿŀǎ ŎŜŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ hΩYŀƴŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ мнth ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅΦ  CƻƭƭƻǿŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ hΩYŀƴŜǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ Mac 

Giollagain (MacGilligan) from whom the area has retained it name. A castle and crannog site 

are sited on an artificial island in Enagh Lough, dating to the 12th century, built by the 

O'Kanes (aka the O'Cathans) and was referenced in the 16th century as an O'Kane 

ǎǘǊƻƴƎƘƻƭŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎƛǘŜ ƛǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ¢ŜƳǇƭŜǘƻǿƴΣ DǊŜŜƴ LǎƭŀƴŘΣ ΨŎŀǎǘƭŜ ƻŦ ŀƴŀƎƘΩΦ ²ƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ 

Environs LCA, ŀǊŜ ǘǿƻ hΩ5ƻƘŜǊǘȅ ŦƻǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ƻƴŜ ŀǘ Elaghmore - a castle probably dating 

to the 14th century which remained a stronghold until 1600 when it was abandoned and 

ǇŀǊǘƭȅ ŘŜƳƻƭƛǎƘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘΦ hΩ5ƻƘŜǊǘȅ ǊŜŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ ƛǘ ƛƴ мслу ōǳǘ ƭƻǎǘ ƛǘ ǘƻ /ƘƛŎŜǎǘŜǊ ǿƘƻ 

then used it as a garrison. !ƴƻǘƘŜǊ hΩ5ƻƘŜǊǘȅ ǘƻǿŜǊ house site is located within the city 

walls (at the Tower Museum site) and was known as The Magazine, located to the southeast 

of Magazine St. and southwest of Union Hall Place.  

Although there is no visible trace of a fortification at Castletown in the Foyle Valley LCA, it is 

known that Manus O'Donnell built a castle in the 1530's which has traditionally been sought 
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on the Co. Donegal side of the river. However, research has found that is was possibly built 

on the Co. Tyrone side, fitting in well with the townland name. "Port na tri Namad" could 

mean the port of the three enemies or the three rivers, possibly the Finn, Mourne & Foyle, 

all of which converge north of Castletown.  

The Foyle at this time served as a line of separation between the clans although fording 

points of the river that were more easily crossed from Dunnalong southwards became areas 

ƻŦ ŎƻƴŦƭƛŎǘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ hΩ5ƻƴƴŜƭƭ ŀƴŘ hΩbŜƛƭƭΤ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǎƛǘŜǎ ƻŦ ŀǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ 

importance in the Foyle Valley LCA where battles occurred between the clans. Indeed one 

important crossing point has records of a battle having been fought between the Cenel 

Eoghain and the Cenel Connaill in 789 AD at Clady bridge which was later to be the site of a 

battle of the fords in 1689 during the Siege of Derry. At Croshballinree;,Glenknock, Grange 

and Moyle Glebe the Annals of Ulster record a battle here in 1472 between Henry O'Neill 

and Art O'Donnell. Indeed this area was much disputed during the medieval period and 

subject to several skirmishes and battles between the two lords and their kinsmen. Similarly, 

at Carricklee, the annals of the Four Masters record a battle fought here on 1st May 1588 

between the Earl of Tyrone and Turlough Luineach O'Neill. 

CǊŀƴŎƛǎ WƻōǎƻƴΩǎ ƳŀǇ ǘƛǘƭŜ ά¢ƘŜ tǊƻǾŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ¦ƭǎǘŜǊέ ŘŀǘŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ 1590 and was intended as a 

means of describing the significant features of the province with a view to understanding 

the territory and extending English control over this part of the island.  Initially, the approach 

involved the forging of English alliances with the Irish chieftains and recognition of their 

status by the British monarch. Eventually however the resistance to the extension of English 

ǊǳƭŜ ōȅ IǳƎƘ hΩbŜƛƭƭ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǊƭ ƻŦ ¢ȅǊƻƴŜ ƭŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ΨNine Years WarΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻƭƻƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 

the province, knowƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ Ψ¦ƭǎǘŜǊ tƭŀƴǘŀǘƛƻƴΩ referred to throughout this document as the 

άtƭŀƴǘŀǘƛƻƴέΦ 

WƻōǎƻƴΩǎ ƳŀǇ ƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŀǎ ƛǘ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ǎƛǘŜǎ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘƛǎ 

watershed; these are the military strongholds, churches, coastline, rivers and other natural 

features which were present immediately prior to the Plantation. 

Parts of the map are difficult to read but we can see sites through the study area which are 

referred to later in the assessments of each LCA area. 
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Figure 4:   CǊŀƴŎƛǎ WƻōǎƻƴΩǎ Map of Ulster 1590 
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3.7 5ƻŎǿǊŀΩǎ aƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ /ŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ 

In 1600, Sir Henry Docwra led an English invasion force directly into the Foyle driving a 

wedge between and cutting off the two sides of the river.  Docwra established a fortified 

ōŀǎŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƛǎƭŀƴŘ ƻŦ άǘƘŜ 5ŜǊǊȅέ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŀŘǳŀƭƭȅ ǘƻƻƪ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛǾŜ LǊƛǎƘ ŦƻǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

Foyle and into the territories on either side.   A series of maps dating from that period 

provide detailed information in relation to the significant defensible sites on the Foyle, and 

comment on their original features and alterations made, which allowed Docwra access 

ŘŜŜǇ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ hΩbŜƛƭƭ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀƴ ŜƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊΦ 

These visual records are some of the earliest that are available at a large scale bringing to life 

the circumstances of this expedition.  According to contemporary accounts, Lough Foyle was 

associated with dread and the English forces were effectively surrounded and greatly 

ƻǳǘƴǳƳōŜǊŜŘΦ  !ƭƭƛŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ hΩ5ƻƘŜǊǘȅǎ ƻŦ LƴƛǎƘowen and, thus, control of the access 

into Loughs Swilly and Foyle was key to the success of the brutal campaign which ensued. 

The map below gives an overview of the region and the most significant sites.  Fortifications 

shown at Culmore, Elaghmore, Derry, Dunnalong, Carrigans, Lifford and Strabane 

emphasise the importance of these sites, originally as defensive positions of the native Irish, 

ŀƴŘ ǎǳōǎŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǾŀŘŜǊǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƳŀǇ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ άƛƳǇǊƻǾŜŘέ ǎǘŀǘŜΦ 

In many respects the topography is not strictly accurate however the map is full of 

information concerning the location and extent of woodlands and the boggy areas that serve 

as resources, hiding places and defensive ditches.  The extent to which the river and lough is 

navigable is also shown and the type of boat needed.  Churches at Enagh and {ǘ .ǊŜŎŀƴΩǎ are 

ǾƛǎƛōƭŜ ōǳǘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ǘƻ ōŜ ǳƴǊƻƻŦŜŘΦ  ¢ƘŜ hΩ/ŀƘŀƴ ŦƻǊǘƛŦƛŜŘ ŎǊŀƴƴƻƎ ŀǘ Enagh Lough is also 

shown but seems to have been deliberately shown as being insignificant in military terms. 

More detailed maps relating to individual sites are included in the assessment of individual 

landscape character areas later in this document 

References 
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Figure 5:  5ƻŎǿǊŀΩǎ ƳŀǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CƻȅƭŜ ϧ [ƻǳƎƘ {ǿƛƭƭȅ ŎƛǊŎŀ мслмΦ {ƻǳǊŎŜΥ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ !ǊŎƘƛǾŜ ¦Y  

3.8 Plantation, Rebellion & Suppression 

Following the nine years war, a formal plan was established for the colonisation of Ulster to 

secure English rule in the province.  This period also coincided with the accession of James I 

to the English and Scottish thrones and thus, for the first time, British rule in Ireland. 

Lƴ мслтΣ IǳƎƘ hΩbŜƛƭƭ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ǊŜōŜƭ ŜŀǊƭǎ ƭŜŦǘ LǊŜƭŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜƪ {Ǉŀƴƛsh help for a new 

ǊŜōŜƭƭƛƻƴΤ ŀƴ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ άCƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǊƭǎέΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŦƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DŀŜƭƛŎ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ 

left a power vacuum allowing Arthur Chichester, The Lord Deputy of Ireland, to declare the 

ƭŀƴŘǎ ƻŦ hΩbŜƛƭƭΣ hΩ5ƻƴƴŜƭƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜǊǎ ŦƻǊfeit. 

As well as preventing the native population from further rebellion, the plantation was 

designed to prevent the Spanish gaining a foothold on the island which they could use as a 

base from which to attack England. 

The Plantation was the lease of the forfeit land by the English crown to settlers in return for 

payment and the construction of castles, bawns and the provision of a defensive militia.  

¢ƘƻǎŜ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƭŜŀǎŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ά¦ƴŘŜǊǘŀƪŜǊǎέΦ  ²Ƙƛƭǎǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀǎŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ 

designed to be profitable in the long term, the responsibilities were considerable and 
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required substantial capital.  In order to ensure that the land was fully leased it became 

ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ǘƻ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘŜ ŀ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǘƛŜǊ ƻŦ ά¦ƴŘŜǊǘŀƪŜǊέΣ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ά{ŜǊǾƛǘƻǊǎέΦ   ¢ƘŜǎŜ ƳŜƴΣ 

usually with a military background, could be relied on for defence and were appointed in 

return for active service during the earlier wars.  The Undertakers were to settle their new 

estates with Englishmen and Scots. Allocation of lands was also made to some of the more 

ΨǳǎŜŦǳƭΩ ƴŀǘƛǾŜ LǊƛǎƘ ƛƴ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ǊŜƎƛƳŜΦ 

The Counties that were to be planted under the Ulster Plantation were Armagh, Cavan, 

Coleraine, Donegal, Fermanagh and Tyrone; these were the last areas of Ireland to be 

settled in this way. 

The uptake of the plantation was initially slow and, in order to ensure its success, private 

investment was also sought and the City of London was approached as an Undertaker in the 

project.  A new county, County Londonderry, was created taking in all of County Coleraine, 

and parts of Antrim, Donegal and Tyrone to be settled by a consortium of twelve of the City 

of London Companies whose interests in Ireland would be managed by The Honourable The 

Irish Society.  The lands of the County of Londonderry were divided into twelve, drawn in 

lots, a deliberate echoing of the biblical story in which the twelve tribes of Israel shared out 

the Promised Land. The county was be secured by two walled citadels at it western and 

eastern extremities ς Derry, formerly part of County Donegal, which was to be renamed as 

Londonderry; and Coleraine.  Both towns were located on the opposite banks of the rivers 

Foyle and Bann, to retain control of the navigation and the fisheries.  These walled towns are 

also located at key points from which any overseas invasion could be defended and were 

critical to the overall success of the plantation.  The two towns were developed by the Irish 

Society; the bawns and associated villages left to be developed by the individual London 

livery companies. 

In Donegal and Tyrone, the Plantation was implemented by individual Undertakers.  

Different regions were assigned to English and Scots, with areas between allocated to the 

Irish and ex military Servitors. 

The attitude of the English towards the native Irish was not consistent and whilst the 

plantation was intended to segregate the Irish, from the outset, Chichester thought that 

segregation would be a source of future difficulties for the government of the province. It 

was also not easy to attract tenants from Britain, many of whom were not able to finance 
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the initial high costs that were involved.  As a result, many Irish tenants were leased land 

throughout the plantation area. 

Several observers have noted that conditions for the lower orders of Irish society may not 

have been that different from those under the rule of their Gaelic chieftains.  It has also 

been argued that the plantation speeded up a process of change that, in many respects, was 

already occurring.  Whether this is true or not, almost overnight, a massive cultural shift had 

occurred which could not be reversed.  The Irish feudal society was Catholic and Irish 

speaking.  Cultural life was centred on the monasteries and a romantic oral tradition applied 

to the recording of history, poetry and story telling.   

The Earls were aristocracy of European stature and were accepted into European society.  

They were replaced by English and Scots speaking masters, looking to exploit the land for 

profit in a ruthless and rational manner.  Lands were mapped and measured and records 

made so that Undertakers knew what they were getting.  The Anglican church was to be the 

official established church; although Catholicism was tolerated to some degree.  The settlers, 

especially in the early years were predominantly male, upwardly mobile from lower social 

orders.  The new society was to be urban centred and constructed, at least in part, with 

building techniques that were imported.  There was plenty of opportunity for friction.  

The following poem translated from the Irish, gives some sense of the impact on Irish 

society:   

ά¢ƘŜȅ ŘƛǾƛŘŜ ƛǘ ǳǇ ŀƳƻƴƎǎǘ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎΣ 

this territory of the children of noble Niall, 

ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŀ Ƨƻǘ ƻŦ CƭŀƴƴΩǎ Ƴƛƭƪȅ Ǉƭŀƛƴ 

ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦƛƴŘ ōŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ όƳŜǊŜύ ΨŀŎǊŜǎΩΦ 

Heavy is the shame! We have come to see 

seats of government being made desolate, 

the produce wasting in a stream, dark thickets 

of the chase become thoroughfares. 

A congregation of rustics in the home of Saints, 

DƻŘΩǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŜƭǘŜǊ ƻŦ ōǊƛƎƘǘ ōǊŀƴŎƘŜǎΤ 
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cloŀƪǎ ƻŦ ŎƭŜǊƎȅƳŜƴ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŎŀǘǘƭŜΩǎ ōŜŘŘƛƴƎΣ 

the hillside is wrenched into fields. 

They find no sweetness in devotion to poetry,  

the sound of harps or the music of an organ, nor 

the tales of the kings of Bregia of the turreted walls, 

nor the numbering of the ancient generations of their forefathers. 

The vengeance of God is the reason for it. 

The men of Scotland, the youths of London 

have settled in their place. 

Where have the Gaels gone?έ 

In 1641, there was an uprising against the planters.  This rebellion reflected the English civil 

war and revolution against the crown; King Charles I at one stage having confiscated the 

London Companies lands and practised direct rule which resulted in additional hardship for 

tenants.   There was also an older undercurrent of hard feeling that surfaced in the violence 

of the uprising which was equally brutally dealt with by Cromwell.  After the rebellion was 

quelled no native Irish or catholic landlords were allowed to retain their lands. 

Richard BŀǊǘƭŜǘǘΩǎ ƳŀǇ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŜ tǊƻǾƛnce of Ulster at the end of the nine years war 

immediately prior to the Flight of the Earls and the Plantation.  This map is very clear and 

referred to in a number of the reviews of landscape character areas where features shown 

are still visible. 

 



 

Core Document  
Foyle Landscape Project ς Heritage Asset Audit Page 36 

 

Figure 6:  wƛŎƘŀǊŘ .ŀǊǘƭŜǘǘΩǎ aŀǇ ƻŦ ¦ƭǎǘŜǊ мслн 

 

Figure 7:  ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ wŀǾŜƴΩǎ ƳŀǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻƴŘƻƴŘŜǊǊȅ tƭŀƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ 
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The London Company plantation is documented in beautifully drawn maps prepared by 

Thomas Raven; extracts from the Raven maps are considered later in this document in 

relation to each of the landscape character areas where features survive.  Whilst 

landholdings remained the majority of the buildings did not survive the 1641 rebellion and 

ƻƴƭȅ ŦǊŀƎƳŜƴǘǎ ŜȄƛǎǘ ǘƻŘŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǘŀōƭŜ ŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƭƭǎ ƻŦ άǘƘŜ 5ŜǊǊȅέ ƛǘǎŜƭŦΦ  

Lƴ ǘƘŜ CƻȅƭŜ !ƭƭǳǾƛŀƭ tƭŀƛƴ [/! ŀǊŜŀ ŦǊŀƎƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CƛǎƘƳƻƴƎŜǊΩǎ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅ ōŀǿƴ ŀǘ 

Ballykelly ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ŀ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŀǾŜȅŀǊŘΣ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ Ψ²ŀƭǿƻǊǘƘΩ are visible; whilst part of 

ǘƘŜ DǊƻŎŜǊΩǎ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀǘ aǳŦŦΣ ƴƻǿ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ 9ƎƭƛƴǘƻƴΣ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŜΦ IN the case of the 

latter, Raven's map of 1622 shows a variety of houses, west of the church and an unfortified 

house and bawn. The church and bawn can still be placed and the houses can be presumed 

to have been built along both sides of the street front running west from the church. Much 

of the significant area has been built on or is under gardens.    

The Haberdashers settlements at Ballycastle and Artikelly are located just outside the Foyle 

Alluvial Plain; these sites are potentially significant as aerial photography shows remarkable 

similarity with the Raven maps. 

Despite the significance of the Londonderry Plantation and the availability of records about 

it, survival of built heritage and archaeology is fragmentary and thus deserving of particular 

care. 

The study areas outside County Londonderry were treated differently and the area of the 

CƻȅƭŜ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ [/! ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DƻƭŘǎƳƛǘƘΩǎ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅ ƭŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ǇƭŀƴǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ {cots 

settlers on land substantially in the ownership of the Marquis of Abercorn and Hamilton, 

both Scottish.  Further to the south again the lands were divided amongst English settlers. 

The Scottish areas have developed in distinctively different ways to the much larger 

tenancies of the London Company lands; and are much closer to native Irish patterns of 

occupation.  The clachan is the predominant settlement pattern.  Even today the region is 

characterised by Scottish family names, a significant number of Presbyterian churches and 

its own Ulster Scots dialect. 

3.9 The Jacobite Wars & the Siege of Derry 

The siege of Derry, which lasted from Dec 1688 to July 1689, is a further example of the 

strategic military importance of Lough Foyle. The events surrounding this small city was to 

assume a continental importance as the League of Augsburg, led by Austrian Habsburgs and 

William III, who fought to set limits to the expanding power of Louis XIV of France. 
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Meanwhile James II hoped that with French support he could use Ireland to regain the 

throne he had lately lost. These two protagonists, James II of Catholic dispensation and 

William III of Protestant faith, were to engage in a military campaign and although William II 

never saw Derry, his success was in no small part ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ 

tǊƻǘŜǎǘŀƴǘ ƛƴƘŀōƛǘŀƴǘǎ ǘƻ ǊŜǎƛǎǘ WŀƳŜǎΩǎ ŀǊƳȅΦ  

LŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƛŜƎŜ ƻŦ 5ŜǊǊȅΩǎ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜ ƛƴ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ǿŀǎ ōǊƛŜŦΣ ƛŦ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘΣ ƛǘǎ ƭŜƎŀŎȅ ŦƻǊ 

Ireland was to be profound as it forged traditions from which subsequent generations of 

Protestant minorities were to draw inspiration and become a metaphor for their political 

struggle (Fraser, 1999, 379).     

¢ƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ Ƙŀǎ ŦƻŎǳǎǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ǿŀƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ǊŜǇǳǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ 

άƳŀƛŘŜƴ ŎƛǘȅέΣ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƭƭ never having been breached. Undoubtedly the walls are of enormous 

significance to both the history and to the future of the city of Derry~Londonderry.   

The story of the siege is an integral aspect of this history and there are several significant 

sites which have been identified in the audit which have archaeological value having been 

relatively undeveloped in the intervening period so that it is possible to determine the exact 

position of sites such as those associated with the blockade across the river including the 

forts at Boom Hall and Gransha.  A wide area of the city  including  sites such as {ǘǊƻƴƎΩǎ 

Orchard battery fort at 9ōǊƛƴƎǘƻƴκ{ǘ /ƻƭǳƳōΩǎ tŀǊƪ; the windmill at the former St Columbs 

College/Lumen Christi site and high ground above the Lone Moor Road are all significant in 

relation to events which occurred during the siege.  These and several others are of 

archaeological importance and demand great care in terms of impact analysis, even for 

schemes which appear to have the potential for little impact, such as engineered cycleways 

or footpaths which involve levelling and breaking the ground. 
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Figure 8:  {ƛŜƎŜ ƻŦ [ƻƴŘƻƴŘŜǊǊȅ Τ /ŀǇǘŀƛƴ CǊŀƴŎƛǎ bŜǾƛƭƭΩǎ aŀǇ ǊŜŘǊŀǿƴΦ {ƻǳǊŎŜ ς 

www.derryswalls.com 

 

 

Figure 9:   Romeyne de Hooghe; engraving of the siege of Londonderry 
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Figure 10:  Extract from a stylised engraving showing the military positions during the Siege of Derry  
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3.10 The Development of Towns 

Prior to the Plantation period, the Foyle region, in common with many other parts of Ireland, 

was essentially rural in character with its dispersed townlands.  Denser settlements existed 

in proximity to monastic sites and to castles.  Secondary habitations were often temporary in 

nature and made from natural organic materials.  No known examples of these secondary 

habitations survive, although there is documentary evidence for them.    

 

Figure 11:   A άPlatte of Kragfargusέ ό/ŀǊǊƛŎƪŦŜǊƎǳǎΣ /ƻǳƴǘȅ !ƴǘǊƛƳύ this late 16th Century map 

shows that in addition to the military and ecclesiastical structures, a comparable area of 

ground was covered by creats; thatch and timber structures making little lasting impression 

on the landscape surface.  

Areas surrounding these settlements are thus also potentially archaeologically significant. 
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The Londonderry Plantation saw development of a series of defensive centres around a 

ōŀǿƴ ƻǊ ŦƻǊǘƛŦƛŜŘ ƘƻǳǎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ǎŜŎƻƴŘŀǊȅ ƘƻǳǎŜǎ ŀǎ ǘȅǇƛŦƛŜŘ ƛƴ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ wŀǾŜƴΩǎ 

maps of the London Company Plantations; Ballykelly, Ballycaslan and Clondermott 

examples of these located within the heritage audit area. 

Whilst the majority of the buildings associated with these sites no longer survive they 

established an urban framework which is still intact or has developed today. Urban 

settlements within the study area include: Ballykelly, Eglinton, Derry, Newbuildings, 

Strabane and Newtownstewart, all of which were initially established in the 16th and 17th 

centuries. Model towns such as that developed at Sion Mills date from the 19th century. 

Where trade and industry were present, certain towns continued to develop in scale 

throughout the 18th, 19th and 20th centuries facilitated by improvements in technology and 

transport. [ŜǿƛǎΩ ¢ƻǇƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎŀƭ 5ƛŎǘƛƻƴŀǊȅ όмуотύ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎ Ƙƛǎ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ LǊŜƭŀƴŘ 

during the nineteenth century and is a valuable resource in terms of documenting the details 

of daily town operations, including infrastructure, fairs, markets, landed estate houses and 

occupants.  

Much of the urban manufacturing city of Derry owes its development to the latter half of the 

19th Century. Many of the large buƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŘƻƳƛƴŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ǎǘǊŜŜǘǎŎŀǇŜ ŘŀǘŜ ǘƻ 

that period. Development of sanitation services, drainage, public cemeteries and market 

facilities such as public slaughterhouses came on the back of the Londonderry Town 

Improvement Act of 1848 (Thomas 2004, 460). 
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¢ƘƻƳŀǎΣ !Φ όнллпύ Ψ[ƻƴŘƻƴŘŜǊǊȅ ŎΦмусрΥ ŀ Ŏƛǘȅ ƳŀǇǇŜŘ ƛƴ ǳƴǳǎǳŀƭ ŘŜǘŀƛƭΩΦ {ǳǊǾŜȅƛƴƎ LǊŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ 

Past: Multidisciplinary Essays in Honour of Anngret Simms. Geography Publications, Dublin, 

pp. 455-476. 

3.11 ¢ƘŜ ά9ǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘέ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ϧ 5ƛǎǎŜƴǘŜǊǎ  

The Ulster Plantation saw the Church of Ireland become the established church, the only 

church recognised by the state.   It was the contention of the Church of Ireland that the 

reformation re-established the independence that the Irish church enjoyed prior to the 

Norman invasion which had asserted Papal authority over the church in Ireland.  The church 
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was to assume possession of ecclesiastical sites which had been centres of Roman Catholic 

worship.  The graveyards associated with these sites continued to be used by all 

denominations until these were gradually superseded by the municipal burial grounds 

developed in the 19th century.   

New ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ōǳƛƭǘ ƛƴ ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘƛǾŜ ǎǘȅƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ΨtƭŀƴǘŜǊΩǎ DƻǘƘƛŎΩ ǘƘŜ 

most notable of these within the study area are:  {ǘ /ŀŘŀƴΩǎ  /ƘǳǊŎƘ, Duncrun (1784); St 

[ŀƎƘŀΩǎ, Aghanloo; Ballykelly (Walworth) Church (1629); Tamlaght Finlagan Parish Church 

(COI) (1760-79), Clooney Rd., Ballykelly; St Canice, Eglinton; St EugeneΩǎ, Ardstraw, 

Newtownstewart;  and the most significant of all,  St ColumbΩs Cathedral, Derry (1633). 

¢ƘŜ tŜƴŀƭ ƭŀǿǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŜŘ ōȅ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎ LL ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мсслΩǎ ǇǊŜǾŜnted the majority 

catholic population in Ireland, and other so called dissenters such as the Presbyterian 

church, to practice their respective religious services/traditions. In some areas the churches 

were tolerated; the majority had to worship in secret.  The Catholic population worshipped 

ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǇŜƴ ŀƛǊ ŀǘ Ƴŀǎǎ ǊƻŎƪǎ ƻǊ ǇŀǊƛǎƘƛƻƴŜǊΩǎ ƘƻƳŜǎΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ mass rocks 

throughout the study area, such as in Townparks, Strabane and Crosh townland, Co. Tyrone 

as well as just outside the study area, particularly on the Binevenagh slopes above 

Magilligan. 

¢ƘŜ tǊŜǎōȅǘŜǊƛŀƴǎΣ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ мтолΩǎ, could officially build meeting houses although there are 

examples from the 17th century at Monreagh in County Donegal and The First Derry 

Presbyterian Church on Magazine St., Derry was first built in 1690 as a reward for the 

bravery of the Presbyterians during the Siege of the city (1689); and rebuilt in 1780 to 

accommodate the growing congregation. The majority of Presbyterian churches within the 

study area date from the nineteenth century. 

It was only following emancipation in the 19th century that the Catholic Church was free to 

build its own church buildings.  Because of this late development, in common with 

Presbysterian churches, Roman Catholic churches are usually found in peripheral areas 

outside of towns in buildings which date from the 19th century; the most important of these 

within the study area are the Long Tower Church (1909) and St 9ǳƎŜƴŜΩǎ /ŀǘƘŜŘǊŀƭ (1849-

1903), Derry and {ǘ 9ǳƎŜƴŜΩǎ w/ /ƘǳǊŎƘ, Plumbridge (1823).  Significant 20th century 

examples also exist most notably churches designed by Liam McCormick at Creggan, (St 

aŀǊȅΩǎΣ мфрфύ ŀƴŘ Steelstown (Our Lady of Lourdes, 1975).   

Further significant Presbyterian church building also took place in the latter 19th century. 

For example, Presbyterian Church, Seacoast Rd, Magilligan was built 1860-1879 on the site 
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of an earlier church (1803); Ballykelly Presbyterian Church and gate lodge (1827); 

Presbyterian Church, Carlisle Road, Derry (1838); Presbyterian ChǳǊŎƘ DǊŜŀǘ WŀƳŜǎΩǎ 

Street, Derry(1837); and Claremount Presbyterian Church, Northland Road (1903-05).    
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3.12 [ŀƴŘƭƻǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ !ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ άLƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘέ 

Whilst some estates were allocated during the initial Plantation, much was destroyed in the 

1641 rebellion and subsequent Cromwellian campaign and again during the Siege period.  

Many significant landed estates were developed in the region during the 18th century, often 

in land that had initially been allocated to native Irish and subsequently forfeited. 

Irish landed estate were often not primary residences but engines for the generation of 

wealth through exploitation of natural resources such as forestry, fishing or farming as well 

as income generated from farming tenancies.  These resources were exploited using the 

most up to date techniques and exploitation of new crops.  Irish communal methods of 

farming were often simply misunderstood and considered by the landlord classes as 

backward.  There was often friction between landlord and tenant and the process of 

enclosure of the land had to be achieved by persuasion or even by force, although by the 

end of the 17th century most land in the study area had been leased and the best land 

allocated to a class of gentleman farmer who were encouraged by way of education, or, as in 

the case of Churchill, Ballykelly, a model farm was developed by the FisƘƳƻƴƎŜǊΩǎ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅΦ 

The Agricultural College at Templemoyle near to Muff/Eglinton and developed by the 

DǊƻŎŜǊΩǎ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅΣ ǿŀǎ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ LǊŜƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ .ǊƛǘŀƛƴΦ  ¢ƘŀŎƪŜǊŀȅ ŘŜǾƻǘŜŘ ŀ 

whole chapter of his visit (1842-44) to Templemoyle in his publication The Irish Sketch Book, 

1863.  Other tenants were encouraged by development of estate cottages and model farm 

buildings of which there are several notable examples revealed by the audit. 

There are a number of significant estates throughout the study area which have an impact 

over a wide region, including Bellarena in the north (Magilligan LCA) and Baronscourt (Foyle 

Valley LCA) in the south. 
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3.13 Significant Architects of the 18th Century  

The majority of architects from this period were established in major cities such as London 

or Dublin.  Architecture as a profession hardly existed and, for many, it was an academic 

pastime.  Buildings of quality in areas remote from the major cities were designed from a 

distance or were built using pattern books, although provincial cities such as Londonderry 

and its hinterland may have had sufficient demand to keep a  small number of local 

architects and master builders occupied.  It is unusual for a regional architect to make an 

impression and most, even where they are known, are seldom remembered.  Within the 

Foyle region, there is one significant exception: Michael Priestley.  Priestley built almost 

exclusively in the counties of Londonerry, Tyrone and Donegal, although his output is 

considered to be of national importance.  ²Ƙƛƭǎǘ tǊƛŜǎǘƭŜȅΩǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴǎ ƻǿŜ much to the pattern 

books of James Gibbs, he developed an elegant but robust style that made best advantage 

of local materials and are totally unique in their character.  With only a few notable 

ŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴǎΣ tǊƛŜǎǘƭŜȅΩǎ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ in the heritage audit study area and the 

following have been attributed to him:        

o Strabane Town Hall (demolished) & Town Centre (street pattern intact; extent of 

survical of contemporary buildings to be determined ) 

o Boom Hall (Protected building; unroofed and at serious risk) 

o Lifford Courthouse ό{ǳōǎǘŀƴǘƛŀƭƭȅ ǊŜōǳƛƭǘ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀƭƭȅ ƛƴ мфулΩǎ ŀǎ ŀ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊ ŎŜƴǘǊŜΤ 

gradual programme of conservation and repair started; elements of original 

stonework at risk) 

o Prehen House (in use as private house & visitor attraction) 

o Port Hall (in use as a private house & working farm) 

o 1st Derry Presbyterian Church (original section prior to expansion; side elevations 

attributable to Priestley) 

Whilst these buildings represent an altogether different scale of investment than 

commissions by eminent architects such as Gibbs or Pearce are; these are our 

equivalent, unique, irreplaceable, and now, more than ever, at considerable risk.  
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3.14 Napoleonic Defences 

The Swilly and the Foyle are of strategic importance to the protection of the northwest of 

Ireland and this is demonstrated from earliest times. In the 14th century, the Anglo-Norman 

Northburg castle was built at Greencastle at the mouth of Lough Foyle, in order to establish 

control over this region.   

In the later Medieval period castles were established around the coast of Inishowen to and 

along the opposite sides of the Foyle and the Swilly to secure the lands belonging to the 

native Irish clans. At the end of 16th century these castles were taken by English artillery and 

the positions supplemented to allow Inishowen and Derry to form a secure footing from 

which to establish English rule in Ulster. 

Subsequent fortifications were established by the British to prevent territorial incursion by 

the Spanish in the 17th century, followed by the French in the 18th and 19th centuries and the  

Germans in the 20th century. 

Lough Foyle has been of strategic importance both for invasion and defence over a period of 

600 years. The Martello fort at Greencastle was built (adjacent the earlier castle site) as 

defence against the French during the Napoleonic period in c. 1801 (Wolfe Tone had been 

intercepted at Lough Swilly in 1798).  As well as forming part of a wider network of forts 

around the British Isles, the group around Lough Swilly and Lough Foyle are of particular 

importance. 

Lough Swilly is defended by several forts because of it potential as a natural harbour for a 

large number of ships.  Lough Foyle, whilst it approaches Derry directly, is less suited to large 

numbers of ships due the narrow tidal navigation which forces shipping to the Donegal side 

of the Lough and thus easily defended.  The site at Greencastle, jointly with the Martello 

tower fortification at Magilligan opposite (built 1817), defends the entrance to Lough Foyle 

providing artillery covering fire over the entire expanse of water to be defended.  
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Figure 12:  Lough Foyle & Lough Swilly 

3.15 Administrative Structures & Reforms ς Institutions 

Prior to social reforms in the 19th century the poor were supported by their communities 

either through extended family ties or through alms distributed by the church. Prior to this, 

charity was dispensed through the monasteries until the Plantation,  when the conversion of 

the Roman Catholic church to Protestantism was also implemented as part of the process 

known as the Reformation.  Tithes, which facilitated this role, were paid to the church until 

the church was disestablished from the state in 1869.  

Local civil parishes were responsible for looking after the poor, education, graveyards etc. 

The local authority, responsible for roads, bridges, hospitals and courthouses, was the Grand 

Jury whose members comprised the most powerful of the local landlords.  They proceeded  

to raise taxes at a local level in order to carry out such administrative reforms . 

A number of factors coincided during the 19th century that were intended to reduce the risk 

of social unrest that might lead to a revolution such as that experienced in America  in 1783 

and  in France in 1799.  Britain was also at war with both the French and the Americans in 

the early decades of the 19th century.  Ireland, as in previous centuries was at risk of a 

revolution occurring whilst increases in social movement due to development of towns and 

increases in rural poverty were also risk factors. 
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¢ƘŜ ǇŜƴŀƭ ƭŀǿǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜƳƻǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мунлΩǎ ŀƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎǎ ŀƴŘ tǊŜǎōȅǘŜǊƛŀƴǎ ǘƻ ǇǊŀŎǘƛǎŜ 

their faith legally for the first time since the 17th ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅΦ  Lƴ ǘƘŜ муолΩǎ ǘƘŜ tƻƻǊ [ŀǿ ¦ƴƛƻƴǎ 

were established which gradually removed power from the church giving responsibility for 

welfare to the state although services were still provided by the churches. 

The poor law unions which were responsible for the study area were associated with towns 

and were located at Limavady, Londonderry and Strabane.  In addition to the legacy of the 

Poor Law Unions in the form architectural and cultural heritage of Workhouse buildings they 

are also a valuable source of historical records. There is a dispensary and cottage located on 

the Sea Coast road at Bellarena dating to c. 1840 as well as a workhouse on the Glendermott 

Road, Derry.  
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3.16 Famine & Emigration 

Two major periods of emigration occurred which impacted on the landscape in the study 

area.  These are the mid 19th century Ulster Scots ΨƎǊŜŀǘ migrationΩ and Famine Migration 

also in the mid-nineteenth century. 

The Ulster Scots migration saw almost 250,000, mainly Presbyterian, people emigrate to 

America from Ireland.  This was primarily for economic reasons where land rents were raised 

excessively at the end of lease periods; income from agriculture was affected due to unfair 

legislation from the English parliament  and finally due to harvest failures affecting both food 

production and the production of flax for linen.  

¢Ƙƛǎ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƻƴŜ ŦŀŎǘƻǊ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ǎŜŀǎƻƴŀƭ ƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǿŜǎǘ 5ƻƴŜƎŀƭ ǘƻ άǘƘŜ 

[ŀƎƎŀƴέ ŀƴŘ ƘƛǊƛƴƎ ŦŀƛǊǎ ŀǘ {ǘǊŀōŀƴŜ ǘƻ ŀǎǎƛǎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛŜƭŘǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ 

months during the latter part of the 19th century. The population of Ireland was estimated 

at about 1 million people in the 17th century and reached a peak of more than 8 million 

people immediately prior to 1850.  The population declined to approximately half of this to 4 

million by 1930 and has gradually increased since then.  The Great Famine of the 1840s 

coincided with the peak population increase and number declined rapidly due to starvation 

and emigration.  Ulster was less affected by migration than other parts of Ireland with area 
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with estimated population falls of 10-20% in County Londonderry and 0-10% in the areas of 

the Laggan and Tyrone. Derry was less affected by the ravages of the Famine than other 

counties due to a more mixed diet in the county (Crawford 1999, 528). The Impact of the 

Great Famine on Co. Tyrone was likewise described as light, when compared to other 

counties in Ireland (Grant 2000, 611).   The ability of the land in these areas to better sustain 

the population may, in part, have been due to the major population adjustment that had 

occurred due to the Ulster Scots migration a century earlier.  

The Londonderry Port was the principle port of emigration for the entire north of Ireland; 

J&J Cooke and McCorkells were the principal companies at the time of the great famine.  

Subsequenty, the Allan lines, and the Anchor Lines were to take passengers by tenders 

operated by the Moville Steamship Company from Derry to liners berthed at the lighthouse 

in Moville on the Donegal side of the Foyle. The outward trade established in the 19th 

century was also reversed as a means of inward tourism during the 20th century. 
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3.17 Industry: Raw Materials to Finished Products ς agriculture, milling, linen & shirt 

making 

The Port of Derry was a significant factor in the development of trade from the northwest of 

Ireland with Northern Europe, Britain and North America. 

Efficient use of resources required that trade worked both ways so that ships exporting 

material returned with materials such as timber for use in large construction work.  The 

legacy of this trade can be seen in the fine quality timber used in buildings throughout the 

regions, cast iron work, chimney pieces, ironmongery, agricultural machinery, boats etc. 

The local economy was an exporter of fish and agricultural products either processed or as 

raw material. 

Salmon 

Salmon from the Foyle was exported from the Medieval ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ƻƴǿŀǊŘǎΦ  .ŀǊǘƭŜǘǘΩǎ ƳŀǇ ƻŦ 

¦ƭǎǘŜǊ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŜ ά¢ƘŜ {ŀƭƳƻƴ CƛǎƘƛƴƎέ ŀǘ ŀ ǎǘǊŜǘŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊƛǾŜǊ with gravel and sand banks 
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between St. Johnston and Lifford. In 1834 the salmon fishery on Lough Foyle employed 120 

men and an equal number of water-keepers (Bailiffs) (Lewis 1837, 301). The salmon were 

shipped to Liverpool and Glasgow and sometimes were pickled and shipped to markets in 

London (ibid). An oyster fishery was also established on Lough Foyle  in 1829 and this seems 

to have been relatively lucrative (Lewis 1837, 302). Sea fisheries were a lot more haphazard 

ŀƴŘ ǿŜǊŜ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ ΨǇǊŜŎŀǊƛƻǳǎΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ȅƛŜƭŘ Ψŀ ǎŎŀƴǘȅ ǎǳǇǇƭȅΩ ό[Ŝǿƛǎ муотΣ олмύΦ 5ŜǊǊȅΣ 

however was the main market for sea fish landed at the various small ports and havens in 

east Inishowen.  

The culture surrounding salmon fishing has declined significantly in recent years so that 

buildings and features associated with this trade are beginning to disappear. Like many 

structures built for the purposes of utility, their importance is not in terms of their 

architectural design or material quality, but as rare examples of past industry and society.  

These buildings are now  at risk through redundancy although they might easily be reused 

for some other useful purpose.  Many modest structures associated with this trade have 

already disappeared leaving only a small number of surviving ice houses and processing 

buildings.  One such processing building and ice house at the Gribben near Bready, is not 

protected but is potentially at risk.  Others adjacent to the east side of the Craigavon Bridge 

are better known. 

Linen 

Another significant Ulster industry that has disappeared is the linen trade.  This trade 

developed substantially in the 18th century, with a very high proportion of farms growing flax 

plants.  After 1750 linen was the main manufacturing industry in Derry and this led to the 

development of other industries in the city (Currie 1999, 338). The stalks of the flax plant 

were cracked and outer husk removed in a process known as scutching allowing the fibres to 

be taken for use in weaving the linen cloth.  Cloth or completed clothing items were 

bleached outdoors on greens prior to be sold for export.  Linen halls were constructed 

ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ LǊŜƭŀƴŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ мтулΩǎΦ ! ƴŜǿ ƭƛƴŜƴ Ƙŀƭƭ ǿŀǎ ōǳƛƭǘ ƛƴ 5ŜǊǊȅ ƛƴ мунл ŀƴŘ ŀ ƴŜǿ 

linen market in 1839, indicating that the industry was flourishing at that time (Currie 1999, 

350-1).  Elements of the local linen industry seemed to have been in decline by the end of 

the 18th century.  Reference to historic Ordnance survey maps show bleaching green 

associated with landed estates almost completely gone by the mid 19th century.   Historic 

mapping reveals a very large number of water mills associated with farms throughout the 

study area.  The majority of these are associated with threshing grain or the processing of 

the flax stalk at farm level.  
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Whilst weaving may have largely been carried out manually or on a small scale in the 18th 

century, the linen thread was sent for export or for weaving at a small number of locations 

where this could be carried out.  IŜǊŘƳŀƴΩǎ Mill, at Sion Mills is one such site and is 

possibly the most important in Ulster both for its scale but also for its architecture and as a 

ǊŀǊŜ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƛƴ LǊŜƭŀƴŘ ƻŦ ŀ άƳƻŘŜƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅέ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ƻǿƴŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ǘŀƪŜƴ 

responsibility for the entire welfare of the workers in return for their labour.  

Other mills including flour and grain mills at Strabane and in City and Waterside area of 

Derry (Foyle Mills (flour and corn), Clooney Flour Mill, Victoria Mills (meal & flour)) are now 

substantially lost.  Whilst numerous, almost no intact examples which include machinery 

exist.  

The majority of rural mill buildings are essentially small vernacular structures and appear 

little  different from other agricultural buildings.  Many mills been converted to use as barns 

or converted to other uses and the machinery removed in the process.  If it is to be 

protected , the mill complex must be considered as a whole, including its weirs, waterworks 

and machinery; and riparian rights carefully guarded.    Mill sites provide some potential 

opportunity for small power generation and tourism uses.  The extent of this opportunity is 

not known, although past mapping would suggest that the potential resource is substantial.  

A dedicated  field survey will be required  to determine the extent of survival and actions 

that are needed to protect the industrial  fragments which survive and a pilot project 

involving proposals for reuse will also be required if anything of this important record of 

rural life is to be conserved in the future.   

Shirt making 

The industrial development of Derry largely began after the Great Famine and this included 

the establishment and growth of the most iconic of industries associated with the city - shirt 

making. Up until about 1850 shirt making was almost exclusively a cottage industry, while 

William Scott was the owner of the only shirt factories (five) in the city at the time (Coyne 

мфлнΣ пмуΤ IǳƳŜ нллнΣ мммΣ ммнύΦ {ƻƻƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ {ŎƻǘǘΩǎ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŜǎ ƘŀŘ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ 

shirt factories in both Derry and elsewhere and by 1857 there were fourteen shirt factories 

in Derry (Hume 2002, 111, 112).  This industry, which was of major economic importance to 

the whole northwest region continued to expand into the twentieth century. By 1890 one of 

the most influential manufacturers Tillie & Henderson employed 1500 hands in their five- 

storey ŦŀŎǘƻǊȅ ƻƴ CƻȅƭŜ wƻŀŘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ōƛƎƎŜǎǘ ŦŀŎǘƻǊȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ƛǘΩǎ 

doors for production and was deemed important enough for Karl Marx to reference in his 
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book Das Kapital (http://www.culturenorthernireland.org). By 1902 there were thirty-eight 

factories employing 18,000 full-time workers in Derry and another 80,000 privately owned 

sewing machines throughout the surrounding countryside (Tierney 1978, 65). By 1926 the 

city had 44 shirt factories employing some 8,000 of the 45,000 population. This was the peak 

of the industry in Derry, when it supplied much of the UK and its colonies and other parts of 

Europe. The industry provided predominantly female employment on the sewing machines 

and this steady, moderately paid employment added greatly to the local economy. The 

industry fell into decline after the second world war and by the end of the twentieth century 

was forced out of the market due to cheaper manufacturing in the developing world.  

These buildings are extremely robust and relatively easily adapted and examples such as the 

Star Factory, City Factory, Rosemount Factory show how these buildings can be reused.   

Dedalus Architecture, with the assistance of Annesley Malley, made proposals in 2002 to 

show how the Tillie & Henderson building might be reused as a hotel; before it was 

eventually demolished following a concerted campaign of vandalism to burn the building 

down. 

The Hamilton factory was demolished earlier this year and other buildings such as the 

Sinclair & Company factory on Abercorn Road remain at risk and an active campaign is 

required to prevent further losses of buildings which came to exemplify the city in the 19th 

century. 
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3.18 Transport: Railways, Roads & Canals 

Bridges 

Historically, transport by water was the fastest means of export and/or communication, 

hence the strong links to Scotland and the islands within the study area and the importance 

of the Foyle to the overall defence of Ireland, particularly during 20th century war periods.  

Substantial road networks were established after the plantation, including bridges which 

superseded fording points. Indeed there are significant bridge assets located within the 

study area including multispan stone structures at Newtownstewart (Old Bridge), Strabane 

(Strabane Bridge within the town spanning the River Mourne from Bridge Street; and 

Glencush Bridge, formerly Stranabrosney Bridge).   

Clady Bridge is a nine-span stone structure at Strabane, built c.1700, carrying Urney Road 

over the River Finn to County Donegal on an east/west axis, located to west of Clady village. 

There were earlier structures at the site and Clady itself has historical origins with the 

location having been the scene of a battle between the Cineal Conaill and Cineal Eoghain in 

the 784AD (Annals of the Four Masters).  The absence of bridge crossing points of the river 

north of Lifford until the 18th century meant that ferry crossings such as that at Dunnalong  

were also sources of trade. Indeed, the redundancy of such features were, also in the case of 

Dunnalong, the cause of their demise. 

There are two twentieth century significant bridges crossing the Foyle in the City environs, 

the Craigavon Bridge and the Foyle Bridge; whilst more recently, the pedestrian Peace 

Bridge (2011) links the City from the Guildhall/Harbour Square to Ebrington Barracks at the 

Waterside. Craigavon Bridge (constructed 1933) is the most southerly of the three bridges 

and is a good example of one of only a few double-deck road bridges in Europe.  Craigavon 

Bridge is the third bridge to be built at this location. The first bridge over the River Foyle was 

a wooden, built in 1790. It was assembled in America and transported to Derry to be 

positioned in the Bridge Street area about 90 metres north of the present bridge. It was built 

from 1789-1791 between Bridge Street and Fountain Hill. The structure allowed for a 

drawbridge as the inhabitants of Strabane had navigational rights to the river.  In 1863, a 

steel bridge (Carlisle Bridge) was erected a little further upstream, almost where Craigavon 

Bridge is today, to replace the old wooden structure (http://goireland.com/bridges-in-

ireland). The Foyle Bridge (opened 1984), the central cantilever span of which is the longest 

in Ireland at 234 metres, and the whole suspended bridge structure including the approach 

spans is also the longest in Ireland at 866 metres. The three main river spans are of steel box 
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construction and were built by Harland and Wolff shipyard in Belfast in six segments. The 

bridge crosses the Foyle at Madam's Bank, which is the same site as YƛƴƎ WŀƳŜǎ LLΩǎ army 

chose to place their boom barrier during the Siege of Derry in 1688-1689. 
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Roads 

Communications short-comings throughout the Foyle Valley during the seventeenth and 

eighteenth centuries was one of the major obstacles to trade and development of the 

region. A lack of roads generally and the non-existence of a bridge crossing the River Bann 

south of Coleraine (and other water courses) focused trade from Derry towards Coleraine 

(as opposed to towns to the south of Coleraine) (Currie 1999, 339).  Many of the main roads 

that connected the major towns did so in an inefficient manor. Existing roads were 

highlighted in the 18th century by the Taylor & Skinner maps.  The nineteenth century also 

saw some improvement in the road network, not least through the works associated with 

famine relief, for example as at Ψ.ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ wƻŀŘΩ in Magilligan LCA which provides a drietc link 

ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǿ ŦƭƛŜǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ [ƛƳŀǾŀŘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ .ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎŜ ŀǘ 5ƻǿƴƘƛƭƭΦ Many of these 

routes are still the most direct, intact and useful for local walking and cycling.  The 

development of new dual carriage roadways whilst presenting a potential significant threat 

also provide an opportunity for reprioritising use of existing  roads for pedestrian and 

cyclists. Many of the routes formerly serviced by the railways were serviced by buses from 

ǘƘŜ мфолΩǎ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƭƻǎǳǊŜ ƻŦ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ǌŀƛƭǿŀȅ ƭƛƴŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфрлΩǎΦ  

The A2 Seaview Road within the Magilligan LCA is an important route within the study area 

ŀǎ ƛǘ ŦƻǊƳǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǳǊƛǎǘ ǘǊŀƛƭ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Ψ/ŀǳǎŜǿŀȅ /ƻŀǎǘŀƭ wƻǳǘŜΩΦ  
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Railways 

There are a number of railways that traversed the study area during the nineteenth and 

twentieth century; up to present day. These include the Londonderry & Coleraine Railway 

line constructed in 1845 (the Belfast and North Counties Railway (BNCR) main line traverses 

the Magilligan and Foyle Alluvial Plain LCAs); the Londonderry & Lough Swilly Railway 

(L&LSR) traverses the Derry Slopes LCA; whilst the Great Northern Railway (GNR) and the 

Strabane ςLondonderry Narrow Gauge Railway traverse the Foyle Valley LCA.   

The Londonderry and Lough Swilly Railway Company (The L&LSR) was incorporated in June 

1853. It contained 99 miles of narrow gauge track servicing a route between Derry and 

eastern and northern County Donegal and later as far west as Burtonport. On the other side 

of the river Foyle the Great Northern Railway (GNR) ran between Derry and Strabane, with 

connections to the Donegal County Railway and to Omagh from Strabane Station. This 

extensive network of railway lines in the northwest of Ireland contributed to the 

development of Derry City and Strabane at this time, as they were the destinations of large 

amounts of agricultural goods transported there by train from the surrounding agricultural 

areas. Much of the railway embankments and many of the bridges and abutments are still 

extant as a visible and prominent feature within the study area. Some of the stations too 

have been preserved, including Bellarena Station and Level crossing (IHR 0133902800), 

which is still in use on the Derry to Belfast main line. 

The only surviving section of railway line, along the Lough Foyle coastline has been described 

ŀǎ άƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘe ƎǊŜŀǘ Ǌŀƛƭǿŀȅ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘέ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ǘƻǳǊƛǎƳ 

potential for the line, in addition to its use as part of a 21st century public transport system.  

The major part of the track bead of all of the lines in the region remains undeveloped 

ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ άƎǊŜŜƴǿŀȅǎέ that are already being 

utilised for walking and cycle routes which have the additional benefit reserving the track 

space for reuse in the future for public transport purposes. 
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Canals 

Canals featured within the study are during the late eighteenth century and early nineteenth 

century, largely prior to the arrival of the railways.  
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The Strabane Canal opened in 1796 and connected the market town of Strabane to Derry 

City and port via the River Foyle. Like the railways that succeeded it, the canal helped 

develop the town of Strabane by making it a hub for agricultural produce from Counties 

Tyrone and Donegal and connecting it to markets in Derry. The canal was very successful in 

the early part of the 19th century but after the opening of the GNR line in 1847 it went into 

decline, ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƛǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǳƴǘƛƭ мфснΦ  The Strabane Canal is a scheduled monument and 

a prominent feature within the Foyle Valley LCA.  

The Broharris Canal was constructed in the 1820s when a 2 mile (3.2 km) long cut was made 

on the south shore of Lough Foyle near Ballykelly in the direction of Limavady. It served both 

as a drainage channel and for transport with goods being brought from Londonderry Port, as 

well as shellfish and kelp from the sand banks along the shore. 

A further canal was constructed, probably in the 17th or early 18th century, at Willsborough, 

Donnybrewer, near Eglinton.  The canal was probably designed as part of a drainage scheme, 

although the layout appears allow the transport of material from the land to barns at the 

rear of the main house. 

In the 19th century, other plans were developed, but never implemented, further inland 

between Strabane and Bready as part of a proposal create a new shipping link with 

Enniskillen and Lough Erne 

.There was also a scheme to link Lough Foyle & Lough Swilly via the Skeogue River; this like 

the other proposals was overtaken by the coming of the railway. 

3.19 Lough Foyle & World War 2 

Lough Foyle remains of military strategic importance and so it was in World War 2.  The 

north Atlantic was a crucial supply line for food and munitions during that period and the 

German U-boat fleet was a threat to this. 

Derry was the most westerly of the allied ports, a centre for Atlantic convoys comprising 

merchant vessels and protective escort.  The following is based on a summary of material 

provided by the Loughs Agency: 

 

άFour major airfields were established to defend the merchant fleet: 1) RAF Coastal 

Command at Ballykelly flew  anti-submarine patrols using  US Flying Fortresses and 

Liberators; 2) RAF  Coastal Command station operated from Limavady/Aghanloo flew anti-
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submarine patrols using Whitleys, Hudsons and Wellington bombers; 3) RAF  Eglinton 

Fighter Command,  now City of Derry Airport, was used to defend Derry and to escort 

convoys using  Hurricanes and Spitfires later under the Royal Navy Fleet Air Arm became a 

training centre for naval fighter units training in Corsairs, Barracuddas, Hellcats, Seafires, 

Skuas, Roc and Martinets; 4) Maydown, as a satellite airfield for Eglinton was used by the 

Fleet Air Arm flying Swordfish aircraft that served the Merchant Aircraft Carriers. 

 

Two of these airfields remain in use.  Of the two that have been abandoned, there are 

vestiges of the runway left at Maydown, which is now an industrial site; there are substantial 

remains of Aghanloo, part of which has been developed for light industry. 

There were 109 Canadian, 35 British and 4 US naval ships based in the Foyle.  There were 

also Ǿƛǎƛǘǎ ōȅ wǳǎǎƛŀƴΣ ΨŦǊŜŜΩ 5ǳǘŎƘΣ ΨŦǊŜŜΩ tƻƭƛǎƘ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀƭƭƛŜŘ ǎƘƛǇǎΣ ƛƴ 5ŜǊǊȅ ŦƻǊ ǊŜǇŀƛǊΣ 

refuelling or based there temporarily.  

The importance of Londonderry to the Allied war effort is demonstrated by the level of anti-

aircraft protection afforded it. There were Heavy Anti Aircraft Batteries at Carmony, 

Galliagh, Culmore, Campsie, Ballymagroarty and Mabouy. Light Anti Aircraft Batteries 

were sited at Lisahally and at the city centre docks, including the placement of artillery guns 

on the roof of Bryce and Westons (now Longs Supermarket).έ 

There are substantial remains of anti-aircraft battery positions and military support 

structures throughout the Foyle Alluvial Plain LCA.  The majority of these features are 

protected but are at potential risk as they have no contemporary function or proposed use. 

Lisahally, at the mouth of the River Foyle near to Culmore was selected as the port where 

the official, surrender of the fleet of more than 70 U-boats would take place.  The jetties 

where the U-boats were penned before being scuttled off the coast of Donegal, still exist 

although in a ruined state. 

3.20 ¢ƘŜ ά¢ǊƻǳōƭŜǎέ 

From a viewpoint so close to the violent events of the recent past it is difficult to see what 

heritage assets have resulted. 

The stories behind the news media images of human suffering and conflict have been 

relayed to the wider world through the visual arts, prose, poetry and song and these are, 

perhaps, the greatest assets from this period. 
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The medium of wall murals is particularly relevant to the city, occupying sites which in other 

circumstances might have been used as advertising space.  Significant mural paintings can be 

found in the Bogside area below the city walls around Free Derry Corner.  In other parts of 

the city, former paramilitary murals have been repainted, with the support of the 

community, to promote positive political messages.  Examples of these can be found in the 

Lincoln Courts estate in the Waterside. 

 

There is an undoubted interest, from those outside the city, in exploring neighbourhoods 

made famous through the news media and now more easily accessible to the tourist.  For 

the time being at least, these are places which provide a powerful means through which he 

ƘǳƳŀƴ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ƘǳƳŀƴ ŜŦŦŜŎǘ ƻŦ  ΨǘƘŜ ¢ǊƻǳōƭŜǎΩ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǘƻƭŘΦ 

 

Whilst built heritage references include a photographic record of fortifications such as 

ΨŘǊŀƎƻƴǎ ǘŜŜǘƘΩΣ ǎŀƴƎŀǊ ǘƻǿŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƻōǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ Ǉƻǎǘǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜ ŀ ǘŜǊǊƛōƭŜ ōŜŀǳǘȅΣ 

the impact of these structures and military society behind them, on the lives of all of the 

people in the region has been exclusively negative and the systematic removal of these 

features has been welcomed and is almost complete.  

 

¦ƴƭƛƪŜ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ǇŜǊƛƻŘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ tƭŀƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ {ƛŜƎŜΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƘƛŎƘ 

there are obvious comparisons to be made, the military structures associated with this 

period are less durable.  

 

An enduring counterpoint that considers the shared heritage that connect us and the Foyle 

ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ WƻƘƴ aƻƴǘŀƎǳŜΩǎ ǇƻŜƳ ά! bŜǿ {ƛŜƎŜέ; the edited version below 

was selected by Liam McCormick in 1977 for a Radio Ulster Programme - Remembrance of 

Things Present: 

Symbol of Ulster 
 these sloping streets 
blackened walls 
 sick at heart and 
seeking a sign 
 the flaghung gloom 
ƻŦ {ǘ /ƻƭǳƳōΩǎ 
 the brass eagle of 
the lectern bearing 
 the Sermon on the Mount 
in its shoulders 
 Ψ! Ŏƛǘȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ  
set on a hill 
 Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ōŜ ƘƛŘΦΩ 
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/ƻƭǳƳōŀΩǎ 5ŜǊǊȅΗ 
 ledge of angels 
radiant oakwood 
 where the man-dove 
knelt to master 
 his fiery temper 
exile chastened 
 the bright candle 
of the Uí Néill 
 burns from Iona 
lightens Scotland 
 with beehive huts 
glittering manuscripts 
 but he remembers 
his secret name 
 ΨIŜ ǿƘƻ ǎŜǘ Ƙƛǎ 
ōŀŎƪ ƻƴ LǊŜƭŀƴŘΦΩ 
 
 
Lines of leaving 
 lines of returning 
the long estuary 
 of Lough Foyle, a 
ship motionless 
 in wet darkness 
mournfully hooting 
 as a tender creeps 
to carry passengers 
 back to Ireland 
a child of four 
 this sad sea city 
my landing place 
 the loneliness of 
[ƛǊΩǎ ǿƘƛǘŜ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΩǎ 
 ice-crusted wings 
forever spread 
 at the harbour mouth. 
 
 
Lines of suffering 
 lines of defeat 
under the walls 
 ghetto terraces 
sharp pallor of 
 unemployed shades 
slope shouldered 
 broken bottles 
pubs and bookies 
 red brick walls 
Falls or Shankhill 
 Lecky or Fountain 
ƭƻǾŜΩǎ ŀƭƭŜȅǿŀȅ 
 message scrawled 
Popehead : Tague 
 my own name 
ƘŀǘǊŜŘΩǎ ǎȅƴƻƴȅƳ 
 
 
 But will the meek 
inherit the earth? 
 Religion poisons us 
North and South 
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 A special force of  
ŀƴƎŜƭǎ ǿŜΩŘ ƴŜŜŘ 
 to put manners on us. 
If the young were 
 ƘƻƴŜǎǘΣ ǘƘŜȅΩŘ ŀŘƳƛǘ 
ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘƻƭŘ 
 with the half of it 
The Showbands 
 and the borders halls 
ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŦŦ 
 Said the guardian 
of the empty church 
 pale siege windows 
shining behind us 
 
 
Across the border 
 a dead man 
drives to school 
 past the fort 
at Greencastle 
 a fury of love 
for North, South 
 eats his heart 
on the far side 

a rocky promontory 
his family name 
 hΩ/ŀƘŀƴΣ hΩYŀƴŜ 
my uncle watches 
 sails upon Foyle 
(a flock of swans) 
 drives forward 

3.21 20th Century Development 

The late 19th and 20th centuries saw unprecedented advances in technology including in the 

design and construction of buildings.  Developments in the use of materials such as Portland 

cement, concrete, iron and steel allowed the generation of new forms. 

¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ŦǊŀƳŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ !ǳǎǘƛƴΩǎ 

department store in the Diamond. 

Use of reinforced concrete allowed construction of unusual shapes associated with airfield 

and structures in the Foyle Alluvial Plain.  Large scale industrial and farm buildings are made 

possible by developments in steel frame cladding systems. 

These developments in new materials also mirrored a decline in knowledge and skill in 

traditional construction methods.  In recent years this has also increased losses due to 

increases in cost, ineffective repairs, absence of traditional maintenance patterns and use of 

incorrect materials in the repair of traditionally constructed historic buildings.  At the same 

time, the new construction forms are often not as durable as their traditional counterparts 

and their maintenance and conservation require additional skill sets to repair. 
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Population growth within the cities saw the development of new forms of housing.  A 

notable example is the prototype garden suburb at Victoria Park which formed a model for 

suburban development for the middle classes, if less well located and executed, elsewhere 

in the city.     

Housing projects for the less well off were much less successful and relatively new 

structures, such as the Rossville Street flats, intended to improve poor housing conditions in 

the Bogside area of the city, were short lived or have required major modification.  Whilst it 

is difficult to separate to separate the image of these buildings from the social and political 

ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊŜǾŀƛƭŜŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ мфтлΩǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƳƻǊŜ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻnal 

terraced house forms by the Northern Ireland Housing Executive and housing associations 

appears to have been a more successful approach to the provision of social housing.   In 

general, the 20th century housing estates of Derry~Londonderry are remarkable due to their 

extent rather than for their architectural merit. 

Fortunately there were also some positive examples from this period almost exclusively 

ŦǊƻƳ ŀǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǎ /ƻǊǊ ϧ aŎ/ƻǊƳƛŎƪ ŀƴŘ [ƛŀƳ aŎ/ƻǊƳƛŎƪΩǎ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇǎ ǿƛǘƘ WƻŜ ¢ǊŜŀŎȅ 

and Tom Mullarkey.     Many of the most important Corr & McCormick schools and health 

ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ мфрлΩǎ ŀƴŘ слΩǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŜŘ ƻǊ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǳŦŦŜǊŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǇƻƻǊ 

quality renovation, although important examples such as Barrack Hill primary school and the 

former hospital outpatient clinic at Strabane still survive and appear to be well cared for. 

[ƛŀƳ aŎ/ƻǊƳƛŎƪ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǎǳōǳǊōŀƴ ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎΣ {ǘ aŀǊȅΩǎ /ǊŜƎƎŀƴ ŀƴŘ hǳǊ [ŀŘȅ ƻŦ [ƻǳǊŘŜǎ ŀǘ 

Steelstown, constructed almost 20 years apart; these are, perhaps, the most significant 

ecclesiastical structures in the city from this period. 

The last decades of the 20th century saw efforts made to mend the city through conservation 

ŀƴŘ ǊŜǇŀƛǊΤ ƴŜǿ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ǿŜǊŜ ΨƛƴǘŜǊǾŜƴǘƛƻƴǎΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀōǊƛŎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΤ ǊŜŘǳƴŘŀƴǘ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴǎ 

ǿŜǊŜ  ǘǊŜŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ  ΨŀŘŀǇǘƛǾŜ ǊŜǳǎŜΩΦ  Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ŜŦŦŜŎǘ ƻŦ ǎŎƘŜƳŜǎ Ǌǳƴ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 

Walled City Partnership, there are several positive examples of adaptive reuse such as the 

Verbal Arts Centre and Playhouse Theatre; and examples of intervention such as the 

Millennium Forum or the, ¢ǳƻƳŜȅ ϧ hΩ5ƻƴƴŜƭƭ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ, ά!ƴ /ǳƭǘǳǊƭŀƴƴέ ƻƴ DǊŜŀǘ WŀƳŜǎΩ 

Street. 
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3.22 Future Developments 

Repair of relationships amongst communities will take time but can be assisted through 

collective efforts to the repair the city centre and the centre of towns in the region. 

The Foyle is a natural focus, and the city of Derry a natural centre; this is a position that is 

likely to be reinforced as normal city activities are allowed to resume. 

The process of repair is a civilising influence on the city.  The requirement for future 

economies in the use of energy may also see people return to the city in greater numbers as 

transport costs rise.  

There are likely to be opposing factors such as improvements in communications which also 

allow development of new cottage industries in rural areas. 

New regimes for maintenance and repair are to be established as envisaged by the 

conservation plan for the city walls.  Significant restoration projects such as the Guildhall are 

to be completed.   The former barracks at Ebrington are to be adapted and reused and new 

interventions such as the Peace Bridge create new connections.  These major projects, if a 

sense of local ownership can be achieved, will be significant generators of investment in the 

city. 

¢ƘŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ǊŜƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ōŜ ƎǳŀǊŀƴǘŜŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŀ ΨǘƻǇ ŘƻǿƴΩ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ƛƴ 

repair of the most not(ic)able buildings  is also required to be balanced by investment in the 

ΨƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅΩΦ  ¢ƻ ǎƻƳŜ ŜȄǘŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ŀƭƭŜŘ /ƛǘȅ tŀǊǘƴŜrship Townscape 

Heritage Initiative begins to address this, although efforts are still largely focussed on 

relatively important buildings.  The number of buildings at risk is still alarmingly high; with a 

proportionately greater number than comparable cities in the UK. (Source: Walled City 

Partnership.) 

This audit document demonstrates that heritage, is not only about significant individual 

features but also features that are made up from the accumulation of many elements; the 

concept of architectural Conservation Areas are a recognition of this.    Within the context of 

rural heritage the loss of vernacular houses and farm building continues unabated with little 

in the way of protection or incentive to prevent this. 

The use of architectural conservation areas is unlikely to be appropriate in the rural context 

and there are other, excellent, models such as the Mourne Homesteads Project and the 

Heritage Council Traditional Farm Buildings schemes which provide examples of way in 
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which vernacular buildings, which should form the bulk of the historic building stock, can be 

protected and reused into the future at relatively little cost. 

As the city infrastructure is improved into the future there are other threats in the form of 

development along the riverside and road building, in particular, is a source of concern.  

Apparently comprehensive impact assessments deal well with aspects that are measurable; 

however, unprotected and intangible cultural features are less easily determined.  One 

cannot doubt the benefits that better communications will have to the city itself, but there is 

a corresponding price to be paid in terms of impact on the rural heritage of the region.  

Similar issues may not have been of concern to the 19th century engineers responsible for 

building the embankment and reclaiming ground from Lough Foyle which resulted in what 

ǘƻŘŀȅ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ άŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ Ǌŀƛƭǿŀȅ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘέΦ   tŜǊƘŀǇǎ ǘƘŜ 

proposed plans for the A5 road are the opportunity for this generation to achieve a similar 

feat and such an ambition would be heartening; however, even a cursory review of the 

proposals suggest otherwise.  It is quite clear to the writer that the impact assessment of the 

routes within the Foyle Valley, deals with the measurable, but has not understood the 

profoundly negative effect that the road structure will have on the on the settings of historic 

buildings and natural landscapes over a wide area.  This may well be a price worth paying, 

but needs to be recognised before it can be considered. 

Road development may also bring about some positive effects, providing relief from existing 

roads and potentially releasing space for pedestrians and cyclists on the routes that benefit 

from links with the landscape of the river basin. However, if such a dividend is to be realised, 

wider ambitions must also be considered at an early stage. 

Climate change is a major factor to be considered in the future and the area between 

Strabane and Bready, in particular is likely to be subject to serious flooding both from rising 

sea levels and increases in rainfall.  The historic patterns of building, established prior to 

improvements in drainage, indicate the lands that are at risk. 

Greater consideration will need to be given to the requirement for building at all and 

emphasis placed on better use of existing resources.  Incentives may be given for 

programmes of maintenance and repair and credit given for the positive environmental 

aspects of reuse of existing buildings both in urban and rural context. 

The findings of this study and the nature of development already undertaken in the city of 

Derry~ Londonderry, in the early years of this century suggests that the long term future of 

the region may also lie in its past.  
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4 A CIRCUIT OF THE FOYLE BASIN 

An analysis of data is provided in relation to each LCA area in turn starting in the North, moving 

southwards following the east bank of the river and returning to the Derry Slopes and, finally, the 

city itself. 

o Magilligan Lowlands 

o Foyle Alluvial Plain 

o Burngibbagh & Drumahoe 

o Foyle Valley 

o Derry Slopes 

o The City 
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4.1 Magilligan Lowlands 

MAGILLIGAN LOWLANDS ς Landscape Character Area 

The Landscape Character Area (LCA) forms the extent of the study area defined in the project 

brief.  The following map and text relates to the MAGILLIGAN LOWLANDS Landscape Character 

Area ς as described by Northern Ireland Environment Agency (NIEA) 

 

 

Figure 13:  м ǘƻ рлΣллл ǎŎŀƭŜ 5ƛǎŎƻǾŜǊȅ ƳŀǇ όŎύ h{bLΤ ǘƘŜ άaŀƎƛƭƭƛƎŀƴ [ƻǿƭŀƴŘǎέ ŀǊŜ ƻǳǘƭƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǊŜŘ 

 
άYŜȅ /ƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛǎǘƛŎǎ 

o completely flat alluvial plain, dominated by the Binevenagh cliffs; rugged sand dune ridges shelter 
Magilligan Strand 

o homogeneous landscape of rectangular fields subdivided by a grid of drainage ditches. Isolated farm 
buildings reached by straight, embanked tracks branching at right angles from the main road 

o principal  settlements form linear development along main road 
o open, with occasional isolated hedgerows and groups of trees; some small shelterbelts near farm 

buildings 
o geometric pattern gives landscape an artificial, engineered character 

Landscape Description 

The Magilligan Lowlands are found on the eastern shores of Lough Foyle, at the foot of the basalt 
escarpment of Binevenagh. The lowland originates from deposits of alluvium and blown sand which 
accumulated to form a large, flat triangle of land in the lee of the long sand-spit leading to Magilligan Point. 
The dramatic cliffs of Binevenagh form a striking backdrop to this flat coastal plain and the mountains of 
Donegal are visible as a distant horizon to the west of Lough Foyle. The rugged outline of the sand dunes 
along the edge of Magilligan Strand stand out clearly as a contrast to the flat, expansive lowland to the 
south. The lowlands are artificially drained, by a combination of mechanical pumping and drainage ditches 
and the resultant sandy soils are some of the most productive farmland in the Province. 
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This is a unique landscape in Northern Ireland. It has an engineered, artificial character, with open fields, 
ditches and roads forming an abstract pattern of straight lines and right angles. Larger settlements are 
strung out along the principal roads but the predominantly white farm buildings are focal points in this open, 
rather uniform landscape and the outlines of their roofs and barns often form the skyline in local views. Farm 
tracks connect at right-angles to the main road forming an open-ended ladder pattern. Most are on low 
embankments, bounded on both sides by open ditches. The landscape has an open, windswept character 
with few trees and hedgerows. Fields are predominantly arable, with smaller pastures concentrated towards 
the foot of the basalt escarpment. 

They are generally bounded by wire fences and all are edged with straight, open drainage ditches which have 
a scrubby character and form a contrast to the smooth textures and muted colours of the arable fields. 
Shelterbelts near farmsteads stand out clearly in the open landscape.  The rugged, natural forms of the sand 
dunes, which shelter Magilligan Strand, are in strong contrast to the flat, smooth arable fields to the south. 
The dunes are exposed, with only a few stunted mounds of hawthorn and gorse. There is an extensive rifle 
range in the dunes, and Benone Caravan Park is close to the road and Binevenagh. 

Landscape Condition and Sensitivity to Change 

The few hedgerows are unmanaged and in poor condition. They form disconnected blocks rather than a 
network which might shelter wildlife and encourage species migration. The drainage ditches appear to be in 
good condition although they are rarely associated with uncultivated buffer zones which might increase their 
nature conservation value. Some derelict and underused farm buildings are highly visible in this open 
landscape. It is not possible to screen unsightly development such as waste tips and industrial areas since the 
whole area is overlooked from viewpoints along the basalt escarpment to the east. 

These panoramic views ensure that the landscape is highly sensitive to change; the impact of potential 
changes should be carefully assessed in relation to views from the basalt escarpment. The sand dune 
landscapes are valued for their wild, unstructured character. They form a relatively narrow band and are 
therefore vulnerable to the visual influence of development and intensive agriculture along their margins. 

Principles for Landscape Management 

o Although hedgerows are not a characteristic feature of this landscape type, some replanting and 
strengthening of the existing hedgerows near farms to the east of the main road would help to provide 
a stronger sense of place. 

o The groups of mature trees near farm buildings in this area tend to be of the same age and there is a 
need for new planting in small groups to maintain these important local features. 

o If recreational developments are to be integrated within the dune landscape, it is important that the 
materials and colours used are sympathetic. For instance, golf courses should not have artificially 
induced "green" fairways and greens and structures should be constructed from dark wood, perhaps 
using turf roofs where possible. 

Principles for Accommodating New Development  

o New development, or changes to the landscape pattern, such as the subdivision of farmland into 
smaller units, may lead to the erosion of its distinctive landscape character. 

The materials, massing and colour of new farm buildings are visually significant since these elements are so 
ǇǊƻƳƛƴŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƛŘŜǊ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜΦέ 
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MAGILLIGAN LOWLANDS ς Historic Landscape Characterisation 

A review of the historical documentation relating to the landscape study area demonstrates that 

the landscape characteristics of the site are substantially unchanged since the earliest available 

records, from 400 years ago.   The official LCA, landscape character area, as its name implies is 

determined   somewhat arbitrarily by the location of the 10m Ordnance Survey mapping contour 

line and reflects the physical topography of the site.  The historical setting cannot be understood 

adequately  from a reading of the landscape that is contained within this boundary division and we 

have used the physical spatial boundaries of the site as the extent of our review with limited 

reference to features beyond this. 

Interestingly, this spatial boundary is also similar to the civil parish boundaries and also includes 

the western slopes of Binevenagh.   Whilst the slopes are part of a separate character area they 

allow the inclusion of the church and monastic settlements which were deliberately sited at a 

height overlooking the parish lands.  The raised burial site of the Tamlaght church gives the parish 

its name.   This relationship between church and landscape was repeated throughout the history 

of the area with religious houses established by both St Columba and St Patrick and again with the 

ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ {ǘ /ŀŘŀƴΩǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфth century raised high above the levels. 

The names of townlands and early mapping also imply the practise of communal rundale farming 

over an area that extended from the shore line to mountain top with summer pastures located on 

high ground.  The radiating lands at Gortmore and Tircrevan form a sort of natural amphitheatre 

that seems to have created a unique natural environment in which wild flowers and plants 

flourished. 

Forests to the south were the last known home to wolves in Ireland and eagles lived on the cliff 

face of the mountainside 

Even in the 19th ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ {ŀƳǳŜƭ [ŜǿƛǎΩ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ƛƳǇƭƛŜǎ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǇƭŀŎŜΤ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ƘŜŀǾŜƴ ƻƴ ŜŀǊǘƘΦ   

Important features such as Downhill, the Mussenden temple or the Norburg Castle or Martello 

fort at Greencastle, outside the LCA, are also referred to as they overlook and had influence over 

the study site area. 

¢ƘŜ .ƛǎƘƻǇ ƻŦ 5ŜǊǊȅΩǎ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎŜ ŀǘ 5ƻǿƴƘƛƭƭ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊΣ ǿƘƛƭǎǘ ǎŜǘ ŀǘ ŀ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜΣ ƛǎ ƻŦ ǎȅƳōƻƭƛŎ 

importance as the lands at Magilligan were a substantial part of his estate.  The dunes at 
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Magilligan were cultivated as a rabbit warren, which during the 19th century was thought to be the 

largest in Ireland and supplied substantial quantities of food and pelts for hats and clothing. 

This pastoral scene also reflects, until recently, a significant survival of vernacular, particularly 

thatched houses throughout the region. 

In many respects the area would be almost unchanged were it not for interventions such as the 

prison, the railway and the Bellarena estate in the south. 

The Landscape Character area could be subdivided further based on the topographical  

characteristics highlighted by the analysis of its history of land use: 

o Magilligan Dunes 

o Magilligan Levels 

o Bellarena Estate 

o Umbra Resort 

o Tircreven Meadows 

o Binevenagh Slopes 

o Ardmagilligan Outlook 

These preliminary titles have not been adopted for use in this study but may assist the future 

naming or subdivision of the study area based on historical land use. 
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MAGILLIGAN LOWLANDS ς historical natural landscapes; geology 

The geological setting refers to the natural material state landscape as it has formed without the 

intervention of man.  The following map and text relates to the geological setting of MAGILLIGAN 

LOWLANDS Landscape Character Area ς as described by Northern Ireland Environment Agency 

(NIEA) 

άOutline Geomorphology and Landscape Setting 

The use of a cultural overlay in defining Landscape Character Areas (LCAs) means that they frequently 
subdivide natural physiographic units. It is common therefore for significant geomorphological features to 
run across more than one LCA. It is also possible in turn, to group physiographic units into a smaller number 
of natural regions. These regions invariably reflect underlying geological, topographic and, often, visual 
continuities between their component physiographic units, and have generally formed the basis for defining 
landscape areas such as AONBs. It is essential therefore, that in considering the 'Geodiversity' of an 
individual LCA, regard should be given to adjacent LCAs and to the larger regions within which they sit. In the 
original Land Utilisation Survey of Northern Ireland, Symons (1962) identified twelve such natural regions. 

This LCA lies within the region described as the Lough Foyle Lowland. The chief morphological features of this 
lowland region are a series of postglacial raised beaches, the nineteenth century enclosure of large areas of 
saltmarsh and slobland beside the Foyle estuary and the sand and shingle ridges and blown sand of the 
Magilligan foreland. Inland from the coastal zone, the lowland continues along the floodplains of the Roe 
and Faughan rivers into areas that are underlain by till and glaciofluvial deposits, especially an important 
moraine complex between Limavady and Ballykelly. The Levees along these rivers testify to their previous 
tendency to flood. 

The Magilligan Lowlands are found on the eastern shores of Lough Foyle, at the foot of the basalt 
escarpment of Binevenagh. The beach ridge plain of Magilligan Foreland is the largest coastal accumulation 
feature in Ireland, it covers an area of 32km2 and consists of up to 300 swash-aligned beach ridges. In the 
depressions between these ridges are later peats that began to accumulate as long ago as ca 2 500 B.P.. 
Much of the foreland has in turn been overlain by sand dunes. The dramatic cliffs of Binevenagh form a 
striking backdrop to this flat coastal plain and the mountains of Donegal are visible as a distant horizon to 
the west of Lough Foyle. The rugged outline of the sand dunes along the edge of Magilligan Strand stand out 
clearly as a contrast to the flat, expansive lowland to the south. The lowlands are artificially drained, by a 
combination of mechanical pumping and drainage ditches and the resultant sandy soils are some of the most 
productive farmland in the Province. The rugged, natural forms of the sand dunes, which shelter Magilligan 
Strand, are in strong contrast to the flat, smooth arable fields to the south. The dunes are exposed, with only 
a few stunted mounds of hawthorn and gorse. The landscape can therefore be summarised as one of a flat 
alluvial plain, dominated by the Binevenagh cliffs and rugged sand dune ridges shelter Magilligan Strand. For 
further information see section by P. Wilson in Knight, J. (2002). 

Pre-Quaternary (Solid) Geology 

The stratigraphy of this area is made up of the mapped formations in the table, the youngest of which 
usually overlie the oldest. 

 
Stratigraphic Table (youngest rocks at the top of the table) 

Tertiary intrusives (dykes & sills) - about 60 million years old 

Jurassic Waterloo Mudstone Formation - about 200 milion years old 

Triassic Mercia Mudstone Group, Penarth Group - from 220 to 205 million years old 

Triassic Sherwood Sandstone Group - about 240 million years old 
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This LCA extends inland from Magilligan Point and contains igneous and sedimentary rocks of Triassic, 
Jurassic and Tertiary age. The Jurassic Waterloo Mudstone Formation is intruded by a large, east-west 
striking dolerite sill. 

Quaternary (Drift) Geology 

Northern Ireland has experienced repeated glaciations during the Pleistocene period that produced vast 
amounts of debris to form the glacigenic deposits that cover more than 90% of the landscape. Their present 
morphology was shaped principally during the last glacial cycle (the Midlandian), with subsequent 
modification throughout the post-glacial Holocene period. The Late Midlandian, the last main phases of ice 
sheet flow, occurred between 23 and 13ka B.P. from dispersion centres in the Lough Neagh Basin, the 
Omagh Basin and Lower Lough Erne/Donegal. The clearest imprint of these ice flows are flow transverse 
rogen moraines and flow parallel drumlin swarms which developed across thick covers of till, mostly below 
150m O.D. during a period that referred to as the Drumlin Readvance. At the very end of the Midlandian, 
Scottish ice moved southwards and overrode parts of the north coast. Evidence for deglaciation of the 
landscape is found in features formed between the glacial maximum to the onset of the present warm stage 
from 17 and 13ka B.P. - a period of gradual climatic improvement. Most commonly these are of glaciofluvial 
and glaciolacustrine origin and include: eskers, outwash mounds and spreads, proglacial lacustrine deposits, 
kame terraces, kettle holes and meltwater channels (McCarron et al. 2002). During the Holocene, marine, 
fluvial, aeolian and mass movement processes, combined with human activities and climate and sea-level 
fluctuations, have modified the appearance of the landscape. The landforms and associated deposits derived 
from all of these processes are essentially fossil. Once damaged or destroyed they cannot be replaced since 
the processes or process combinations that created them no longer exist. They therefore represent a finite 
scientific and economic resource and are a notable determinant of landscape character. 

The drift geology map for this LCA emphasises the arcuate structure of interdigitated raised beach deposits 
and peats that comprise most of the foreland. It also illustrates the extensive accumulation of wind blown 
sand behind the seaward margin. 

Key Elements 
ASSIs 

068 MAGILLIGAN 

Internationally recognised classical beach-ridge cuspate foreland, with active prograding dunes which 
contain a wide range of plant communites and a number of rare vascular and bryophyte species. The beach 
ridge complex evolved in response to sea level change and is thought to relate to a fall in relative sea level 
some time before 5 000 yr B.P. This facilitated the onshore movement of shelf sediment. Growth eventually 
came to an end, possibly in response to a combination of either a decline or reversal in the sea level fall and 
the disruption of the inshore wave field by the growth of an ebb shoal at the mouth of Lough Foyle. The 
foreland, and the beach ridges in particular, therefore present a detailed record of Holocene sea-level 
changes. 

051 Lough foyle 

Contemporary coastal processes especially chenier ridge development. Exposure through the southern 
(earliest) portion of the Magilligan foreland complex. 

AONB - The LCA lies within the North Derry AONB (1966); redesignated as Binevenagh AONB in 2006. This 
designation is indicative of the scenic quality of the landscape.έ 
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Magilligan historical geological mapping 1889 (c) GSI 

 

 

Figure 14:  Cross section through Binevenagh & Magilligan Lowlands 1889 (c) GSI 
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MAGILLIGAN LOWLANDS ς historical natural landscapes; ecology 

Information on the ecology is available from a variety of sources.  In addition to NIEA data, current 

sources include references relating to protected sites included in local authority development 

plans and publications relating to the Binevenagh Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.   The 

following pages offer an overview of these with a synopsis confirming the significant features 

written by ecologist Ralph Sheppard. 

The following map and text relate to the Biodiversity Profile of MAGILLIGAN LOWLANDS 

Landscape Character Area ς as described by Northern Ireland Environment Agency (NIEA) 

άIn the following account of this LCA it should be noted that for consistency, the biodiversity section follows 
the standard order for all LCAs even though some of the communities discussed later may have more 
importance for biodiversity than those discussed earlier 

Key Characteristics 

o woodlands occupy about 2% of the land cover, almost all is broadleaved or mixed and the Bellarena 
estate accounts for most 

o improved pastures, of generally low biodiversity, account for three-quarters of the grassland 
o remainder in the dune system no heaths, bogs, wetlands or lakes 
o Maagilligan sand dune system is of UK importance as one of the largest examples of calcareous dunes 

with dune slacks of several stages of development and vegetation 
o Lough Foyle of international importance for wetland birds and for Atlantic salmon 

Woodlands 

Woodlands occupy about 2% of the land cover, almost all is broadleaved or mixed and the Bellarena estate 
(lowland woodland pasture and parkland) accounts for most. The character trees are beech, oak, sycamore 
and elm, but there is a wide range of other planted species present, both conifers and broadleaves. Where 
present, the understorey is dominated by planted shrubs including rhododendron, snowberry and cherry and 
Portugal laurels. The herb layer is varied, but not species-rich, and includes bluebell and ransoms. In the 
Racecourse Plantation the herb 
layer is grass dominated. 

A small hillside ashwood (upland 
mixed ashwoods) is located near 
Tircreven Bridge. Developed on 
base-rich soils, there is a species-
rich herb layer beneath the ash - 
willow canopy; hazel and alder 
are also present. The wood is 
adjacent to other small patches 
in LCA 36; several were present 
in the 1830s and are at least 
'long-established' and could be 
ancient woodlands. 

There are small coniferous 
plantations within the LCA, but 
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these are of little interest to biodiversity. 

Grassland and Arable 

Grassland is around 71% of the land cover, the same as the average for Northern Ireland, and arable c.3% 
(about half the average) although this satellite-based estimate may be low. Improved pastures account for 
three-quarters of the grassland. These have generally low biodiversity as a result of relatively intensive 
management. Some of the pastures are sown grasslands dominated by ryegrass and few other species - low 
biodiversity is in-built. High levels of grazing or repeated cutting for silage, high inputs of fertilizers and 
slurry, and selective herbicides also serve to reduce diversity of both flora and fauna. Although the alternate 
parallel bands of organic and sandy soils that are a feature of the lowland, together with peat on the 
innermost part beneath Binevenagh, give variation in the improved pastures - there are some fields of damp 
pastures - this has not increased the recorded biodiversity. 

There are few hedges to improve the biodiversity of the farmland as most field boundaries are drains or post 
and wire. Nevertheless, there are some Priority Species of birds - bullfinch, skylark, song-thrush, linnet and 
spotted flycatcher. 

Heaths and Bogs 

There are no heaths or bogs in the LCA. 

Wetlands and Lakes 

There are no wetlands in the LCA and although there are numerous drainage ditches there are no records of 
Priority Species apart from the otter. 

Coastal 

The Magilligan spit and coastal sand dunes system is not only the major landscape feature of this LCA, but is 
also of most biodiversity interest. The system has been designated as Magilligan SAC, and several other 

designations are included - 
Magilligan ASSI, Magilligan 
Point NNR and Ballymaclary 
NNR. 

Magilligan is one of the largest 
calcareous dune systems in the 
UK, with a well-developed and 
largely undisturbed system of 
ridges and slacks. Fixed dune 
vegetation with red fescue and 
lady's bedstraw dominates most 
of the site. Much of the 
grassland is tall, with downy oat-
grass prominent, but more open 
areas have wild thyme and are 
notable for an abundance of the 
moss Rhytidium rugosum. Dune 
slacks are extensive and well-
developed, indeed they contain 
virtually all of the dune slack 

vegetation in Northern Ireland. Most of the slack vegetation is dominated by creeping willow although more 
open humid slacks and older hollows filled with mire vegetation also occur. The rare marsh helleborine is 
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abundant in some slacks. The hydrology of the site is little modified and the structure and function of the site 
are therefore well-conserved. 

Although the sand shores are barren, there are mudflats, particularly at the Roe Estuary NNR, that conceal 
vast numbers of small seashore animals such as lugworms, shrimps, ragworms and periwinkles. There are 
also large mussel beds and extensive areas covered in eel-grass (seagrass beds). Inside the railway bridge is 
an area of coastal saltmarsh - a habitat not common in Northern Ireland.  

Lough Foyle is internationally important for birds. The Lough Foyle SPA (also the Lough Foyle Ramsar site) 
supports internationally important numbers of the whooper swan, light-bellied Brent goose and bar-tailed 
godwit. It also supports large numbers of nationally important species, that is, in an all-Ireland context. 
These include Priority Species - golden plover and curlew - among many others. 

The lough also has importance in Ireland for a number of Irish Red Data Book fish species and is 
internationally important for Atlantic salmon. 

Key Issues 

General actions for UK and NI Priority Habitats and Priority Species are detailed in the Habitat Action Plans 
and Species Action Plans. 

WOODLANDS 

Issue: low woodland cover of variable biodiversity value 

Actions: 

o enhance the biodiversity value of demesne/parkland woodland by discouraging grazing and felling; by 
encouraging planting of saplings of the standard trees; by preventing loss of parkland; by retention of 
fallen and veteran trees (particularly for bryophytes, ferns, fungi and fauna) 

o further study of the history of demesne and other broadleaved woodlands particularly any ancient and 
long-established, as a key to future management 

o encourage broadleaved plantations rather than the small conifer plantations and shelterbelts that are 
of poor biodiversity and landscape value.  

GRASSLAND AND ARABLE 

Issue: poor biodiversity of farmland 

Actions: 

o maintain and improve field boundaries especially hedgerows - in those limited areas where they are 
traditional in the landscape. This may be achieved through adoption of correct cutting cycles; hedge 
laying and replanting where necessary; leaving saplings uncut to develop into hedgerow trees; 
avoidance of spraying with fertilizers, slurry, herbicides; provision of wildlife strips and conservation 
headlands around fields; and limitation of field amalgamation 

o encourage (through participation in Environmental Schemes) adoption of less intensive management 
of pastures to allow reversion to more species-rich grassland 

o maintain and enhance damp grassland by, where possible, restricting field or arterial drainage 
o leave stubble over winter, rather than autumn ploughing, to increase food resources for farmland 

birds; spring sown cereals are beneficial to breeding farmland birds.  

COASTAL 

http://www.doeni.gov.uk/niea/biodiversity/sap_uk/northern_ireland_species_action_plans.htm
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Issue: nationally important sand dune system that requires conservation in its entirety 

Actions: 

o ensure that recreational activities, including caravan parks, golf etc., do not lead to damage and loss of 
dunes and dune species 

o assess any increase in vehicles and human pressures resulting from opening of ferry service  

Issue: Lough Foyle of international importance for wetland birds; international importance for Atlantic 
salmon 

Actions: 

o ensure that recreational (including shooting) and other activities do not damage bird populations 
o continued monitoring and control of activities both in the lough and in the river catchments that might 

affect salmon population.έ 

The following maps, available on the NIEA website indicate the protected areas that are located 

within the LCA study region.  There are significant areas of protection along the Foyle shoreline, 

below the peak of Binevenagh and areas of dune habitat along the northern edge of the site.  

Potential areas of interest also exist at Ballycarton and along the Binevenagh slopes which may 

contain areas of ancient/ long established woodland and are worthy of further investigation. 

 

Figure 15:  Binevenagh Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) outlined in yellow (c) Crown copyright 
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Figure 16:   Magilligan RAMSAR site  

 

Figure 17:   Magilligan Special Protection Area (SPA) 
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Figure 18:   Magilligan & Binevenagh Special Area of conservation (SAC)/ Natura 2000 Site 
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Figure 19:  aŀƎƛƭƭƛƎŀƴΣ .ƛƴŜǾŜƴŀƎƘ ϧ !ƎƘŀƴƭƻƻ ²ƻƻŘ !ǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ {ŎƛŜƴǘƛŦƛŎ LƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ό!{{LΩǎύ 
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Figure 20:  Magilligan, Binevenagh, Benone, Ballymaclary & Roe Estuary Nature Reserves 
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The following map extracts and tables, which highlight local nature conservation areas, are 

sourced from the proposed Northern Area Development Plan 2016. 

 

LSLN05 Avish Grassland Diverse flora growing on a cliff face, with much 
scree and on lower slopes grazed heath and Hazel 
dominated broadleaved woodland. Notable 
species on the cliff face include Black Spleenwort, 
Devils-bit Scabious and Kidney Vetch. The heath 
vegetation includes Tormentil, Heather and 
Burnet Rose. 

IC712338 

LSLN49 Tircreven Burn Earth Science Mesozoic Palaeontology. of type section of 
Torcreven Sandstone Member of Waterloo 
Mudstone Formation. Also exposures of 
Cretaceous strata and outcrop of Lias ς abundant 
reworked Jurassic fossils, especially vertebrate 
ones. Exposures 

IC701326 

LSLN 51 Umbra  Woodland Most of this site is dominated by Hazel woodland 
with scattered Ash. A diverse ground flora was 
present with quality woodland species such as 
Bluebell, Pignut, Great Wood-rush, Early Purple 
Orchid, Sanicle, Wild Garlic and Wood Anemone. 
Parts of the woodland had extensive carpets of 
Ramsons. Flushed slopes are common throughout 
the site with Remote Sedge, Enchanters 
Nightshade, Bugle and Trifid Burmarigold. 

IC715349 
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LSLN 40 Lower Drummans Grassland Good quality grazed dune grassland adjacent to 
Magilligan ASSI. Largely unmodified, with a wide 
range of plants including a number of uncommon 
vascular and bryophyte species. 

IC667369 

LSLN 08 Ballymullholland Dune Grassland 
Species 

LƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǎƛǘŜ ŦƻǊ {ƳƻƻǘƘ /ŀǘΩǎ-ear. IC662349  
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LSLN 02 Aghanloo  Woodland  An exceptionally diverse Hazel dominated 
woodland. The rich ground flora has notable 
carpets of Bluebell. The site grades into a mosaic 
of dense scrub, wet grassland and unimproved 
acid grassland with many species of sedge 
present. Woodland flora includes Greater 
Stitchwort, Bluebell, Wood Anemone, Lady's-
mantle, Wood Sedge, Barren Strawberry, Herb 
Robert and Wild Garlic. Two fields South and East 
of Roe school have been included as they contain 
high quality unimproved grassland. Notable 
species within the grassland sward include 
Meadow Vetchling, Cuckooflower, Greater Birds-
foot-trefoil, Field Woodrush, and Black Knapweed. 
Pockets of heathy grassland contain Heath 
Milkwort, Tormentil, Mouse-ear-hawkweed and 
Barren Strawberry.  

IC692279  
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Figure 21:   Benone Strand 

 

Figure 22:   Benone Strand 

 

Figure 23:   Umbra 
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An analysis of Magilligan Lowlands Ecology ς by Ralph Sheppard 
 
The Magilligan area, including both the lowlands and the cliff face of Binevenagh which forms its 

natural limit, is one of the most diverse and important ecological complexes, not only  in the Foyle 

Basin, but in the whole of Northern Ireland.   

 

1) The cliffs and slopes of the Binevenagh scarp hold  the finest community of arctic/alpine plants 

in the province, equalled only by three sites in the republic.   The northern aspect and the 

chemistry of the soil derived from the basalt rock both contribute to the quality of the site.  

Most notable among these plants is the Mossy Campion, which grows in considerable 

quantity, the superficially similar Purple Saxifrage, Mossy Saxifrage, Limestone Bedstraw, and 

the rare moss Bartramia ithyphylla. 

2) On the rocky slopes there is an extensive hazel wood, which is a generally undervalued 

habitat, supporting beautiful displays of the common spring woodland flowers ς bluebells and 

wood anemones among many others. 

3) The sand dunes of the Magilligan foreland are the most extensive in Ireland, and home to 

many scarce wildflowers and insects.  Magilligan Strand was the site of the last breeding 

colony of Little Terns in Northern Ireland, which faded away in the 1970s.  Here also is the only 

Irish site (apart from a small offshoot population on the nearby Binevenagh) for the moss 

Rhytidium rugosum.   

4) The Lough Foyle shore of the Magilligan Lowlands provides its share of the vast flocks of 

wintering wildfowl which make this the third site in Northern Ireland after Lough Neagh and 

Strangford Lough.  Northern Ireland has relatively few important large wetlands, but these 

three rate among the top ten in all Ireland for the number of birds present in winter.   

5) The Lough Foyle shore here is shallow, and but for the demands of agriculture would grade 

gently through salt marsh into the flat marshy grasslands which occupy most of Magilligan.  

But agriculture has long since confined the salt marsh to a modest fringe, and the grasslands 

have been largely kept dry through a systems of drainage channels.  Fragments of flower-rich 

native grasslands remain, and the ditches themselves provide a haven for aquatic wildlife long 

since banished from most of the countryside. 

Protection mechanisms are in place for most of these species and habitats, and the entire area is 

incorporated into the Binevenagh Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.  Only the agricultural 

grassland core of the lowlands, and those parts of the Binevenagh slopes which would be mostly 

under commercial conifer forestry, are unprotected by more specific conservation designations. 
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These designations generally are effective at holding the line on further declines in the area of 

habitat being protected, or the range of a species.  But declines in the health of sites and habitats 

is another matter.  Particularly where these are small, or where there is legitimate human activity 

on the site, e.g. agriculture, there is slow deterioration in biodiversity.  Active management is 

generally needed to avoid this.  For example, Little Terns now generally fail to breed successfully in 

Ireland or Britain unless the colony is actively guarded against nest predators like hedgehogs, and 

against disturbance from human walkers. 
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MAGILLIGAN LOWLANDS ς historical cultural landscape; Barony 

 

 

Figure 24:   Magilligan Lowlands are the northernmost part of the Barony of Keenaght marked in yellow on this 
tƘƛƭƛǇΩǎ !ǘƭŀǎ aŀǇ муфт 

The barony divisions in Ireland often relate to areas of government that were established in the 

medieval period. 

The barony of Keenaght ƛǎ ƴŀƳŜŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ /ƛŀƴŀŎƘǘŀ DƭŜƴƴ DŜƛƳƛƴ όάǊŀŎŜ ƻŦ /ŀƛƴ ƻŦ DƭŜƴƎƛǾŜƴέύ 

and was associated ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ hΩ/ƻƴƴƻǊǎΣ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƭŀƴΣ  ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ рǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅΦ   ¢ƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ǿŀǎ 

ŎŜŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ hΩYŀƴŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ мнth ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅΦ  CƻƭƭƻǿŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ hΩYŀƴŜǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ Mac Giollagain 

(MacGilligan) from whom the study area has retained it name. 
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MAGILLIGAN LOWLANDS ς historical cultural landscape; Civil Parishes 

 

 

Figure 25:   County Londonderry Parishes 

The Parish of Tamlaghtard/Magilligan is the area marked 44 on the above map.  This area is similar 

to the Landscape Character Area of Magilligan Lowlands but also and includes the escarpment and 

plateau overlooking the lowlands area.  The Parish boundary therefore also corresponds closely 

with the enclosing spatial boundary of the study area. 
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MAGILLIGAN LOWLANDS ς historical cultural landscape; Townlands        

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Key 

to 

Townlands (c) Placenames NI 

The following is a list of townlands within the Magilligan Lowlands LCA and areas  adjoining.  

Where  there are entries in the Northern Ireland Place Names Project or similar resources we have 

listed these alongside  the town land name. Townlands marked ** are outside the LCA but are 

included within the Parish; these are located in upland areas 

Aughil - Eochaill "The yew wood" - Munn's Notes, 231, 1925  

Avish** - No entry - wŜŦ LƴƛǎƘƻǿŜƴ άŜŦŦƛǎƘέ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ƭǳǎƘ ƎǊŀǎǎȅ ǇƭŀŎŜ 

Ballyleighery Upper**  No entry 

Ballymaclary ς 'McLary's town' (farm still there in 1834) - OSM, xi 126, 1834 ; Baile-mic-Leaeghaire 
"The town of MacLaery" - Munn's Notes, 232, 1925  
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Ballymagoland ς No entry 

Ballymulholland ς No entry 

Ballymultimber ς No entry 

Ballyscullion - No entry 

Bellarena 

tƭŀŎŜƴŀƳŜǎ ŘŀǘŀōŀǎŜ ƻŦ LǊŜƭŀƴŘ ƎƛǾŜ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ άǘƘŜ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ ǎǘǊŀƴŘέ or 

άǘƘŜ ǉǳŜŜƴΩǎ ŦƻǊŘέΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǘƻǿƴƭŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǎǎƛƴƎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wƛǾŜǊ wƻŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǘƻǿƴƭŀƴŘ ŀƭǎƻ 

ŀōǎƻǊōŜŘ ŀƴ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ǘƻǿƴƭŀƴŘ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ .ŀƭƭȅƳŀǊƎȅ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘŜŘ ŀǎ άƳŀǊƪŜǘ ǘƻǿƴέΦ   .ŜƭƭŀǊŜƴŀ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ 

only population centre listed for the parish of Tamlaghtard.  

Benone ς No entry 

Carnowry** - Carnouvy 'Nouvy's leap' (a family name) - OSM, xi 126, 1834; Carn-Abhra "The cairn 
of Abhra" - Munn's Notes, 233, 1925  

Carrowreagh ς No entry 

Clagan - No entry 

Clooney ς Cluain  - a lawn meadow or bog island 

Craig ς 'the rock' - OSM, xi 126, 1834 ; Craig "The rock" - Munn's Notes, 233, 1925  

Croaghan ς No entry 

Doaghs Upper - No entry 

Drumahorgan - No entry 

Drumavalley - No entry 

Drummans Middle ς No entry 

Drumnahay ς No entry 

Duncrun ς Duncruthen "fort of the Crutheni", Colgan - OSM, xi 143, 1831  

Glebe (Exclusive of Gort) - Rev John Graham's house; blt c 1774 by Rev Skipton - OSM, xi 85, 1835  

Gort part of Glebe ς Gort "a tilled field" - Joyce, i 230, 1869 ; Gort "The tilled field" - Munn's 
Notes, 235, 1925  

Gortmore ς 'the great fort or glebe common' - OSM, xi 126, 1834 ; "great field" - Joyce, i 559 
(ind.), 1869  
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Lenamore ς "great wet meadow" - Joyce, ii 401, 1875; Leana-mor "The great meadow" - Munn's 
Notes, 236, 1925  

Margymonaghan ς "boggy field market" - OSM, xi 126, 1835 ; "O'Monaghan's market" - Joyce, iii 
498, 1913  

Milltown** - No entry 

Minearny ς "the middle erenagh or bard's town, else west midd - OSM, xi 126, 1835 ; one of two 
sand-hills called the Bony hills - OSM, xi 92, 1835; Muine-Airneadh "The brake of the sloes" - 
Munn's Notes, 236, 1925  

Oughtymore ς Historical/Postulated Forms ς "the great breastlike place" - OSM, xi 126, 1835; 
Ochtach-mor "The great breast" - Munn's Notes, 236, 1925 

Oughtymoyle ς "bare breast - the "y" being a corruption" - Joyce, ii 428, 1875; Ochtach-mael "The 
bare, or bald, breast - Munn's Notes, 236, 1925  

Scotchtown ς No entry 

Tamlaghtς "the burying place" - OSM, xi 126, 1835; a fort of earth and stones - OSM, xi 127, 1835; 
Taimhleacht "a plague monument" - Joyce, i 162, 1869  

Tircreven ς No entry 

Woodtown ς No entry/excluded from NIEA townland index for parish of Magilligan or 
Tamlaghtard 
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MAGILLIGAN LOWLANDS ς historical cultural landscape; Administration ς 
Poor Law Union, Dispensary Districts & District Electoral Divisions 

The map shows administrative boundaries in the 19th century.  The study site is located in the 

Limavady Poor Law Union; Limavady was the location of the nearest workhouse. 

The dispensary district was Bellarena; the dispensary is located in a cottage to the south of the 

main gate to Bellarena House. 

District electoral divisions within the study area were Benone & Bellarena. 

 

 

Figure 26:  Poor Law Unions & Dispensary Districts 
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MAGILLIGAN LOWLANDS ς historical cultural & built landscape; historical 
survival  

 

Figure 27:   Map of Ireland 1580 TCD MS1209/1 (c) Trinity College Dublin 

 

Figure 28:   CǊŀƴŎƛǎ WƻōǎƻƴΩǎ ά¢ƘŜ tǊƻǾŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ¦ƭǎǘŜǊέ мрфл ¢/5 a{ мнлфκмр όŎύ ¢Ǌƛƴƛǘȅ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ 5ǳōƭƛƴ 
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Figure 29:   wƛŎƘŀǊŘ .ŀǊǘƭŜǘǘΩǎ ά! DŜƴŜǊŀƭ 5ŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ¦ƭǎǘŜǊέ мслн-3 (c) Trinity College Dublin 

hŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƭŀǘŜ Ŏмсκ ŜŀǊƭȅ Ŏмт ƳŀǇǇƛƴƎΣ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ .ŀǊǘƭŜǘǘΩǎ ƳŀǇ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŘŜǘŀƛƭΦ  

Whilst the area around Magilligan is not completely accurate, the large area of woodland to the 

north east of mouth of the River Roe at its meeting with the Foyle reflects the significant area of 

woodland that is present today in the area of Bellarena and Ballycarton 
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Figure 30:  9ȄǘǊŀŎǘ ŦǊƻƳ tŜǘǘȅΩǎ 5ƻǿƴ {ǳǊǾŜȅ ƳŀǇ Ŏмсрр ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ƻŦ aŀƎƛƭƭƛƎŀƴ ϭtwhbL 

tŜǘǘȅΩǎ ƳƛŘ мтth century map shows the townland structure virtually unchanged from that  today 

with linear townlands connecting shore with the interior which is referred to as άōƻƎ ƛƴ ŎƻƳƳƻƴέ.   

Surface water from the radiating townlands of Craig, Gortmore, Tircrevan, Duncrun  channel water 

to the same bog area.  The bog, which is drained today, coincides with the townlands of Aughil 

and Clooney.  Clooney may be the ƳŜŀŘƻǿ ƛǎƭŀƴŘ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻƎ ŀǊŜŀ ƻƴ tŜǘǘȅΩǎ ƳŀǇΦ 

 A building is also visible on this map, in the modern townland of Ballymagoland; it is difficult to 

decipher the text but appears to be longer than the modern name; is this ǘƘŜ ά.ŀƭƭȅaŎDƛƭƭƛƎŀƴέΚ   

! ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǎƘƻǿƴ ƛƴ ŀ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ wŀǾŜƴΩǎ [ƻƴŘƻƴŘŜǊǊȅ Ǉƭŀƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƳŀǇ 

suggesting a site of some significance worthy of further investigation. 
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Figure 31:  Ordnance survey 1
st
 edition mapping shows linear townlands supporting dispersed settlement comprising 

single farm houses and a network of drains and ditches (c)OSI  

 

 

Figure 32:   Ordnance survey 1
st
 edition mapping showing Aughil and Clooney, areas of dispersed settlement located 

within the former bog and older settlements on slightly raised ground at Craig with the site of Skreen church to the 
east  (c)OSI 
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Figure 33:   Ordnance survey 1
st
 edition mapping showing Duncrun and Lower Ballyleighery with typically clustered 

clachan settlements with enclosed infield areas and course pasture beyond.  (c)OSI 

The first edition Ordnance Survey, completed from c1835 onwards, is the earliest comprehensive 

accurately scaled mapping undertaken in the country.  The process was started at Magilligan. 

These maps provide an insight into land use almost 200 years ago.  Maps above, show detail of 

farm settlements on the levels that are virtually unchanged today. 

The layout of Aughil & Clooney townlands confirms the shape and  spatial accuracy of earlier 

survey maps which in turn demonstrate the underlying natural state of the land. 

The clachan settlements are also clearly shown as is the extent of enclosed land for growing of 

crops and unenclosed land for grazing, uses which are further reinforced by the townland names 

themselves. 
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MAGILLIGAN LOWLANDS ς historical cultural & built landscape; landed 
estates  

 

Figure 34:   Ordnance survey 1
st
 edition mapping showing Bellarena and surrounding estate lands  (c)OSI 

First edition Ordnance Survey maps show the extent of demesne lands associated with landed 

estates.  Houses and planted landscapes are shown as are associated outbuildings.  Irish estates 

had to earn their keep and many estates constructed in the 18th and 19th century incorporated 

buildings to accommodate industrial uses.  At Bellarena the proximity to the river Roe was 

exploited and industrial features included a salmon factory, water mill and kiln. 

 

Figure 35:   Courtyard Buildings Bellarena Estate. Source: NIEA Natural Stone Database 
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Figure 36:   Estate outbuildings Bellarena Estate. Source: NIEA Natural Stone Database 

 

 

Figure 37:   East Gate Lodge Bellarena Estate.  Source: NIEA Natural Stone Database 
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MAGILLIGAN LOWLANDS ς historical built landscape; Urban Settlement  

Whilst there is no significant urban settlement at the study site, in recent years the area around 

Bellarena Station has been developed as a suburban centre with public and private multiple 

housing development, roadside footpaths, street lighting etc.  The area within 30mph road 

ƳŀǊƪŜǊǎ ƛǎ ƴŀƳŜŘ ά.ŜƭƭŀǊŜƴŀέ ōǳǘ ŎǊƻǎǎŜǎ ŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ т ƴƻΦ ǘƻǿƴƭŀƴŘǎ ƛƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ .ŜƭƭŀǊŜƴŀ 

townland. 

This area is designated for further residential development into the future and whilst this clearly 

makes best use of infrastructure, the impact of this type of development should be explored to 

ensure the existing dispersed settlement pattern is not adversely affected.  The roadside features 

ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǘŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨǾƛƭƭŀƎŜΩΤ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƪƴƻǿƴ ǿƘŀǘ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ 

has been given to the impact of these in the preparation of the plan. 

 

Figure 38:  Extract from the Northern Area Development Plan 2016
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MAGILLIGAN LOWLANDS ς historical built landscape; significant sites 

Medieval Buildings 

o LDY005:016 Castle site, Duncrun (near Duncrun Early Christian Eccelsiastical site) 

o LDY005:006 Enclosure, Duncrun (near Duncrun Early Christian Eccelsiastical site) 

o LDY005:014 Enclosure/Defensive Earthwork, Tamlaght (Craigbolie Castle or Dun Crutheni) 

o tƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǎƛǘŜ ŀǘ .ŀƭƭȅƳŀƎƻƭŀƴŘΤ ǊŜŦΦ wŀǾŜƴΩǎ aŀǇ ϧ 5ƻǿƴ {ǳǊǾŜȅ 

 
Ecclesiastical Buildings & Sites 

o HB02/09/013 Presbyterian church, Sea Coast Road 

o HB02/09/031 Tamlaghtard Rectory 

o I.лнκлфκлнф {ǘ !ƛŘŀƴΩǎ w/ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ ¢ŀƳƭŀƎƘǘ 

o I.лнκлфκлнп {ǘ /ŀŘŀƴΩǎ /ƻL /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ 5ǳƴŎǊǳƴ 

o LDY002:002 Skreen Church Site, Craig 

o LDY005:002 Duncrun Ecclesiastical Site (church site and cross-carved stone) 

o LDY006:001 Toberdoney Holy Well, Gortmore 

o [5¸ллрΥлло /ƭŜǊƪΩǎ ²ŜƭƭΣ aƛƭƭ ¢ƻǿƴ 

o [5¸ллрΥллп .ƛǎƘƻǇ !ƛŘŀƴΩǎ Iƻƭȅ ²ŜƭƭΣ ¢ŀƳƭŀƎƘǘ 

o LDY005:005 Tamlaght ecclesiastical site (multi-ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ ƎǊŀǾŜȅŀǊŘΣ ǎŀƛƴǘΩǎ ƎǊŀǾŜ ŀƴŘ 
holy well) 

 
Figure 39:   Presbyterian Church, Sea Coast Road 
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Figure 40:   Tamlaghtard Rectory 

 

 
Figure 41:   {ǘ /ŀŘŀƴΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ LǊŜƭŀƴŘ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ 
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Figure 42:   {ǘ /ŀŘŀƴΩǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ Ƙŀƭƭ 

 

 
Figure 43:   Tamlaght old church 
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Vernacular Buildings 

o HB02/09/012 Thatched House Sea Coast Road 

o HB02/09/045 Thatched House Sea Coast Road 

o HB02/09/036 Thatched House Sea Coast Road 

 

 

Figure 44:   Sod House Magilligan c1900 UM W07/48/1 

 

Figure 45:   326 Seacoast Road (c) Ulster Architectural Heritage Society (UAHS) 
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Figure 46:   Thatched House Duncrun 

 

 
Figure 47:   Thatched House Duncrun 
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Figure 48:   Typical vernacular building setting in lowlands 

 

DŜƴǘƭŜƳŀƴΩǎ IƻǳǎŜǎ 

o HB02/09/020 Ballymaclary House ς ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ƎŜƴǘƭŜƳŀƴΩǎ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǳse as public 
house 

o HB02/09/022 Umbra ς DŜƴǘƭŜƳŀƴΩǎ {ŜŀǎƛŘŜ wŜǎƛŘŜƴŎŜκ ōŀǘƘƛƴƎ ƭƻŘƎŜ ϧ [ŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ DŀǊŘŜƴǎ 

o HB02/09/032 Ferns ς DŜƴǘƭŜƳŀƴΩǎ {ŜŀǎƛŘŜ wŜǎƛŘŜƴŎŜκ ōŀǘƘƛƴƎ ƭƻŘƎŜ ϧ [ŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ DŀǊŘŜƴǎ 

 

Mansion Houses & Estate Buildings 

o HB02/09/009A House Seacoast Road built by the Bellarena Estate as a general store, builders 
suppliers and post office  

o HB02/09/010A charming example of basalt built estate cottage of late Georgian period 
carefully adapted to new use 

o HB02/09/030 House built as a Bellarena Estate cottage used at one time as Police Barracks 

o L-002 Bellarena registered garden 

o HB02/09/002A Bellarena House & Estate Grounds 

o HB02/09/002B Bellarena House Courtyard Buildings 

o HB02/09/002C Former Salmon Factory Bellarena Estate 

o HB02/09/002D Ice House Bellarena Estate 

o HB02/09/002E  Main entrance Gatelodge to Bellarena estate 

o HB02/09/004 Former Gatelodge to Bellarena estate 

 

Significant overlooking sites outside the LCA study area: 

o L-005 Downhill registered garden 

o HB03/12/016 Mussenden Temple, Downhill 

o HB03/12/012 BishopΩǎ DŀǘŜ όƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ǿƛƴƎ ǿŀƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ ƎŀǘŜ ƭƻŘƎŜύ 
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o I.лоκмнκлмо ¢ƘŜ YŜŜǇŜǊΩǎ [ƻŘƎŜΣ 5ƻǿƴƘƛƭƭ 

o HB03/12/014 Mausoleum, Downhill 

o HB03/12/015 Downhill Palace, Downhill (rectories, manses etc) 

 

Schools 

o HB02/09/006 Bellarena School 

 

Institutional Buildings: Prisons, Workhouses & Hospitals 

 
o Magilligan Prison 

o HB0209003 Dispensary & Cottage, Bellarena 

 

Commercial Buildings 

 

o None highlighted 

 

Military Structures 

 

o HB02/09/016 & LDY001:001 Martello Tower 

o HB02/09/008 Ordnance Survey Minearny Base Tower 

o HB02/09/014 Ordnance Survey North Base Tower 

o DH84 & LDY001:011 WW2 Pill box, Lower Doaghs 

o Coastal battery, Lower Doaghs 

o Coastal gun positions, Lower Doaghs 

o LDY001:012 WW2 Pill box, Clooney 

o DH163 & LDY001:013 WW2 Anti-aircraft Battery, Lower Drummans 

o LDY006:065 WW2 Pill box, Tircrevan 

o Radio/ Radar Station, Avish 
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Figure 49:   Martello Tower at  Magilligan viewed from Greencastle Fort 

 

 
Figure 50:   Martello Tower, Magilligan 
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Figure 51:   Magilligan Martello Tower Map 1821 

Industrial Landscapes 
 

o None highlighted 
 

Infrastructure ς Roads, Canals & Railways 
 

Significant infrastructure affecting the study area is: 

o ¢ƘŜ ά[ƻƴŘƻƴŘŜǊǊȅ ϧ /ƻƭŜǊŀƛƴŜ wŀƛƭǿŀȅέ ƭƛƴŜ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘŜŘ мупр ό.ŜƭŦŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ bƻǊǘƘ /ƻǳƴǘƛŜǎ 
Railway main line traverses study area) 

o ¢ƘŜ !н {ŜŀǾƛŜǿ wƻŀŘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŦƻǊƳǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ ǘƻǳǊƛǎƳ  ǘƘŜ ά/ŀǳǎŜǿŀȅ /ƻŀǎǘŀƭ wƻǳǘŜέ 

o ¢ƘŜ ά.ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ wƻŀŘέ ŀ ƳƛŘ /мф ŦŀƳƛƴŜ ǊŜƭƛŜŦ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ŀ ŘƛǊŜŎǘ ƭƛƴƪ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǿ ŦƭƛŜǎ 
ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ [ƛƳŀǾŀŘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ .ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎŜ ŀǘ 5ƻǿnhill.  This route runs approximately 
north/south parallel to the ridge of Binevenagh to the east of the study area. 

o The Magilligan-Greencastle ferry  

 

Significant assets relating to these features include: 

o HB02/09/018 & IHR01339:002:00 Former Magilligan sǘŀǘƛƻƴ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ά[ƻƴŘƻƴŘŜǊǊȅ ϧ 
/ƻƭŜǊŀƛƴŜ wŀƛƭǿŀȅέ ŀŘŀǇǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǳǎŜ ŀǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ 

o LIwлмоофΥлнуΥлл CƻǊƳŜǊ .ŜƭƭŀǊŜƴŀ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ά[ƻƴŘƻƴŘŜǊǊȅ ϧ /ƻƭŜǊŀƛƴŜ wŀƛƭǿŀȅέ 
adapted to reuse as house, Oughtymoyle 

o IHR01339:001:00 2 mileposts/level crossing, Craig 

o IHR01339:003:00 Milepost/level crossing, Woodtown 

o IHR01339:005:00 Level Crossing, Craig 

o IHR01339:006:00 Level Crossing, Benone/Umbra 

o IHR01339:007:00 Level Crossings, Umbra 

o IHR01339:008:00 Bridge & Milepost, Umbra 

o IHR01339:025:00 Level Crossing, Duncrun 
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o IHR01339:026:00 Level Crossing, Duncrun 

o IHR01339:030:00 Level Crossing, Carrowreagh 

o IHR01339:032:00 Roe Bridge, Myroe Level/Scotchtown/Carrowmuddle 

o IHR01339:035:00 Level Crossing, Clooney 

o IHR01339:036:00 Bridge, Lower Ballyleighery/Clooney 

o IHR01339:012:00 Downhill Station & Bridge (outside study area) 

 

 
Figure 52:   Roe Bridge 
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Figure 53:   Level crossing at Scotchtown 
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MAGILLIGAN LOWLANDS ς Key to significant heritage assets 

 



 

Core Document  
Foyle Landscape Project ς Heritage Asset Audit Page 112 

MAGILLIGAN LOWLANDS ς Visual Landscape: Spatial Context 

Photography 

 

Figure 54:   Magilligan viewed from Inishowen 

 

 

Figure 55:  LIDAR scan of Lough Foyle at Magilligan Lowlands. Source: INFOMAR 
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MAGILLIGAN LOWLANDS ς Visual Landscape: Painting Maps & Images 

 

Figure 56:   (c) Source: Shamrock, Rose & Thistle: Folk Singing in North Derry. Hugh Shields, 1981 

 

Figure 57:   Lough Foyle baseline; source ς Trig Point Ireland 
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Figure 58:   (c) NI Prison Service 
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MAGILLIGAN LOWLANDS ς Written Landscape: prose, poem & song 

Folklore & Oral Narratives 

άLough Foyle has another myth attached to it - that of a Storm God who lies buried in the Tonns sandbanks 
which stretch along Magilligan Strand for three miles. He was originally believed to have been a Tuatha dé 
Danann chief who fell in battle fighting for the Milesians. After his death he was defined as a sea sprite - Mac 
Lir or Mac Lear signifying 'Son of the Ocean.' Inis Manannan (the Isle of Man) is believed to have got its name 
from the Lough Foyle Mac Lear. Manannan Mac Lear is regarded as the Irish Neptune and it is said that his 
spirits freed during fierce storms off the coast of Inishowen Head. 

In Celtic mythology it was believed that when Cuchuain hit his shield with his sword the three waves of 
Ireland would rise up and answer him. They were located at Dundrum Bay (The Wave of Rury), at Cape Clear 
(The Wave of Cliona) and at the Tonns bank (The Wave of the North).έ ς from Moville Inishowen 

 

 ά¢ƘŜ {ǘǊŀƴŘǎ ƻŦ aŀƎƛƭƭƛƎŀƴέ ς (c) Sam Henry  
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Figure 59:   Donnchadh Ó Hámsaigh (1695-1807), known in English as Denis O'Hampsey, Hampson or Hempson, was a 
contemporary of Irish harper Carolan, and by seventeen years the oldest harper to attend the 1792 Belfast Harp 
Festival. At ninety-two years of age, he was the only harper there who still employed the traditional fingernail 
techniques that give the Gaelic wire-strung harp its full range of expression.. Source:  Ann Heymann; 
harpspectrum.org 
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άEddie Butcher (1900-80) lived a tough but simple life as a farm labourer and road worker at 
Aughill town land. He and his three brothers were all singers ς άŦǊƻƳ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƛƴƎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƛƴ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƛƴƎ 
ƭƻŎŀƭƛǘȅέ ŀǎ tƻǊǘǊǳǎƘ ǎƻƴƎ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƻǊ WƻƘƴ aƻǳƭŘŜƴ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎ ƛǘΦ 9ŘŘƛŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ hundred odd songs, 
some of them composed by himself, others partly constructed by him. He was a robust singer, 
accented in the almost Scottish way of North Derry, with a subtle dramatic delivery. Well 
documented in his life-time by Hugh Shields of Trinity College Dublin, he became popular during 
the 1960s through radio broadcasts, an iconic album and the early traditional music revival scene. 
Andy Irvine of the group Planxty, Paul Brady, Len Graham and Dubliner Frank Harte were among 
those who learned some of their most iconic pieces at Eddie Butchers fireside at Aughill in 
Magilligan.έ 

Source: Roe Valley Arts & Cultural Centre/ Limavady Borough Council ς Eddie Butcher Festival 

 

 

Figure 60:  Eddie Butcher 
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19th Century Gazetteers 

!ŎŎƻǳƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ [ŜǿƛǎΩ ¢ƻǇƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎŀƭ 5ƛŎǘƛƻƴŀǊȅ ƛŦ LǊŜƭŀƴŘ - 1837 

άTAMLAGHTARD, or MAGILLIGAN, a parish, in the barony of KENAUGHT, county of LONDONDERRY, and 
province of ULSTER, 4½ miles (N. E.) from Newtown-Limavady; containing 3607 inhabitants. The former of 
ǘƘŜǎŜ ƴŀƳŜǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŜǎ άǘƘŜ ŎŜƳŜǘŜǊȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƘŜƛƎƘǘΣέ ƛǎ ŘŜǊƛǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀƴŎƛŜƴǘ 
burial ground, which is still used for that purpose; and the latter from a family of that name who were 
proprietors of a native freehold in it, until it was forfeited to the Crown after the war of 1641. In the year 
584, St. Columbkill founded a monastery here, which afterwards acquired great wealth and celebrity, and 
became so preeminent among the other monastic foundations of this saint, that it obtained the title of the 
ά¢ƘǊƻƴŜ ƻǊ ǎƘǊƛƴŜ ƻŦ {ǘΦ /ƻƭǳƳōŀΤέ ƪƛƴƎǎΣ ǇǊƛƴŎŜǎΣ ǇǊŜƭŀǘŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƳŜƴ ƻŦ ŜƳƛƴŜƴŎŜΣ ǊŜǇŀƛǊŜŘ ǘƘƛǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ 
close their days in its recesses, and the remains of many others were brought hither for interment: the most 
remarkable of the latter were those of St. Aidan, Bishop of Lindisfarne, which were raised by Colman, one of 
his successors, and buried here in a tomb of hewn stone that still exists near the eastern window of the old 
parish church; near which is also a fine well, called Tubberaspug-!ƛŘŀƴΣ άǘƘŜ ²Ŝƭƭ ƻŦ .ƛǎƘƻǇ !ƛŘŀƴΦέ ¢ƘŜ 
monastery was plundered, in 1203, by Diarmit Hua Lochluin, at the head of a party of foreigners, who were 
afterwards met by the chiefs of the country, and routed in a battle in which their leader was slain. On the 
dissolution of monasteries, the buildings and lands of this were granted to the see of Derry. 
 
The parish, which contains, according to the Ordnance survey, 13,137 statute acres, of which 28 are under 
water, is situated at the northern extremity of the county, having Lough Foyle on the west and the Northern 
ocean on the north; the river Roe forms part of its southern boundary. The soil of the upland portion 
consists of clay and bog, and in the lowlands a mixture of sand and bog: three-fourths of the surface consist 
of mountain and barren land. Its border to the sea is a fine strand, extending in its entire length from west 
to east upwards of 10 miles in an unbroken line, and backed in many parts by a range of basaltic cliffs, or by 
the sandy tract forming the great rabbit warren of Magilligan. In the south the land rises into the lofty 
mountain of Benyevenagh, whose summit, 1260 feet above the level of the sea, and on the southern 
boundary of the parish, commands a most extended range of prospect, embracing the celebrated island of 
lona and others of the western.isles of Scotland: on the side towards Lough Foyle it rises with a bold and 
almost precipitous elevation. The vicinity of the ocean gives the air a mild and genial temperature, 
which is increased by the shelter afforded by this mountain against the eastern blasts. The vegetable 
productions of the parish are of great variety. Innes, in his natural history of it, published by the Royal 
{ƻŎƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ [ƻƴŘƻƴ ƛƴ мтнрΣ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ άǘƘŜ ƘŜǊō-doctors, who then were in high repute in Ireland, esteemed 
the breast of Benyevenagh. mountain a kind of physic garden, which supplied them with medicines to be 
ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ ƴƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇƭŀŎŜΤ ŀŘŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ άǘƘŜ ŀōǳƴŘŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ ŦƭƻǿŜǊǎ ǊŜƴŘŜǊŜŘ aŀƎƛƭƭƛƎŀƴ ƘƻƴŜȅ 
so delicious, that the produce of the townland of Tircreevan commanded a higher price than any other 
ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 5ǳōƭƛƴ ƳŀǊƪŜǘΦέ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŦŜw trees except in the demesnes, where they are protected from 
cattle; although the side of the mountain of Benyevenagh affords excellent sites for their cultivation, which 
have been taken advantage of only in one tract that is finely planted. Alders and osiers succeed well in the 
low lands, and the growth of trees in general, when properly protected and attended to, is very rapid. The 
insect tribe is very prolific and often extremely troublesome: the grub worm abounds in boggy lands to the 
great injury of the corn crops; early sowing is the only protection against the ravages of this insect. Fleas 
often multiply in a wonderful manner on the low lands; no house in which sand is admitted can be kept free 
from them. Earwigs, which are great enemies to the few stocks of bees now reared here, are very numerous 
and troublesome in summer: the minnow worm, used for bait in flounder-fishing, is to be had in abundance 
on the strand. The fishes most frequently taken are flounders and cockles in the shallows and sands; farther 
out, herrings and oysters; and in the deep sea, cod, haddock, and turbot. Salmon are sometimes taken off 
the north shore and in the river Roe, where also trout and mullet are caught: eels are scarce. Some eagles 
breed in the heights of Benyevenagh; kites and hawks abound there. The barnacle frequents the lough 
strand in countless numbers, forming an article of considerable profit to the residents in the neighbourhood, 
who send them in quantities to Londonderry and the inland towns. The widgeon, heron, curlew, and seagull 
also frequent these shores; pigeons are so abundant as to cause much annoyance to the farmers. This parish 
is remarkable for one of the largest rabbit-warrens, and, until lately, the most profitable in Ireland. In 1786, 
it was worth £1500 per annum: the number of skins then sold there annually amounted to three or four 
thousand dozen; they were purchased by the hatters. The price has now fallen from 15s. to 3s. per dozen; 
the discovery of cheaper materials for the manufacture has occasioned this depression, and a diminution in 
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quantity has also been caused partly by the havoc committed on the rabbits by rats of the Norway breed, 
which have increased here to a most pernicious degree, not only as regards the warren, but in the corn 
fields and about the haggards, and partly by the increased culture of rye on the sandy lands, which by the 
judicious exertions of the proprietor, Conolly Gage, Esq., are gradually being converted from their previously 
unproductive state into arable land. The process adopted to produce this beneficial effect is by covering the 
surface with soil, mud, and shells brought up in boats from the banks of Lough Foyle, near the mouth of the 
Roe. About 50 years since, foxes were so abundant that the parish vestry gave a reward of 2s. for every skin 
brought inj they are now extirpated. The last wolf known to exist in Ulster was started about 90 years since 
upon Benyevenagh, and hunted into the woods near Dungiven, where it was killed. The population is chiefly 
engaged in agricultural pursuits; most of the low lands produce abundant crops of wheat, oats, flax, and 
potatoes: the first-named of these, introduced by Mr. Gage in 1830, now forms part of the rotation of most 
of the more wealthy farmers; but the old and less profitable systems of agriculture are still adhered to by 
many with much pertinacity: the burning of soil in the lowlands has been in some parts carried to such 
excess as to threaten the total extinction of the productive qualities of the soil: the quantities of white 
limestone raised in the mountain districts have tended much to aid the exertions of the landholders in the 
improvement of their farms. The high lands also afford excellent pasturage for sheep and young cattle, and 
many tracts heretofore unproductive have been brought into a state of profitable cultivation. In the year 
1831, no less than 1131 persons were engaged here in trades, manufactures, and handicraft arts, with 
whom agriculture was only an occasional occupation. Little flax has been at any time raised, the soil not 
being well adapted to it, and still less latterly, in consequence of the low prices of yarn: wool is 
manufactured into a substantial and well-looking cloth worn by the farmers. A kind of matting is 
manufactured from the bent grass, or basque, planted on the sandy tracts to prevent the drifting of the 
sands: a ready sale is found for it in the inland parts of the country. The trade of the parish is mostly 
confined to the disposal of this article and to the sale of wild fowl, rabbits, poultry, and eggs in Londonderry. 
The principal seats are Belarena, the residence of Conolly Gage, Esq., whose highly embellished demesne, on 
the banks of the Roe and the side of Benyevenagh, contributes much to the beauty of the scenery of this 
secluded district; Castlelecky, the romantic seat of the late Averell Lecky, Esq., and still occupied by some of 
his family; Ballycarton, of B. Lane, Esq.; Ballymaclary, of T. Church, Esq.; Doaghs, of Mr. Jas.Reynolds; and 
Magilligan Glebe, of the Rev. John Graham, rector of the parish. 
 
 The living is a rectory, in the diocese of Derry, and in the patronage of the Bishop: the tithes amount 
 to £425: the glebe-house stands on a glebe of 23 acres, valued together at £36. 15. 4. per annum: the gross 
value of the benefice, tithe and glebe included, is £450 per annum. The church, situated near the ancient 
monastery of Duncrun, is a large and handsome edifice, in the early English style of architecture, built in 
1778; it has a steeple, which has been lately furnished with a bell: the Ecclesiastical Commissioners have 
recently granted £229 towards its repair. The old church, being in a decayed state and in an inconvenient 
situation, was relinquished as a Protestant place of worship, and was given to the R. C. congregation, with 
the consent of the late Earl of Bristol, then Bishop of Derry; but being after some time found unsuited to its 
purpose, a large and commodious chapel was built in the neighbourhood, towards the erection of which Dr. 
Knox, the late Bishop of Derry, and other Protestant gentlemen, contributed. The churchyard, being the 
burial-place of most of the old families of every religious persuasion, has been enclosed with a wall and iron-
gate by parish assessment. In the R. C. Divisions the parish is the head of a union or district, comprising also 
parts of those of Dunboe and Aghanloo. There is at Margymonaghan a meeting-house for Presbyterians in 
connection with the Synod of Ulster, of the third class. There are four schools in the parish; three are in 
connection with the Kildare-place Society, and one under the Board of National Education: the rector pays 
ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ ǎŀƭŀǊȅ ƛƴ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜΣ ŀƴŘ {ƛǊ IŜǊǾŜȅ .ǊǳŎŜΣ .ŀǊǘΦΣ ŀƴŘ /ƻƴƻƭƭȅ DŀƎŜΣ 9ǎǉΦΣ ǇŀǘǊƻƴƛǎŜ ǘǿƻ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
others. In these schools are about 200 boys and 90 girls: there are also a private school of 13 girls and a 
Sunday school. Hodgson Gage, Esq., bequeathed £200 and the Rev. John Leathes, rector of the parish, in 
1703, £100 to the poor; the interest is paid annually through the Rev. Mr. Graham by Sir Hervey Bruce and 
Conolly Gage, Esq., two of the seven proprietors of the soil. The remains of an ancient encampment and the 
foundations of a castle were lately discovered in a strong position about half - way up the mountain; it is 
supposed to have been one of the fastnesses in which the Irish secured themselves and their property 
during the wars of Elizabeth and Chas. I. and II. The foundations of the ancient abbey of Duncrun, and near 
them those of the old church, are the only traces of their former existence: the surrounding scenery is 
peculiarly grand and romantic. The ruins of Screen abbey, noticed by Colgan in his Trias Thaumaturga, may 
still be traced on the townland of Craig. The Rev. John Graham is author of the Siege of Derry, Derriana, 
Annals of Ireland, and various historical, statistical, and poetical publications. Dennis Hampson, the 
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celebrated Irish harper, resided in this parish.έ
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MAGILLIGAN LOWLANDS ς Review of findings & recommendations 
 

The significant surviving heritage assets within the Magilligan Lowlands LCA can be grouped under 

the following headings: 

o Churchlands 

o Military & WW2 

o Railway 

o Demesne: Bellarena 

o Natural: birdlife and flora; dune habitats and woodlands 

 

A number of possible risk areas have also been identified: 

o Vernacular buildings ς significant attrition  to buildings & settings 

o Woodland ς absence of protection to potential areas of ancient woodland 

o Development of suburban centre at Bellarena in contrast to historic settlement patterns 

o Building structures at: Tamlacht old church, St CadaƴΩǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ϧ {ǘ /ŀŘŀƴΩǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ Ƙŀƭƭ ŀǊŜ 

situated in exposed locations and in need of conservation and repair. 

 

Existing tourism uses & Opportunities 

o Railway 

o Investigation of potential Plantation period structure at Ballymagoland 

o wŜǳǎŜ ƻŦ {ǘ /ŀŘŀƴΩǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ hall for tourism 

o Integration with Ulster Way, Causeway Coastal Route & Themed Trails being developed by 

Limavady Borough Council 
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4.2 Foyle Alluvial Plain 

FOYLE ALLUVIAL PLAIN ς Landscape Character Area 

The Landscape Character Area (LCA) forms the extent of the study area defined in the project 

brief.  The following map and text relates to the FOYLE ALLUVIAL PLAIN Landscape Character Area 

ς as described by Northern Ireland Environment Agency (NIEA) 

 

Figure 61 ς 1 to 50,000 scale Discovery map (c) OSNI 

άYŜȅ /ƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛǎǘƛŎǎ 

o flat, alluvial plain backed by a low bench of more resistant rocks 
o parts of coastal plain are reclaimed land, drained by straight drainage channels and enclosed by 

coastal embankments 
o farmland patchwork with geometric, structured character 
o large arable fields on coastal margins of reclaimed land; elsewhere smaller pastures enclosed by 

low hedgerows 
o few scattered hedgerow trees; most mature trees are clustered around farms for shelter 
o narrow straight roads on alluvial plain; principal routes are on the elevated bench backing the 

alluvial plain 
o evenly spaced farms and linear suburban development; extensive industrial development on the 

eastern fringes of Londonderry 

Landscape Description 

The Lough Foyle Alluvial Plain stretches along the shores of Loyle Foyle from Enagh, on the eastern fringes of 

Londonderry, to the mouth of the River Roe. The sands and gravels of the alluvial plain originated as glacial 

outwash from the melting glaciers inland. As the land rose following the ice melt, earlier platforms cut by the 

waves were exposed as raised beaches and the alluvial plain is therefore backed by a steep, low bench of 

more resistant rock. Parts of the coastal plain are reclaimed land, protected by steep embankments. 
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The pattern of the landscape on the alluvial plains varies from a geometric, large-scale arable mosaic to a 

small-scale patchwork of rough pastures. Large arable fields are found on areas of reclaimed land, to the 

north of Eglinton and towards the mouth of the River Roe. The fields are bordered with straight drainage 

ditches and often have no hedgerows or trees. Farms in these areas are large, with groups of trees and 

shelterbelts protecting the farm buildings from the prevailing wind. 

Elsewhere, there is a relatively small-scale patchwork of pastures. Fields are enclosed by low, scruffy 

hedgerows with scattered hedgerow trees. Gorse is the dominant hedgerow species on the coastal plain. 

There are a few blocks of broadleaved woodlands, but generally the area has an open character, particularly 

when overlooked from higher terrain. The coastal plain is backed by a low ridge the A2 and a railway runs 

along the coastline, raised on a steep embankment. The area is therefore extremely accessible and has been 

under considerable pressure for industrial and residential development. 

The coastal wartime airport bases have become major industrial sites and the vast plant at Maydown, near 

Londonderry, is visible for miles around. The City of Derry Airport at Longfield, is also a major local land use. 

Development pressures are most intense on the edges of Londonderry, but much of the road along the edge 

of the coastal plain is fringed with strip development. The alluvial plain itself has narrow, fairly straight lanes, 

leading to farms and their isolated barns. Parts of the coastal plain have linear suburban development along 

the lanes. There are typically many dead-end lanes, leading out onto the farmland beside the water. 

Landscape Condition and Sensitivity to Change 
The condition of the landscape varies, depending on the extent to which it has been drained and improved as 
farmland. Areas which are farmed intensively often have had hedgerows removed and watercourses diverted 
or artificially controlled, while those with poorer quality farmland have a more natural character, but a less 
intensively maintained landscape.The coastal plain in particular is under intense pressure for built 
development and is visually sensitive as it is overlooked from the coastal road. At present, this does not 
extend right along the coast and it will be important to conserve the remaining area of tranquillity to the 
west of Limavady. 
 
Principles for Landscape Management 

o Management of hedgerows will conserve the distinctive landscape pattern and provide an 
attractive margin to Lough Foyle. 

o Provision of formal picnic areas and viewpoints across Lough Foyle from the A2 will enhance 
perceptions of the area. 

 
Principles for Accommodating New Development  

o industrial development which is designed to be relatively low, with horizontal forms, is best 
accommodated in the open plain 

o the Lough shores should remain open and free from development to allow views to the water's edge 
o there is a risk that continued ribbon development along the A2 might form a continuous band, 

linking the separate settlements of Eglinton, Greysteel and Ballykelly and blurring their distinctive 
identitiesΦέ 
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FOYLE ALLUVIAL PLAIN ς Historic Landscape Characterisation 

A review of the historical documentation relating to the landscape study area shows a landscape 

which has been host to human habitation since prehistoric times. 

The relationship with Lough Foyle has changed so that natural blurred edges became fixed as the 

development of the railway and associated land reclamation were implemented in the 19th 

century.  These modern polders can clearly be seen with regular large open fields in contrast to 

smaller irregular subdivisions of the older landscape. 

Natural woodland features at Camman Wood, Ballykelly were present in the 16th century and old 

woodland is also present at Enagh and Gransha. 

This is also a rich agricultural landscape with model farms and a 19th century agricultural seminary, 

an institution noted both by Thackeray and in Ordnance Survey memoirs. 

Big skies seem to have encouraged development in this landscape area.  Initial development 

ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƻǿƴǎΤ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǊŜŀ ǿŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άǇǊƻƳƛǎŜŘ ƭŀƴŘέ ǇƭŀƴǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ 

of London Companies and protected by walled fortresses at Derry and Coleraine.   

The Grocers and Fishmongers towns were constructed at Ballykelly and Eglinton.  Just outside the 

LCA, the Haberdashers constructed their settlement at Ballycastle and Artikelly. 

In addition to land reclamation and railways, this terrain has been exploited for canals and 

airfields. The landscape here is bristling with 20th century military artefacts. 

More recently the land at the west of the area has seen the development of industry, including 

power station and chemical plants.  The area also accommodates the modern port at Lisahally and 

and the airport at Longfield near Eglinton. 

The official LCA, landscape character area, as its name implies is determined by the location of the 

10m Ordnance Survey mapping contour line.  The resulting area is very large and could be broken  

down further into three historic character areas which have differing spatial characteristics and  

which also correspond to parts of the civil parishes of Tamlacht Finlagan, Faughanvale & 

Clondermott: 

o Broighter Roe Delta 

o Donnybrewer to Ballykelly Bank 

o Enagh Suburb 
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These preliminary titles have not been adopted for use in this study but may assist the future 

naming or subdivision of the study area based on historical land use. 
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FOYLE ALLUVIAL PLAIN ς historical natural landscapes; geology 

The geological setting refers to the natural material state landscape as it has formed without the 

intervention of man.  The following map and text relates to the geological setting of FOYLE 

ALLUVIAL PLAIN Landscape Character Area ς as described by Northern Ireland Environment 

Agency (NIEA) 

άOutline Geomorphology and Landscape Setting 

The use of a cultural overlay in defining Landscape Character Areas (LCAs) means that they frequently 

subdivide natural physiographic units. It is common therefore for significant geomorphological features to 

run across more than one LCA. It is also possible in turn, to group physiographic units into a smaller number 

of natural regions. These regions invariably reflect underlying geological, topographic and, often, visual 

continuities between their component physiographic units, and have generally formed the basis for defining 

landscape areas such as AONBs. It is essential therefore, that in considering the 'Geodiversity' of an 

individual LCA, regard should be given to adjacent LCAs and to the larger regions within which they sit. In the 

original Land Utilisation Survey of Northern Ireland, Symons (1962) identified twelve such natural regions. 

This LCA lies within the region described as the Lough Foyle Lowland. The chief morphological features of this 

lowland region are a series of postglacial raised beaches, the nineteenth century enclosure of large areas of 

saltmarsh and slobland beside the Foyle estuary and the sand and shingle ridges and blown sand of the 

Magilligan foreland. Inland from the coastal zone, the lowland continues along the floodplains of the Roe 

and Faughan rivers into areas that are underlain by till and glaciofluvial deposits, especially an important 

moraine complex between Limavady and Ballykelly. The Levees along these rivers testify to their previous 

tendency to flood. 

The Lough Foyle Alluvial Plain stretches along the shores of Loyle Foyle from Enagh, on the eastern fringes of 

Londonderry, to the mouth of the River Roe. The sands and gravels of the alluvial plain originated primarily 

as glacial outwash along the lower course of the River Faughan. Postglacial isostatic uplift has created raised 

beaches and the alluvial plain is backed by a steep, low bench. Parts of the coastal plain are reclaimed land, 

protected by steep embankments. Large arable fields are found on these areas of reclaimed land, to the 

north of Eglinton and towards the mouth of the River Roe. The fields are bordered with straight drainage 

ditches and often have no hedgerows or trees. The landscape in the west of the LCA is influenced by 

glaciofluvial deposits of the Faughan and Dungiven basins complex that is of high scientific interest due to 

the presence of extensive glaciolacustrine and glaciofluvial deposits consisting of deltas, moraines, eskers 

and outwash plains occurring in close field associations. In terms of coastal development, Orford (in Whalley 

et al. 1985) has described Lough Foyle as a zone of low wave environment, the entrance to which has been 

progressively narrowed during the Holocene by the growth of Magilligan Foreland. Extensive coastal 

terracing, reflecting late-glacial shoreline positions, occurs on the eastern shore of the lough. As do shell 
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ridges that are driven onshore and over the coastal marsh by storm surges that impinge into the lough. Much 

of the southeastern shoreline has, however, been reclaimed from the intertidal flats. More detail of this 

section of coastline can be found in Knight (2002). 

 Pre-Quaternary (Solid) Geology 

The stratigraphy of this area is made up of the mapped formations in the table, the youngest of which 

usually overlie the oldest. The older formations can be upside down (tectonically inverted). 

Stratigraphic Table (youngest rocks at the top of the table) 

Triassic - from 240 to 210 million years old 

Mercia Mudstone Group 

Sherwood Sandstone Group 

 

Carboniferous - about 350 million years old 

Barony Glen 

 

Dalradian (Neoproterozoic) - about 550 million years old 

Londonderry 

Ballykelly - Southern Highland Group (undivided) 

This LCA comprises a mix of Dalradian, Carboniferous and Triassic rocks. The southwest is dominated by 

Dalradian (Neoproterozoic) metamorphosed sedimentary, igneous and volcanic rocks. Carboniferous overlies 

unconformably; Triassic in northwest. 

Two major tectonic phases have affected the area: the Caledonian (Ordovician - Silurian) and Variscan (end 

Carboniferous). Caledonian deformation is very apparent throughout the Dalradian succession. Minor 

structures are evident in the Triassic. 

 Quaternary (Drift) Geology 

Northern Ireland has experienced repeated glaciations during the Pleistocene period that produced vast 

amounts of debris to form the glacigenic deposits that cover more than 90% of the landscape. Their present 

morphology was shaped principally during the last glacial cycle (the Midlandian), with subsequent 

modification throughout the post-glacial Holocene period. The Late Midlandian, the last main phases of ice 

sheet flow, occurred between 23 and 13ka B.P. from dispersion centres in the Lough Neagh Basin, the 

Omagh Basin and Lower Lough Erne/Donegal. The clearest imprint of these ice flows are flow transverse 

rogen moraines and flow parallel drumlin swarms which developed across thick covers of till, mostly below 

150m O.D. during a period that referred to as the Drumlin Readvance. At the very end of the Midlandian, 



 

Core Document  
Foyle Landscape Project ς Heritage Asset Audit Page 128 

Scottish ice moved southwards and overrode parts of the north coast. Evidence for deglaciation of the 

landscape is found in features formed between the glacial maximum to the onset of the present warm stage 

from 17 and 13ka B.P. - a period of gradual climatic improvement. Most commonly these are of glaciofluvial 

and glaciolacustrine origin and include: eskers, outwash mounds and spreads, proglacial lacustrine deposits, 

kame terraces, kettle holes and meltwater channels (McCarron et al. 2002). During the Holocene, marine, 

fluvial, aeolian and mass movement processes, combined with human activities and climate and sea-level 

fluctuations, have modified the appearance of the landscape. The landforms and associated deposits derived 

from all of these processes are essentially fossil. Once damaged or destroyed they cannot be replaced since 

the processes or process combinations that created them no longer exist. They therefore represent a finite 

scientific and economic resource and are a notable determinant of landscape character. 

The drift geology map for this LCA illustrates the importance of this late- and postglacial environmental 

change as well as human actions in shaping the landscape. The margins of Lough Foyle are fronted by a 

coastal zone comprising reclaimed marine deposits. These are found in front of raised beach deposits that 

are indicative of a Holocene high sea level. Behind these are elements of two significant deglacial complexes 

that are of considerable scientific importance. 

The Faughan/Dungiven Basins Complex consists of glaciofluvial deposits that are primarily deltaic in origin 

and are situated along structural lows in the upper Faughan and upper Roe river's drainage basins. The area 

is of high scientific interest due to the presence of extensive glaciolacustrine and glaciofluvial deposits 

consisting of deltas, moraines, eskers and outwash plains occurring in close field associations. The complex 

occupies 4.2km2 in the southwest of the LCA. Most of this Complex lies in LCA 30, smaller areas occur in LCAs 

27, 29, 31, 34 and 37. 

The Ballykelly Moraine Complex occupies a small area of 1.2km2 in the northeast of the LCA. Most of the 

Complex is in LCA 37, with a very minor element in LCA 34. Ridges and spreads of morainic sand and gravel 

extend as a broad arc to the south and west of Limavady, immediately to the north of the lower slopes of the 

Sperrins covering an area of about 20 km2. Landforms and sediments record the extent of a surge of Scottish 

ice onto the Lough Foyle lowlands late in the last deglacial cycle. A prominent ridge marks much of the 

furthest extent of this ice readvance and fronts an area of discontinuous lower ridges and sediment spreads. 

Exposures within the stratified deposits show folded ice-push structures typical of a dynamic ice front 

environment. 

In the southwest corner of the LCA is a small area of Late Midlandian till resulting from ice that moved 

northeastwards down the Foyle Valley. The direction of ice flow is recorded by a limited number of 

streamlined drumlins that are mapped by McCabe (in Knight 2002) along the lower course of the river. 

 Key Elements 
ASSIs 
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051 Lough foyle 

Contemporary coastal processes especially chenier ridge development. Exposure through the southern 
(earliest) portion of the Magilligan foreland complex. 

Deglacial Complexes 

The Faughan/Dungiven Basins Complex 

Deltaic deposits are preserved at seven principal locations and are grouped within three main altitudinal 
levels, representing the control of former ice-dammed lake levels on their formation. They are of special 
scientific interest, as their widespread extent and relationship to proglacial water levels implies that 
substantial, deep lakes were impounded along the Faughan and upper Roe valleys as Irish ice masses 
retreated southwards and Scottish ice advanced southwestwards into the lower Roe valley. The upper Roe 
(Dungiven) and middle to upper Faughan valley basins have been used for mineral aggregate production in 
the northwest of the province for approximately twenty years. 

BALLYKELLY MORAINE COMPLEX 

The Ballykelly morainic complex is considered to be of national and international importance in 
understanding the complexity of deglacial processes. The relationship of the moraine to the mid-Ulster 
drumlin field, to the Fruitfield deltaic deposits to the north, and to late glacial raised beaches permits the 
construction of a relative framework of events towards the end of the last glaciation. The identification of 
surge conditions is important for a reconstruction of climatic change in the North Atlantic and suggests 
correlation with similar events elsewhere in the British Isles.έ 

 

                 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 62 ς Foyle Alluvial Plain historical geological mapping 1889 (c) Geological Survey of Ireland 
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Figure 63 ς Foyle Alluvial Plain historical geological mapping; soils map 1889 (c) Geological Survey of Ireland 
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FOYLE ALLUVIAL PLAIN ς historical natural landscapes; ecology 

Information on the ecology is available from a variety of sources.  In addition to NIEA data, current 

sources include references relating to protected sites included in local authority development 

plans.   The following pages offer an overview of these with a synopsis confirming the significant 

features written by ecologist Ralph Sheppard. 

The following map and text relate to the Biodiversity Profile of FOYLE ALLUVIAL PLAIN Landscape 

Character Area ς as described by Northern Ireland Environment Agency (NIEA) 

άIn the following account it should be noted that for consistency, the biodiversity section follows the 
standard order for all LCAs even though some of the communities discussed later may have more importance 
for biodiversity than those discussed earlier 

Key Characteristics 

o woodlands occupy an insignificant area of the LCA 
o arable and improved pastures dominate the land cover, generally of low biodiversity but farmland 

birds are recorded 
o damp coastal pastures of importance to breeding waders, especially lapwing 
o rivers of importance to salmon and trout 
o Lough Foyle of international and national importance for wetland birds and Atlantic salmon  

Woodlands 

Woodlands occupy an insignificant area of this LCA. A portion of Ballykelly Forest has been clipped by the 
boundary; this contains some oak, Sitka spruce and western hemlock with several small compartments of 
other species. Other conifer plantations in the LCA are generally small and of little biodiversity interest. 
Broadleaved woodland is scarce; only scattered patches of trees remain around Willsborough estate and 
most of the other broadleaves form part of modern planting around the industrial estates. 

Grassland and Arable 

Arable land dominates the reclaimed polders whereas on the slightly higher ground of the southern border of 
the LCA arable fields are mixed with improved pasture. Rough grasslands are associated with the airfields 
and abandoned farmland around the industrial estates, but there are also damp grasslands along the coast. 
These are important for breeding waders; breeding lapwing are particularly noteworthy in this LCA. 
Hedgerows are infrequent, but more common on the slightly higher ground. Despite the intensive 
agriculture, a number of Priority Species of birds are recorded; these include bullfinch, linnet, song thrush, 
yellowhammer, reed bunting, spotted flycatcher and skylark. 

Heaths and Bogs 

There are no heaths or bogs in the LCA. 

Wetlands and Lakes 

Several lakes were surveyed by the Northern Ireland Lake Survey, but none are listed as of biodiversity 
interest. The Faughan and Roe rivers are important for salmon and trout. 
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Coastal 

The coast has been modified for much of its length by the construction of sea defences for the reclaimed 
agricultural land. Nevertheless, there are extensive mudflats and some small areas of coastal saltmarsh, 
notably at the Roe Estuary NNR. 

Lough Foyle is internationally important for birds. The Lough Foyle SPA (also the Lough Foyle Ramsar site) 
supports internationally important numbers of the whooper swan, light-bellied Brent goose and bar-tailed 
godwit. It also supports large numbers of nationally important species, that is, in an all-Ireland context. 
These include Priority Species - golden plover and curlew - among many others. 

The lough also has importance in Ireland for a number of Irish Red Data Book fish species and is 
internationally important for Atlantic salmon. 

Key Issues 

General actions for UK and NI Priority Habitats and Priority Species are detailed in the Habitat Action Plans 
and Species Action Plans. 

GRASSLAND AND ARABLE 

Issue: poor biodiversity of farmland 

Actions: 

o maintain and improve field boundaries especially hedgerows (where they are traditional in the 
landscape). This may be achieved through adoption of correct cutting cycles; hedge laying and 
replanting where necessary; leaving saplings uncut to develop into hedgerow trees; avoidance of 
spraying with fertilizers, slurry, herbicides; provision of wildlife strips and conservation headlands 
around fields; and limitation of field amalgamation 

o encourage (through participation in Environmental Schemes) adoption of less intensive 
management of pastures to allow reversion to more species-rich grassland and protect unsown 
areas of damp grassland 

o leave stubble over winter, rather than autumn ploughing, to increase food resources for farmland 
birds; spring sown cereals are beneficial to breeding farmland birds 

o maintain and enhance damp coastal grassland by restricting field or arterial drainage 
o encourage farmers to join schemes to promote maintenance and enhancement of populations of 

breeding waders  

WETLANDS 

Issue: important rivers for salmonid fish, particularly Atlantic salmon numbers of which are declining 

Actions: 

o protect water quality of rivers through nutrient management, thus 
o promote and encourage existing good farming practices so that streams are not polluted by run-off 

from agricultural land or seepage from silage pits 
o continued monitoring of streams below industrial plants 
o monitor streams in relation to expansion of rural/urban housing and associated septic 

tanks/sewage treatment plants 
o support work of Agencies in promoting the maintenance and enhancement of Atlantic salmon  
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COASTAL 

Issue: Lough Foyle of international importance for wetland birds; international importance for Atlantic 
salmon 

Actions: 

o ensure that recreational (including shooting) and other activities do not damage bird populations 
o continued monitoring and control of activities both in the lough and in the river catchments that 

might affect salmon population.έ 

The following maps, available on the NIEA website indicate the protected areas that are located 

within the LCA study region.  There are significant areas of protection along the Foyle shoreline, 

and into the river Faughan.  The Lough along this shore is shallow with large areas of marsh 

exposed at low tide. 

 

Figure 64 ς Foyle Alluvial Plain RAMSAR sites  
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 Figure 65 ςFoyle Alluvial Plain Special Protection Area (SPA) 

 

 

Figure 66 ςCƻȅƭŜ !ƭƭǳǾƛŀƭ tƭŀƛƴ !ǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ {ŎƛŜƴǘƛŦƛŎ LƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ό!{{LΩǎύ 
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The following map extracts, which highlight local nature conservation areas, are sourced from the 

Derry Area Development Plan 2011. 

.  
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Enagh Lough is at the western extremity of the Foyle Alluvial Plain.  The Gransha intake is 

technically outside the Landscape Character Area, however, for the purposes of this study the LCA 

has been extended to include the Foyle Bridge and the land immediately adjoining the edge of the 

urban, City area. 

¢ƘŜ DǊŀƴǎƘŀ ΨƛƴǘŀƪŜΩ ƛǎ ƴŜǿ ƭŀƴŘ ŦƻǊƳŜŘ ōȅ ǊŜŎƭŀƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊƛǾŜǊ to construct an 

embankment for the railway during the 19th century. The embankment has created a marsh 

between the river and the natural shoreline. 

The Enagh Loughs area designated for protection in the Derry Area Plan includes Loughs  and long 

established woodlands at Enagh and at Gransha. 
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Figure 67 ς Gransha Woods and concrete water tower. 

 

Figure 68 ς Gransha Woods 
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Figure 69 ς Common Oak, Enagh House.  Described as an exceptional specimen tree with habitat value.  Perfect in 
form and symmetry.  (c) Tree Council of Ireland; Heritage Tree Database 
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Figure 70 ςCommon Oak, Eglinton.  Described as a landmark tree with habitat value and association with an historic 
event.  Commemorative and junction tree planted from a Windsor Park acorn for coronation of King Edward the 7th. 
(c) Tree Council of Ireland; Heritage Tree Database 
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An analysis of Foyle Alluvial Plain Ecology ς by Ralph Sheppard  

The Foyle Alluvial Plain is a landscape type one associates more with Holland ς flat fields, big skies, 

straight lines.  Superficially similar to the Magilligan Lowlands, it differs in that much of it is man-

made.  The shallow, sheltered waters of Lough Foyle were claimed from the sea to create polders -   

usually called slobs in Ireland, but here the name is levels, as in Donnybrewer, Longfield or Myroe 

Level.  So rather than fields being carved from native habitats, here the wall-to-wall fields came 

first, with the few unplanted corners and settlements imposed on the landscape.  One might 

assume from such a history that there is no place here for nature.  This would be wrong.   

1) The flat open spaces adjacent to the lough are ideal for swans and geese ς big, vulnerable 

birds that gather in flocks for vigilance, and which need huge empty spaces to feel secure.  

Whooper Swans and Greylag Geese which migrate here from Iceland in winter, are the 

main species.  Also of considerable interest are flocks of mainly seed-eating songbirds.  

Skylarks, Tree Sparrows and many other common species roam the area, mainly in winter.  

They are joined by small flocks of Twite, a rare and extremely threatened species, and 

Snow Buntings, both species being reliably found at very few places in Northern Ireland or 

Donegal, and nowhere else in the Foyle Basin.  

2) The swans and geese which feed on farmland, roost for safety at night on Lough Foyle, 

where they join vast flocks of other wetland birds.  But most of them follow a tidal rather 

than a diurnal rhythm, feeding on the immense biomass of small invertebrates living in the 

soft mud which is exposed at low tides.   Lough Foyle is the third most important site for 

waterfowl in Northern Ireland, after Lough Neagh and Strangford Lough, and fifth in all-

Ireland.  Of particular importance among the many species are the Bar-tailed Godwit and 

the Pale-bellied Brent Goose.  Unlike other goose species, and the invertebrate feeding 

waterfowl, Brent Geese feed on aquatic plants, and their numbers were much greater in 

the 19th and early 20th centuries before a disease decimated the Eelgrass beds on which 

they largely depended.  In those days, a good living was had by professional wildflower 

growers supplying the city markets.   

Lough Foyle is fully designated as a RAMSAR site for the protection of waterfowl and 

wetlands, a Special Protection Area for birds, and an Area of Special Scientific Interest.  All 

these designations covering the same area ς the entire coastline and tidal zone of this 

landscape unit, from the Roe Estuary in the east to the Faughan Estuary in the west, 

including the small area of Lough Foyle on the west bank which is within Northern Ireland 

(but see also the parallel designations for Co. Donegal).   
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Both the Faughan and Roe estuaries function as sub-divisions of Lough Foyle ς as far as the 

birds are concerned.  However, there is no designation of any kind covering the large areas 

of agricultural polders.  The habitat or vegetation-based designations would be 

inappropriate, but there is a case for the Special Protection Area designation under the EU 

Birds Directive, which covers the tidal zone of Lough Foyle, being extended to the polders, 

on which the geese and swans are so dependant.   

3) One habitat which is now gone is freshwater marsh.  Up to the 1970s, the core of 

Donnybrewer Level was a small lake, surrounded by marshland.  Similar habitat was 

nearby, at Black Braes, but with less open water.  These habitats contained smaller 

numbers of waterfowl than those described above, but it was a distinctive community of 

species.  Donnybrewer held a special appeal for migrant birds in Spring and Autumn, and 

also for breeding colonies of gulls and terns, and for some duck and wader species.  But all 

this was drained, and added to the acreage of arable farmland.  Species like the Spotted 

Redshank were at the western limit of their north-south flyway from northern 

Scandinavia, but with the loss of Donnybrewer Lake, the small numbers that were regular 

here on passage have now shifted their migration route further east, and the species is 

rarely seen.  Black-tailed Godwits were establishing their only breeding colony in Ireland 

on the site, and although still migrating through Lough Foyle in small numbers, they have 

since shown no interest in breeding. 

It is of course quite possible to re-create a habitat like this, as it was man-made in the first 

place.  But the price of agricultural land at the moment precludes it.  

4) Inland of the levels there is a more normal lowland landscape.  It holds nothing to justify 

any conservation designations, but it still has points of interest.  Ballykelly Forest occupies 

the site of an ancient woodland, and elements of that heritage can still emerge in 

clearings. 

5) Just beyond the southern boundary of the LCA are a series of wooded glens which lose 

their character as they reach the lowlands.  The relatively modest Muff River has cut a 

long and fairly deep glen above Eglinton.  Like Ballykelly Wood, this was once deciduous, 

and is also now largely replaced with conifers.  It was one of the last locations in the north-

west where Nightjars were known to breed, in the 1960s.   

The wooded Castle River runs parallel to Muff Glen, and is an Area of Local Nature 

Conservation and Amenity Importance in the Derry Area Plan 2011. 
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6) At the extreme western end of this LCA is the Enagh Loughs area.  The landscape here is 

pock-marked with many small wet hollows and a few larger ones, culminating in two 

sizeable lakes.  All these wetlands owe their origin to the melting of large blocks of ice 

within the glacial deposits of the immediate post-glacial  environment, and share the 

generic name of kettle-holes.  The two lakes are well-known for their coarse fishing, and 

support small numbers of diving waterbirds, like Great Crested Grebe, Tufted Duck, and in 

winter, Pochard.  Their wooded margins, and patches of marsh and boggy habitat are all of 

considerable local interest.  But probably of most significance is the surviving population 

of the native Red Squirrel.  With the advance of the alien Grey Squirrels into NW Ireland, 

the future prospect for these Reds is not good ς unless there is some effort put into their 

conservation ς as has been happening at Prehen Wood a few miles to the south. 

Enagh Loughs is designated as an Area of Local Nature Conservation and Amenity 

Importance in the Derry Area Plan 2011. 
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FOYLE ALLUVIAL PLAIN ς historical cultural landscape; Barony 

 

Figure 71 ς the eastern part of the Foyle Alluvial Plain is located in the Barony of Keenaght marked in yellow the map; 
ǘƘŜ ǿŜǎǘŜǊƴ ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ŀǊƻƴȅ ƻŦ ¢ƛǊƪŜŜǊŀƴΣ ƳŀǊƪŜŘ Ǉƛƴƪ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŜȄǘǊŀŎǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ tƘƛƭƛǇΩǎ !ǘƭŀǎ муфт 

 

The barony of Keenaght ƛǎ ƴŀƳŜŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ /ƛŀƴŀŎƘǘŀ DƭŜƴƴ DŜƛƳƛƴ όάǊŀŎŜ ƻŦ /ŀƛƴ ƻŦ 

DƭŜƴƎƛǾŜƴέύŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ  ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ hΩ/ƻƴƴƻǊǎΣ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛs clan,  from the 5th century.   The 

ŀǊŜŀ ǿŀǎ ŎŜŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ hΩYŀƴŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ мнth century. 

Tirkeeran derives its name from the territory of the Airgiallan clan; Ui Mhic Carthainn (MacCartin), 

one of the earliest tribes in the area based to the south-east of Lough Foyle.  During the 

implementation of the Plantation baronies were rationalised; renaming of the barony of Tirkeeran 

ǿŀǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘΦ  Lǘ ǿŀǎ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜƴŀƳŜ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ά!ƴƴŀƎƘέ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ hΩ/ŀƘŀƴ ǎǘǊƻƴƎƘƻƭŘ ŀǘ 

Enagh Lough; the established name was eventually retained



 

Core Document  
Foyle Landscape Project ς Heritage Asset Audit Page 144 

FOYLE ALLUVIAL PLAIN ς historical cultural landscape; Civil Parishes 

 

 

Figure 72 ς County Londonderry Parishes 

The Foyle Alluvial Plain spans part of three parishes: Parish of Clondermot, marked 17 on the 

above map; Faughanvale, marked 29; and Tamlaght Finlagan, marked 42.  These parish areas also 

reflect three distinct character areas and could form the basis for subdivision of the Landscape 

Area into smaller more manageable units. 
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FOYLE ALLUVIAL PLAIN ς historical cultural landscape; Townlands       

  

                                                                                                                  

           

 

 

Key to Townlands (c) Placenames NI 

The following is a selective list of townlands within the Foyle Alluvial Plain LCA and areas adjoining.  

Where there are entries in the Northern Ireland Place Names Project or similar resources we have 

listed these alongside the town land name: 

Carrowmuddle 

Carrowmenagh 

Carrowreagh 

Carrowclare 

Crindle ς Chruinnill 

Ballyhenry East 

Shanvey ς Sean-bheith "The old Birch tree" ς Joyce (Munn) 1925 

Rathfad 

Drumbane 

Ballycastle 
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Carbullion 

Ballymacran 

Back 

Lomond  

Broighter ς Bhrú Íochtair 

Brolasco 

Broharris 

Farlow ς For-loch "The outlying lake" - Munn's Notes, 245, 1925  

Glebe 

Ballyspallan 

Drummond 

Ballykelly ς Bhaile Uí Cheallaigh 

Walworth 

Tullymain ς  Tulaig-Maighin "The hill of the little plain" - Munn's Notes, 178, 1925  

Coolkeenaght ς Cuaille-cian-achta "bare tree/pole of Keenaght" - Munn's Notes, 172, 1925  

Coolagh ς  Cul-ach "The back place, or land at the back of t - Munn's Notes, 172, 1925  

Faughanvale 

Gresteel More 

Tullybrisland ς Tulaig-ui-Breislain "O'Breslans Hill" - Munn's Notes, 178, 1925  

Cregan ς Creagan "The little rock" - Munn's Notes, 173, 1925 

Longfield Beg ς Leamhchoill...meaning "elm-wood" - Joyce, i 39, 1869 (?) 

Drummaneny 

Donnybrewer ς Dun-na-brughaidhe "The fort of the farmer" - Munn's Notes, 173, 1925  

McLean & Partners Division 

Laraghleas ς Lathrach-a-leasa "The site of the ancinet fort" - Munn's Notes, 176, 1925  

Coolafinny ς Cul-ait-Fionnai "bright/pleasant back/recess" - Munn's Notes, 172, 19 

Muff ς Magh "The plain" - Munn's Notes, 177, 1925  
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Donnybrewer Level (Intake) 

Longfield Level (Intake) 

Lower Gortagherty ς Gort-ui-Eacharthaig "The field of the O'Agerties/ - Munn's Notes, 174, 1925  

Carmoney 

Campsey Upper ς Camasach "The holms formed by the curving river" - Munn's Notes, 171, 1925  

Lower Campsey 

Cloghole 

Coolkeeragh ς Cúil-caorach "corner of sheep" - Joyce, iii 245, 1913 

Carrakeel 

Maydown ς "plain of the dún or fort" - Joyce, iii 500, 1913 

Lisnahawley ς Lios-atha-saile "The fort of the ford of the sea" - Munn's Notes, 97, 1 

Enagh - Eanach "The Marsh" - Joyce (Munn), 93,1.205, 1925 

Templetown 

Gransha ς Grainseach, a place for grain, generally a monastery - Joyce, iii 388, 1913 

Stradreagh More ς Srath Riach "grey strath or holm" (Big) - J O'D (OSNB), 93 C1, 1830 

Stradreagh Beg ς Srath Riach "grey strath or holm" (Little) - J O'D (OSNB), 93 C1, 1830 
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FOYLE ALLUVIAL PLAIN ς historical cultural landscape; Administration ς 

Poor Law Union, Dispensary Districts & District Electoral Divisions 

 

Figure 73 ς Poor Law Unions & Dispensary Disrtricts 

Lough Foyle Alluvial Plain extends across Lough Enagh, Eglinton, Faughanvale, Ballykelly and 

Myroe district electoral divisions; Eglinton, Ballykelly and Bellarena Dispensary Districts.  The area 

also crosses part of the Londonderry and Limavady Poor Law Unions.  Whilst the boundaries are 
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quite different, the divisions reinforce the influence of the mediaeval parishes and their 

relationship with the landscape as well as establishing modern health service divisions. 

The northern dispensary district was Bellarena.  Ballykelly dispensary is located next to Tamlacht 

Finlagan church. 

District electoral divisions within the study area were Lough Enagh, Eglinton, Faughanvale, 

Ballykelly Myroe & Aghanloo 

 

Figure 74 ς Limavady Borough Council area: Source ESRC 
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Figure 75 ς Derry City Council area: Source ESRC 
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FOYLE ALLUVIAL PLAIN ς historical cultural & built landscape; historical 
survival  

 

Figure 76 ς Map of Ireland TCD MS1209/1(c) Trinity College Dublin 

 

 

Figure 77 ς CǊŀƴŎƛǎ WƻōǎƻƴΩǎ ά¢ƘŜ tǊƻǾŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ¦ƭǎǘŜǊέ мрфл ¢/5 a{ мнлфκмр ǎƘƻǿǎ hΩ/ŀƘŀƴΩǎ ŎŀǎǘƭŜ ŀǘ 9ƴŀƎƘ [ƻǳƎƘ 
and areas of woodland between the Faughan and Roe rivers 
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Figure 78 ς wƛŎƘŀǊŘ .ŀǊǘƭŜǘǘΩǎ ά! DŜƴŜǊŀƭ 5ŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ¦ƭǎǘŜǊέ мслн-3 

Richard BartletǘΩǎ ƳŀǇ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŜ hΩYŀƴŜΩǎ ŎŀǎǘŜƭ ŀƴŘ ŀŘƧŀŎŜƴǘ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀǘ ά!ƴƻƎƘέ ŀƴŘ ǿƻƻŘƭŀƴŘ 

between the Faughan and Roe rivers in the area around Ballykelly to the east of the Faughanvale 

wƛǾŜǊΦ  [ƻǳƎƘ CƻȅƭŜ ƛǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōǘƛǘƭŜ ά[ƻƎƛŀ ƻŦ tǘƻƭόŜƳȅύέ ǊŜŦŜǊǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ tǘƻƭŜƳȅΩǎ мпфл ƳŀǇ 

of Ireland.  The woodland is almost certainly intended to be Camman Woods or Ballykelly Forest 

and emphasises the age and importance of this site. 

 

Figure 79 ς ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ wŀǾŜƴΩǎ ƳŀǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻƴŘƻƴŘŜǊǊȅ Ǉƭŀƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ м613.  The map shows land allocated from west to 
east as follows: church, Grocers Company, native freehold, Grocers, church, Fishmongers Company, church, 
CƛǎƘƳƻƴƎŜǊΩǎ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅ ŀƴŘ {ƛǊ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ tƘƛƭƭƛǇǎ 
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Figure 80 ς Extract from Thomas wŀǾŜƴΩǎ ƳŀǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CƛǎƘƳƻƴƎŜǊΩǎ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅ ŀǘ .ŀƭƭȅƪŜƭƭȅ 

 

Figure 81 ς ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ /ǊƻŘŘƛƴΩǎ aŀǇ ƻŦ .ŀƭƭȅƪŜƭƭȅ мсно όŎύDǳƛƭŘƘŀƭƭ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ 
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Figure 82 ς CƛǎƘƳƻƴƎŜǊΩǎ .ŀǿƴ ŀǘ .ŀƭƭȅƪŜƭƭȅΤ ŎƻǊƴŜǊ ŦƭŀƴƪŜǊ ƛǎ ǾƛǎƛōƭŜ ōŜȅond glasshouse.  The grass area is shown as 
ŀƴ ƻǊŎƘŀǊŘ ƻƴ /ǊƻŘŘƛƴΩǎ ƳŀǇΦ 

{ƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ǇƻǊǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CƛǎƘƳƻƴƎŜǊΩǎ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ ōŀǿƴ ŀǘ .ŀƭƭȅƪŜƭƭȅ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŜΦ  wŀǾŜƴΩǎ ƳŀǇ ƛǎ 

oriented with the river leading off to Lough Foyle to the left.  The church & bawn are visible as are 

several houses;  some constructed with stone, some with timber and several oval native Irish style 

houses.   

/ǊƻŘŘƛƴΩǎ ƳŀǇ ƛǎ ƻǊƛŜƴǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǊƛǾŜǊ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǳƎƘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƎŜΦ  9ǾŜƴ ƳƻǊŜ 

detail is shown here with the Derry to Coleraine road shown and house plot allocations.  The 

combined evidence of the maps is sufficient to identify the extent of archaeological potential 

relating to this settlement.  The extent of this is shown in the Local Area Plan map.  Surprisingly, 

the orchard area, which is the only place where there is public view of the bawn, is currently 

zoned for housing. 
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Figure 83 ς ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ wŀǾŜƴΩǎ ƳŀǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DǊƻŎŜǊΩǎ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅ ǎŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘ ŀǘ aǳŦŦ όƴƻǿ 9Ǝƭƛƴǘƻƴύ 

 

 

Figure 84 ς 9Ǝƭƛƴǘƻƴ ŎƘǳǊŎƘȅŀǊŘ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ Ǌǳƛƴ ƻŦ άbŜǿ /ƘǳǊŎƘέ ǎƘƻǿƴ ƻƴ wŀǾŜƴΩǎ ƳŀǇΦ 



 

Core Document  
Foyle Landscape Project ς Heritage Asset Audit Page 156 

 

Figure 85 ς 9ȄǘǊŀŎǘ ŦǊƻƳ tŜǘǘȅΩǎ 5ƻǿƴ {ǳǊǾŜȅ ƳŀǇ Ŏмсрр ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ƻŦ ά¢ŜƳǇƭŜ- CƛƴƭŀƎŀƴέΣ .ŀƭƭȅƪŜƭƭȅ ϧ 
!ƎƘŀƴƭƻƻ tŀǊƛǎƘκ άIŀōƛŘŀǎƘŜǊǎέ ϭPRONI 

 

 

Figure 86 ς 9ȄǘǊŀŎǘ ŦǊƻƳ tŜǘǘȅΩǎ 5ƻǿƴ {ǳǊǾŜȅ ƳŀǇ Ŏмсрр ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ CŀǳƎƘŀƴǾŀƭŜ ϧ /ƭƻƴŘŜǊƳƻǘ tŀǊƛǎƘŜǎ ϭtwhbL 
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Figure 87 - Ballycastle (Ballycaslan) Haberdasher's Company aerial (c) 2012 Google 

 

Figure 88 ς ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ wŀǾŜƴΩ ǎ ƳŀǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ IŀōŜǊŘŀǎƘŜǊΩǎ ŀǘ .ŀƭƭȅŎŀǎƭŀƴ ŀƴŘ ŀǘ !ǊǘƛƪŜƭƭȅ 

 

Figure 89 ς tƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǎǳǊǾƛǾƛƴƎ ŦǊŀƎƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ IŀōŜǊŘŀǎƘŜǊΩǎ ǎŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘ ƭŀȅƻǳǘ ŀǘ !ǊǘƛƪŜƭƭȅ όŎύ нлмн DƻƻƎƭŜ 
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Figure 90 - Aghanloo Airfield 1942; source Roe Valley.com 

 

 

Figure 91 - Aghanloo/Limavady Airfield; aerial view (c) Google 
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Figure 92 ς /ŀǇǘŀƛƴ CǊŀƴŎƛǎ bŜǾƛƭƭΩǎ ƳŀǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ƛŜƎŜ ƻŦ 5ŜǊǊȅΤ ŜȄǘǊŀŎǘ ǎhow the batteries and boom across the river 
ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ άǘƘŜ DǊŀƴƎŜέ ŀƴŘ  

 
Figure 93ς Aerial view of Enagh & Gransha also showing narrow section of the river to the north of the Foyle Bridge 
(c) 2012 Google 

 

Boom Hall and Gransha are significant sites worthy of further investigation.  Relatively 
ǳƴŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘΣ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜǎ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜǎŜƳōƭŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ƛƴ bŜǾƛƭƭΩǎ ŀƴŘ 
other siege maps. 
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FOYLE ALLUVIAL PLAIN ς historical cultural & built landscape; landed 
estates  

 

Figure 94 ς Ordnance Survey 1
st
 edition mapping showing Walworth (c)OSI 

 

Figure 95 ς Walworth aerial view showing impact of development (c) 2012 Google 

.ŀƭƭȅƪŜƭƭȅ CƻǊŜǎǘ ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎ ά/ŀƳƳŀƴ ²ƻƻŘέ ǿith reference to its original growth of ash 

trees.  The forest was the first state forest in Northern Ireland, purchased in 1910  and was 

enlarged by plantation of Douglas Fir trees. 
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FOYLE ALLUVIAL PLAIN ς historical built landscape; Urban Settlement  

 

Figure 96 ς Ordnance survey 1
st
 edition mapping showing Ballykelly  (c)OSI 

 

Figure 97 ς Ballkelly; Northern Area Draft Plan 2016 
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Figure 98 ς Ordnance survey 1
st
 edition mapping showing Eglington/Muff.  (c)OSI 

 

Figure 99 ς 5ŜǊǊȅ /ƛǘȅ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ tƭŀƴΤ 9Ǝƭƛƴǘƻƴ ά!ǊŜŀ ƻŦ ¢ƻǿƴǎŎŀǇŜ /ƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊέ 
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FOYLE ALLUVIAL PLAIN ς historical built landscape; significant sites 
 

Prehistoric 

o LDY009:008, Broighter, Findspot, Broighter Hoard (Early Iron Age) 

o LDY014:011, Stradreagh Beg, Neolithic and Bronze Age occupation site & crannog: Rough 
ƛǎƭŀƴŘ ƻǊ hΩ/ŀƘŀƴΩǎ DŀǊŘŜƴ ό{ŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘύ 

o Excavations 2009: A2 Maydown to City of Derry Airport, Upper Campsey, (Cloghole Rd), 
Neolithic houses  

 

 
Figure 100 ς Broighter Hoard: Broigher Collar 

 
Figure 101- Broighter Hoard: Necklace 
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Medieval Sites 

o LDY009:005, Moneyrannel (outside study area) Rath: Rough Fort (National Trust) 

o LDY009:007, Ballykelly, Walworth C17th Bawn 

o LDY009:017, Ballycastle, C17th House, Bawn and 5 cottages built by Haberdasher Co. 

o LDY009:019, Ballykelly, Walworth Plantation Village ς Ballekelle Plantation (Scheduled) 

o LDY014:009 & LDY014:010, Templetown, Crannog & Tower House, Green Island: Castle of 
!ƴŀƎƘ όhΩYŀƴŜκhΩ/ŀƘŀƴ ǎǘǊƻƴƎƘƻƭŘύ ό{ŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘύ  

o LDY015:004, Bolie, Rath 

o LDY015:008, Muff, C17th House and Bawn 

o [5¸лмрΥлооΣ 9ƎƭƛƴǘƻƴΣ aǳŦŦΣ tƭŀƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ {ƛǘŜΥ 9Ǝƭƛƴǘƻƴ DǊƻŎŜǊΩǎ /ƻΦ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ 
(Scheduled) 

o LDY015A:003, Carrickhugh, Coolagh, Faughanvale, Battle Site: 1197AD 

 

 

 
Figure 102 ς Templetown Crannog, Enagh Lough 
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Ecclesiastical Buildings & Sites 

o LDY009:002, Ballykelly, Walworth Old Church, Plantation Church & Graveyard (Scheduled) 

o LDY014:013, Gransha, Dergbruagh, Church, graveyard and possible enclosure 

o LDY014:015, Templetown, Domnach Dola, Church & graveyard: Enagh (Scheduled) 

o LDY015:009, Muff, Church gable, Eglinton (Scheduled) 

o LDY015:024, Faughanvale, Medieval Church & Modern Graveyard possibly on site of C7th 
monastery (Scheduled); nearby stone cross 

o LDY015A:001, Loughermore & Tullybrisland, Tullybrisland Cross (Scheduled) 

o I.κлнκлоκллн {ǘ CƛƴƭƻŎƘΩǎ w/ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ .ŀƭƭȅƪŜƭƭȅ 

o HB/02/10/006 Ballykelly Presbyterian Church (incl. boundary wall) 

o HB/02/10/007 Ballykelly Presbyterian Church, Gate Lodge 

o HB/02/10/009 Tamlaght Finlagan Parish Church (and boundary wall) 

o I.κлнκмлκлмт {ǘ WƻƘƴΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ό/hLύΣ [ƻƳŀƴŘ wŘΣ [ƛƳŀǾŀŘȅ 

 

 
Figure 103 ς Templetown, Enagh Church 

 

           

Figure 104 - Aghanloo, Walworth & Faughanvale churches.  Source: Natural Stone Database 
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Figure 105 ς Ballykelly Presbyterian church 

DŜƴǘƭŜƳŀƴΩǎ IƻǳǎŜǎ 

o HB/01/03/014, Templemoyle House, Eglinton & Registered Historic Gardens L-046 

o HB/01/03/010 The Manor House incl. gates and walling, Eglinton 

o HB/02/01/006 Gresteel House, Eglinton 

o HB/02/02/001 Carrichue House, Ballykelly 

o HB/02/10/016 Clover Hill House, Burnally, Limavady 

o HB/02/10/021 Culmore House, Lower Culmore, Limavady 

 

Manses/Rectories 

o HB/01/03/011 Rectory and outbuildings, Eglington 

o HB/02/10/022 Tamlaght Finlagan Rectory, Ballykelly 

 

Country Houses & Estate Buildings 

o HB/01/05/001 Enagh House, Campsie 

o HB/02/10/002 Walworth House (house, bawn, bawn wall, flankers, walls to garden) 

 

Military Structures 

Air defence heritage 

o DH30, Ballyspallan; Ballykelly, Airfield 

o DH93, Longfield Level (Intake), Pillbox 

o DH120, Tully Lower, Command Post 

o DH123, Lissahawley; Coolkeeragh, Naval Base 

o DH136, Donnybrewer Level, Small Arms Range 
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o DH148, Donnybrewer; Drummaneny; Longfield More, Airfield 

o DH153, Carrakeel, Airfield 

o DH166, Ballynashallog, Observation post 

o DH170, Drumaneny, Strongpoint 

o DH171, Drumaneny, Pillbox 

o DH172, Drumaneny, Dispersal Pen 

o DH173, Drumaneny, Air Force Building 

o DH174, Drumaneny, Air Force Building 

o DH175, Drumaneny, Air Force Building 

o DH176, Drumaneny, Air Force Building 

o DH177, Drumaneny, Air Force Building 

o DH178, Drumaneny, Air Force Building 

o DH179, Coolafinny, Air Force Building 

o DH180, Coolafinny, Air Force Building 

o DH181, Longfield More, Loopholed wall 

o DH182, Muff, Military Camp 

o DH203, Drumaneny, Hangar 

o DH204, Muff, Military Camp 

o DH205, Donnybrewer, Air Force Building 

o DH206, Donnybrewer, Air Force Building 

o DH208, Gun operations room/local HQ AA defences 

o DH210, Laraghaleas, Heavy anti-aircraft battery 

o LDY014A:034 & DH273 Ballynagard, WWII Light Anti-Aircraft Battery (Scheduled) 

o DH334, Faughanvale, Bombing decoy (Q site) 

o DH335, Crindle, Bombing decoy (Q site) 

o DH383, Donnybrewer, Hangar 

o DH384, Donnybrewer, Hangar 

o DH385, Donnybrewer Level, Hangar 

o DH386, Donnybrewer Level, Hangar 

o DH397, Drumaneny, Pillbox 

o DH398, Drumaneny, Pillbox 

o DH406 ς 12 , Longfield Beg, Hangars 

o DH413, Drumaneny, Strongpoint 

o DH414, Longfield More, Operations Block 

o DH415, Artikelly, Operations Block 

o DH698, Muff, Dispersed living site  
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o DH699, Muff, Dispersed living site  

o DH700, Coolafinny, Dispersed living site  

o DH701, Drumaneny, Dispersed living site  

o DH722, Campsey Upper, Heavy anti-aircraft battery 

o DH731, Tullanee, Dispersed living site 

o DH732, Muff, Dispersed living site 

 

Maritime structures  

Lighthouses 

o IHR01555:000:00, Ballynagard, in River Foyle, Lighthouse 

o IHR01556:000:00, in River Foyle, Lighthouse 

o IHR01558:000:00, Culmore, Lighthouse 

o IHR01561:000:00, at sea, to E of Connyburrow Point, Lighthouse 

o IHR01617:000:00, Ballynashallog, Lighthouse 

o IHR01618:000:00, Ballynashallog, Boomhall Lighthouse 

o IHR01619:000:00, in River Foyle between Gransha & Ballynashallog  

o IHR01620:000:00, in River Foyle between Gransha and Ballynashallog  

o IHR 01621:000:00 , in River Foyle between Gransha & Ballynashallog  

o IHR01622:000:00, Gransha (Intake) in River Foyle, Rosses Bay Lighthouse  

 

Historic Parks & Gardens 

o Enagh House (HB01/05/001) & Church & Graveyard LDY014:015 

o L-013 Walworth; HB 02/010/002 - House; SMR LDY009:007 - Plantation Bawn; 

LDY009:0019 - Plantation Village 

o L-046 Templemoyle House, Muff Glen 

o HB02/10/14A Sampsonôs Memorial Tower 

 

Institutional Buildings 

o Gransha/ Stradreagh Hospital site 
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Figure 106 ς Stradreagh Hospital site, Gransha 

 

Infrastructure ς Roads, Canals & Railways 
 

BNCR Main Line Belfast-Londonderry:  

o IHR01339:048:00 Myroe Level (Intake), Level crossing  

o IHR01339:052:00 Ballykelly Level (Intake), Level Crossing 

o IHR01339:054:00 Ballykelly/Walworth, Ballykelly Station; Level Crossing & Bridge 

o IHR01339:056:00 Carrickhugh, Bridge 

o IHR01339:057:00 Carrickhugh, Station 

o IHR01339:061:00 Coolkeeragh, Level Crossing 

o IHR01339:063:00 Coolkeeragh, Bridge 

o IHR01339:064:00 Lower Campsey, Level Crossing 

o IHR01339:066:00 Clanterkee Saltworks, Level Crossing & Bridge 

o IHR01339:068:00 Donnybrewer Level (Intake) Eglinton Station & Level Crossing 
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o IHR01339:070:00 Donnybrwer Level / Drummaneny, Level Crossing 

o IHR01339:072:00 Longfield More/Beg, Bridge 

o IHR01339:074:00 Gresteel Beg, Bridge 

o IHR01339:076:00 Faughanvale/Tullyverry, Bridge 

o IHR01339:077:00 Coolagh, Bridge 

o IHR01433:001:00 BNCR Branch Line Limavady Junction ς Dungiven, Ballykelly Level, Limavady 
Junction 

o IHR01433:003:00, BNCR Branch Line Limavady Junction ς Dungiven, Broighter, Station at 
Level Crossing 

o IHR01433:004:00, BNCR Branch Line Limavady Junction ς Dungiven, Burnally, Bridge 

 
Broharris Canal: 
o IHR01436:000:00, Ballykelly, Ballykelly Canal 

o IHR01565:000:00, Donnybrewer, Canal 

 

The Broharris Canal was constructed in the 1820s when a 2 mile (3.2 km) long cut was made on 

the south shore of Lough Foyle near Ballykelly in the direction of Limavady. It served both as a 

drainage channel and for transport with goods being brought from Londonderry Port, as well as 

shellfish and kelp from the sand banks along the shore. 

 

Figure 107 ς Ballynagard Lighthouse (c) listoflights.org 
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FOYLE ALLUVIAL PLAIN ς Key to significant heritage assets 

 

Historic landscape character areas ςmark up 
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FOYLE ALLUVIAL PLAIN ς Visual Landscape: Spatial Context 

Photography 

 

Figure 108 ς setting of Tamlacht Finlagan church, Ballykelly 

 

Figure 109 ς Broharris Canal/ Ballykelly river 
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Figure 110 ς Ballykelly Forest from the south looking towards Bineven 

 

Figure 111 ς Maydown and Campsie from the east with Lough Foyle in the distance 
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Figure 112 ς typical alluvial plain farm, Lower Campsie 

 

Figure 113 ς Lodge & driveway to Willsborough House, Donnybrewer 
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Figure 114 ς Eglinton from the northeast 

 

Figure 115 ς Maydown & Enagh from the north 
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Figure 116 ς railway and Culmore point at the narrows into the lough 

 

Figure 117 ς WW2 moorings at Lisahally and view to Thornhill & Brooke Hall 
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Figure 118 ς Gransha view to the Foyle Bridge and city to the south 

 

 

 

 

Figure 119 ς 5ŜǊǊȅ /ƛǘȅ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ tƭŀƴ нлммΤ ǊŜŘ ƘŀǘŎƘ ŘŜƴƻǘŜǎ άŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎŜƴƛŎ ǾŀƭǳŜέΤ ōƭǳŜ ƘŀǘŎƘ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜǎ 
άŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀƳŜƴƛǘȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜέ 
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FOYLE ALLUVIAL PLAIN ς Visual Landscape: Painting Maps & Images 

 

 

Figure 120 ς Lough Foyle baseline; source ς Trig Point Ireland 

 

 

 

 

Figure 121 ς Walworth; Henry Brocas c1800 
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Figure 122 ς Siege of Derry 1689 

 

Figure 123 - Sir ThoƳŀǎ tƘƛƭƛǇǎΤ Ϧ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴƴŜǊ Ƙƻǿ ōƻƻƳŜǎ ƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƳŀŘŜέΦ {ƻǳǊŎŜ b[LΦ 
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Figure 124 ς U-boats at Lisahally (c) Imperial War Museum (A 28895) 

 
 

 
Figure 125 ς U-boats at Lisahally (c) Imperial War Museum (A 29241) 
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Figure 126 ς Kilnappy Royal Naval Armament Depot (c) ww2ni.webs.com 

 

Figure 127 ς Aghnaloo airfield tower (c) ww2ni.webs.com 

 

Figure 128ς Aghnaloo airfield dome (c) ww2ni.webs.com 
























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































