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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Heritage Asset Audd one part of tle Foyle Landscape Project, a study and celebration
of the shared heritage of the Foyle basin, from Magilligan to Newtownstewaiford to

Inishowen Head.

The audit is the most significant element of the study providing the substance from which a
numbe of further outputs are to be generated. These include: a directory of easily
accessible resources from which information about heritage can be found; a series of
heritage and tourist routes; pilot conservation projects and a wide range of other heritage

projects connected the Foyle basin.

Most of the information in this document is not new, but for the first time, has been
selected and presented together in a single resource. This resource is organised to reflect
the spatial organisation of the naturédndscape allowing direct comparison of visual and
written media with the physical experience of passing through the Lough Foyle and river
basin. At each section of this metaphorical journey, the various media through which
heritage can be experiencedenlso brought into play, so that the landscape is not simply
represented as a container for objects but is interpreted through the factors which shaped
it, the plants and animals which it supports and the human activities for which it has
provided a stage This layered approach enables a deeper understanding of the landscape
itself and the factors which have shaped objects within the context of their landscape

setting.

The range of such a task is potentially as great as the landscape that is beiaygwand a
strict framework has been established to provide a structure for this study. Inevitably, this
approach must be selective and the heritage features that have been highlighted prompt
new questions and new paths for investigation. Like the tasbenu, the project is
conceived as the start of a longer relationship with the Foyle landscape; one is introduced to

what is on offer, allowing informed choices for further investigation to be made in future.

The aim is to make information about heritagecassible and to direct people to the

resources to find out more.

Like any audit, the aim has been to provide a methodical investigation that will assist in
determining the state of the assets in question; in this case it is the heritage within the area
that is being studied. The notion that heritage is comprised of assets is important, reflecting
that heritage has a value and is to be protected. It also suggests that the heritage, which
determines regional identity as embodied in our shared landscapédsalture, is a tool for
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doing business. This is particularly relevant in terms of cultural tourism where heritage is

the substance without which there would be no product to promote.

The audit has exposed the wealth of assets that are available totbsiregion. It has also
revealed some of the threats to this wealth through inadvertent damage either through
neglect, lack of resources or lack of recognition. It is hoped that the recommendations that
have been made in the study and the follow upidties that it generates will address these

revelations to the profit of the region as a whole.

Executive Summary
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1 INTRODUCTION

1.1 Purpose of Study

The study has been commissioned by the Foyle Civic Trust and is intended to address a

number of gaps in our knowledgabout the historic built and natural environmenthe

study is part of a larger project relating to the landscape of the Foyle as a whole. The
purpose of thiselemenk & G2 dzyRSNIIF 1S Iy FdzZRAG 2F GaAadyArT;
the developmentof an evidence base to inform policy and to promote collaboration and

joint working in the Foyle Valley.

The study has collated information available from several sources and brought it together to
provide an overview of the heritage assets that survivghilst making reference to major
features such as the Derry city watlse emphasis on this project has been to identify
features which, whilst modest in scale, may be significant to local communities and at the
same time have the potential to be strategily important for the development of

community participation and visitor enjoyment in the rural districts of the Foyle Basin.

The format of the study, which is broken down into a number of Landscape Character Areas
6[ /! Qavsz A& RSaA #dajSiBatuizwhiChzngva heRrSidkehtified Bith K NJ
specific context of their landscape setting. This is important as the significance of a site is
often to do with an accumulation of small features or the influence that the heritage feature

may have in te wider landscape. This influence may not only be physical or visual but may

be present in local oral histognd local cultural tradition.

Information about these significant heritage features is critical in promoting their future
protection and informaibn sources have also been identified as significant assets in their

own right.

Many of the physical heritage assets that have been identified in the study are under threat
by lack of financial and technical resources to protect and conserve them. Tladse & lack

of community awareness or reluctance to engage in heritage conservation practices or
involvement in policy making because of a perceived difficulty in obtaining information or

due to sensitivity in exploring the legacy of the past.

The projet is timed to take advantage adn evolvingpolitical and sociallandscape to
develop a reference point that will be of use in the development of future policy in the

region with the Foyland its shared heritagat its centre and will also increase thepeaity
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of the people of the Foyle Valley to participate in the Derry~Londonderry City of Culture
2013.

1.2 Objectivesof the Audit

The following is a summary of the project brief.

The brief called for the audit to provide an overview of information that isremnily
available from many different sources. The collation of information relating to the region in
a single documentary source is to provide directions for those seeking to find out more;
assist in making information more accessible and facilitate aoateld policy making in

relation to the Foyle Valley landscape.

From the outset the audit material was also intended to form the basis for the production of
a directory or other appropriate means of information dissemination and visitor trail map
which isunderstandable and accessible to a wide range of users includingiandrs, rural
dwellers, heritage intexst groups and public agencies. The recommendation section of the
document suggests ways in which this might be achieved as well as providing othe
suggestions which have arisen in the course of the study suggested by the nature of the

material itself or as a result of the public consultation process.

The scope of the audis required toinclude significanbuilt, natural and cultural heritage

assés that contribute to the landscape character of the study area.

The audit islinked to the Northern Ireland Environment Agency landscape character
structure and alsoproposes acomparablestructure for the area which is locatéd County
Donegal. Me audit adds to these landscape areas @iing time-depth to our
understanding of the contemporary landscape, not just in relation to sites and monuments

but also the historical context of current land uses which are established in the region.

Thefindings of the study will identify the forces of change that are currently operating in the
landscape and influence the effect of these. It will also be a tool of community engagement,
awareness, outreach and education to build upon for community herigaghts and further
work. It will identify what is at risk and make communities aware of this and therefore make
a major statement of the Foyle Valley as a heritage asset in historical, natural environment,

social and economic terms.
The audit is also ienhded to support:

o Implementation of the European landscape Convention at a local and regional level
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o Improvement of public awareness, appreciation and understanding of the historic
character of areas and places as a key part of local distinctiveness asel aen
identity

o Improvement of public awareness and understanding of the environmental
importance (at a national and global level) of the River, Lough and wetland areas as
another key element of local distinctiveness and sense of identity

o Provision of a robst basis for covering heritage issues in drafting local or regional
development plans

o Consideration of suitable locations for largeale infrastructure projects including
roads, bridges, hydropower plants etc. Highlight inappropriate locations for such
developments and emphasise relevant ecological considerations

0 Assessments of interactions between heritage, wildlife and landscape features in
Environmental Assessments of major developments

0 Targeting of landscape management initiatives, -agiironment sbemes, rural
regeneration, farm diversification and woodland expansion

0 Assisting development of design guidelines for a wide range of developments from
expansion of settlements and oswdf rural housing to windfarms, with the focus on
environmental sustaiability

o Input to heritage strategies, local action plans and tourism strategies
o Preparation of conservation and management plans for various designations

o Historical, environmental and archaeological research into changing landscape at
local and regionaklvel

1.3 Project Team

A multidisciplinary team, led by Duncan McLaren of Dedalus Architecture, has been
appointed to undertake this audit project. The project team comprisieel following

companies and individuals:

DEDALUS ARCHITECTWRE Grade 1 accreditk conservation practice, established by
Duncan McLaren in 2001. The practice is based in County Donegal and provides
architectural and consultancy services throughout Irelanth addition to general
architectural services, the office specialises in waikh existing and historic buildings,
including conservation, repair and adaptive reuse. Consultancy services include research,

writing for publication and policy development.
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5dzy Oty aO[ I NBYy Plartasion Arduitekt@ré\hn® Fandscape in Dernd a

5 2 y S dnle bf& series of three booklets published jointly by the Donegal County Museum
and Derry City Council Heritage & Museum Service to commemorate tHeatBversary

of the Plantation of Ulster. Included in a wide ranging portfolio of coradEm projects,
Duncan has also been involved in the study and repair of a number ofMatheval

ecclesiastical and military structures.

Duncan has been on the panel of conservation advisors to the Heritage Council since 2002
and has lived and worked BWJI 221 Ay 3 [ 2dzZaAK C2&fS F2NJ Y2NB

this project is to act as project manager and editor.

JOHN CRONIN & ASSOCIAd&gde planning, archaeological, conservation and heritage
services to government agencies, local authoritigé/ate developers and the third sector.
John Cronin, the Managing Director, has over eighteen years professional experience in both
the public and private sectors. John Cronin & Associates has a reputation among its clients
for the delivery of innovative,pragmatic and sustainable solutions in the areas of
archaeology, urban and building conservation and heritage management. In addition to its
core staff and expertise, the firm draws on a nationwide set of offices and highly respected

specialists in the &as of archaeology, architecture, ecology and industrial heritage.

RALPH SHEPPARDa former lecturer in ecology at Bristol Polytechnic and an ecological
consultant for more than 30 years. His work has included ecological reports on several
pipeline,road and powerline projects, and for more than 20 proposed windfarms. Recent
work has also included the selection for Coillte Teoranta of 170 areas to be managed for
biodiversity. Ralph is author of, what was between 1994 and 2005, the standard reference
on Irish wetland birds and bird sites NB f  YRQ& 2 SadGftlyR 2SFfaKY
lakes coasts, rivers, bogs and turloughs of Ireland. 1993. Irish Wildbird Consgraadcy
has established a database of 50,000 Donegal wildlife recordstpuODfrom this has
included a website mapping the distributions of almost 400 moth species in Donegal, with
photos of eachwww.skylark.ie/donegalmoths Ralph is also a membef the Designhated
Areas Appeals Advisory Board and the sgcaenty recorder for Vice County 35 (west

Donegal) for the Botanical Society of the British Isles.
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FORESTBIRD DESI&alLandscape Architectural practice complementing the team in an
advisory roleon visual and landscape character analysis. The firm is led by Mike Waldvogel,
who has 18 years experience in masterplanning, public realm design, and environmental
impact reports. His expertise has been gathered from working in well respected landscape

architectural firms in California, Denmark and County Cork.

From a largescale landscape and visual analysis perspective, Mike has played a key advisory
role in the Tara Skryne LCA, the Cork South Docks LAP, and large tracts of Coillte woodland.
For a mmber of years Mike has collaborated with John Cronin on heritage projects and
village enhancement plans under the Rural Development Programme. These assessments
have fostered an understanding of the opportunities, needs and constraints facing rural

communities.

Collaboration
In collaboration with one another, Dedalus Architecture and John Cronin & Associates have
undertaken several survey projects in County Donegal on behalf of Donegal County Council;
these include:

- An Assessment of the Settings of HistoBuildings & Associated Structures &

Traditional Landscape Character in Co. Donegal;

- Survey of Clachans, Co. Donegal;

- Survey of Mills & Mill Sites;

- Survey of Booley Huts & Sites.

1.4 Study Area

The overall study area is referred to throughout the documexs the Foyle Basin This
description, which implies the entire catchment area of the Foyle, is not strictly correct.
Whilst the study could be extended to the entire basin, the term is used in this case to refer
to the overall study area to avoid confas with other terms such as the Foyle Valley which

is a separate Landscape Character Area in its own right.

The geographic focus of this project is the Foyle corridor from the mouth of Lough Foyle in
the north, along the river Foyle through Detry Lifford, along the river Mourne and lower

part of the river Strule and finishing south of Strabane at Newtownstewart where the valley
mouth closes at Bessy Bell and Mary Grey Mountains. These are the rural areas of the Derry
City Councjl Strabane District Qocil, Limavady District Councdnd Donegal County

Council.
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1.5 Divisions

The project methodology has been informed by the European Landscape Conveiitien.
European Landscape Conventioalso known as th&lorence Conventionwas initiated by
the Comress of Regional and Local Authorities of the Council of Europe. The Convention is
aimed at: the protection, management and planning of all landscapes and raising awareness

of the value of a living landscape.

Landscapes continue beyond political or adistrative boundaries and a collective
approach is needed to manage resources over a geographical region. In common with many
other partsof Europe, policy within thistudy area needs to consider several administrative
regions, which in this area areunlocal authority administrative areas and an international

boundary

In order to develop this landscape based approach in a coherent way, the Northern Ireland
Environment Agency (NIEAJas completed a map in whithe entire province of Northern
Irelandhas been systematically divided up into 130 distinct character areas. The study uses
the extent and naming of these areas as chapters in the documargimilar exercise has

yet to be completed in County Donegal and preliminary areas have jpegosedfor the

purposes of providing chapter headings for the Donegal area of the study.

It was an ambition of the brief to consider breaking these areas down further into smaller
more manageable areas with distinctive chaexistics. We have considerean initial
subdivision in relation to each landscape area, however in presenting this document we
have deliberatelyetained theLCA framework provided in order to avoid making too many
subdivisions which would risk losing sight of the whole. The LCA areasbeobtdken
down further in the course of future work; where the requirement to retain an overview

may be less important.

Whilst the predetermined LCA areas have been retained as a framework for the study, in
many places we have stepped outside the boureliin order to better understanthe
historicsettlement within an area. In the city of Derry~Londonderry itself an additional area
has been created which, due to the density of information, whilst not as detailed the
outlying rural areas is designed taghlight the influences of the city in the landscape

beyond.
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Key

Magilligan Lowlands
. Foyle Alluvial Plain
Bumgibbagh & Drumahoe
Foyle Valley
. Derry Slopes
City
St Johnston - Lifford
Carrigans - St. Johnston
9. Quigley's Point - Burnfoot
10. Inishowen head - Quigley's Point
Landscape Character Area Boundary
Urban Area

Figurel: NIEA identified LCAs within the study areagMagilligan Lowlands; 2, Foyle Alluvial Plain; &

Derry Slopes; 4 Burngibbagh & Drurahoe; 5¢ Foyle Valley LCA areaglentified for this study: 6¢ Cityand

Donegal areas? ¢ StJohnston~ Lifford; 8¢ Carrigans- StJohnston 9¢v dzA 3f Se@ Qa t 2Aq/ 4 9 . dz2Ny F22 (-
InishowenHead ~ Quigleys Point
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2 AUDIT METHODOLOGY

As with any audit proes the findings represent the availability of information at a specific
moment in time as well as the concerns of the individuals conducting the review. Whilst no
bias is intended, it is inevitable that assets will have been overlooked or their value not
recognised. The impact of this on the study has been moderated by the inputs from the
membership of The Foyle Civic Trust steering Group who have directed the study and
through a process of public consultation. Further responses are likely from uséne of
document or through additions where more information becomes available in future.
Proposals within the recommendations section of the document are intended to ensure that
the audit continues to be relevant. An important concern is that elements efntlaterial

are made available in digital form so that they may be supplemented in future to address
perceived shortfalls and to accommodate new concerns and subject areas and continuing

input from users of the document and members of the public.

Definition of Landscape Character Areas in County Donegal

Unlike the Northern Ireland Section of the Study, there were no previously defined
Landscape Character Areas and new areas were defined specifically for the study based on a

visual assessment.

Given the larg geographic size of a Landscape Character Area, there is no prescribed

standard for this particular type of visual assessment.

Landscape character areas have been defined by a number of facitwsse include
historical use, development of the land atkle resultant built environment, as well as
natural assets (topography, geology, drainage, climate and vegetatiore visual
assessment is based on the cumulative appearance of these fadd@sause the visual
landscape extends beyond the LCA bouiea the analysis of the Donegal areas also

included review from the uplands as well as the eastern side of the Foyle basin.

In the greater context, patterns of use become evident as the varying types of human
development are often linked with the naturabmposition. For example, the landscape
evolves as a result of physical access, the need for wind protection, the supply of water,
access to the Lough or the natural distribution of land fertili§uch findings assist in

defining the LCA boundaries.
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The methodology is based on the standards set forth by the Environmental Protection
Agency and supplemented by best practice standards from specialist bodies in both Ireland
and the UK.

Visual Assessment was carried out primarily from public roads, nostialetures identified
in these documents and access points along the lough and river. From these receptors, a
landscape quality could tdetermined which included landscape sensitivity, value, resource

and ability to absorb different types of change.

Rderence Documents

Environmental Protection AgencyGuidelines on the Information to be Contained in

Environmental Impact Statementg012

Department of the Arts, Heritage, and the GaeltacN&tional Landscape Strategy for
Ireland 2011

Irish Landscape Itisite, Discussion Papers on Landscape Assess@@BiE2012

The Heritage Councllandscape Character Assessment in Irel2886 and notes oHlistoric

Landscape Characterisatia2011

The Countryside Agency and Scottish Natural Herithgadscape Charter Assessment
Guidance for England and Scotla@@02

English Heritagdsing Historic Landscape Characterisatid04

2.1 Identification of Sources

From the outset we have chosen to focus on sources of information that are easily available,
particularlydigital references that are increasing almost daily. These resources are already
available to anyone with a personal computer @mariphone. Highlighting the principal
digital information resources relating to the heritage assets of the Foyle Basifunthkr

increase their accessibility.

We have also made reference the major authoritative texts and archive resources relating to
specific heritage assets which can be referred to by those seeking additional information.

We have edited the potential lisaf publications considerably to draw attention to those
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sources which we have found to be particularly relevant. Undoubtedly this resource may be

reviewed as new studies become available or others gain in popularity in the future.

As is the convention, wédiave provided sources or copyright information relating to
materials that we have used in this document. References are for primary source
documents wherever possible; references from secondary source documents refer to the
primary material where this & been given otherwise the secondary source has been
provided. In addition to giving credit to the origiors of intellectual materiathese
references should allow those interested to more easily investigate a subject further. Maps
are reproduced in amrdance with OSI & OSNI copyright licences. It is noted consents may
need to be sought for use of any Party materials for publication or use in a public website

or other public circulation outside the context of this initial audit document.

2.2 Pilot Study Area

In order to determine what information is available and how the information gathered by
the project might be represented, our first task was to carry out a pilot study relating to a
single relatively manageable area. Magilligan Lowlands was edlastit represented both

the start and the finish of the Foyle as well as being a relatively manageable size generating

relatively smaller amounts of data.

2.3 Selection & Organisation of Data

The investigation of each area has been undertaken by lookingeaview point of each
[ FYR&OFLIS / KIFENIOGSNI ! NBF (GKNRdJZAK  aASNARSa 27F a

These views include existing physical landscape characteristics; historical change; historical
cultural divisions, natural, cultural and built landscaped have been recorded in a variety

of means in written and visual forms

None of these filters on its own can give a full understanding of the nature of the area or the
extent and value of its heritage; but the accumulation of these is able to generater&@a mo

complete understanding.

A number of specific categories were developed once the material available for the
Magilligan Lowlands area had been established. These were reviewed and then applied

methodically to sites throughout the entire study area.

The ategories that we have developed were initially based on recommendation of Dr

Patrick J. Duffy froniExploring the History and Heritage of Irish Landscapesr Courts
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Press (2007). These have been developed to suit the specific requirements of thi brief

bring together information from the readily available resources as follows:

(0]

Landscape Character Areathis is the area established by the Northern Ireland
Environment Agency (NIEA) and includes a map and written description taken
directly from NIEA dagnentation. In the case of LCA areas in County Donegal as
similar authorative study has yet to be carried out and descriptions have been
developed specifically for this document which are supplemented from a variety of
sources including the Ordnance Surveemoirs Whilst the limits of the study are
based on LCA extents; certaglements of the significant assets identified are
located outside these and have been included as they are relevant to historic
landscape usage.

Historic Landscape Character this is our observation based on an overview of
documentation accumulated within the study and the factors which have shaped
the lardscape of the area in the past.

Historical natural landscapes; geology this includes written description taken
directly fromNIEA documentation and examplesg#ological magsources In the
absence of similasummaryinformation for the Donegal areaeference has been
made to a variety of published sources including memoirs of the Geological Survey
of Ireland.

Historical natral landscapes; ecology this includes written description taken
directly from NIEA documentation, mapping of protected sites, information on
significant species and trees and an analysis of the ecology written by ecologist
Ralph Sheppard In the absene of similar information for the Donegal area;
reference has been made to a variety of published sources including the National
Parks & Wildlife Service.

Historical cultural landscape; Barong a map showing the extent of Baronies to
allow comparison withthe LCA area and the potential relationship of areas of
control established in théledievalperiod within the landscape

Historical cultural landscape; Civil Parishesa map showing the extent of Civil
Parishes to allow comparison with the LCA area thedpotential relationship of
areas of control established in tidedievalperiod, within the landscape

Historical cultural landscape; Townlandsa map showing the extent of Townlands,
also largely established in th®edieval period, within the LCA areand the
relationship of these with the landscape. This relationship is further examined by a
review of the townland names.

Historical cultural & built landscape; historical survivala review of details from a
selection of the most important historicalaps and a consideration of the survival
of significant features within the landscape today
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0 Administration ¢ Poor Law Union, Dispensary Districts & District Electoral Divigions
a map showing 19 & 20" century administrative divisions to explain the
digtribution of institutional buildings

o Historical cultural & built landscape; landed estates historical mapping and
documentation showing the ¢ant and influence of the significant landed estates in
the landscape

o Historical built landscape; Urban Settlement historical mapping and
documentation showing the development of urban landscapes

o Historical built landscape; significant sitesthis isa list of the built heritage assets
including archaeology which have been identified in the stuidyNorthern Ireland,
the majority of these are collated from separate NIEA databases with a limited
number of additional sites identified through the cofitstion process.In the
Republic of Ireland, information has been collated from Biges & Monuments
database and the Record of Protected Structurehe National Inventory of
Architectural Heritage for County Donegal is expected to be published in 8013
the meantime, a much larger number of sites in this area have been idenitified
personal knowledge of the authors and through consultation.

0 Map & Key to significant heritage assetamap showing the distribution and type of
the significant assetsléntified in the study

0 Visual Landscape: Spatial ContextPhotography & digital imagery describing the
landscape shape and enclosure

o0 Visual Landscape: Painting Maps & Imagesistorical and recent visual imagery
used to describe the landscapéthin the study area.

0 Written Landscape: prose, poem & songverbal descriptions of the landscape
within the study area.

0o Review of findings & recommendationg a review specific to the individual
Landscap&haracterArea.

It was clear, even prior to commencingdliprocess that it would not be possible to collate
and analyseall of the available information in the study area and therefdarevould be
necessaryo be selective. As we have already stated, whilst we havefitedgreatly from
the inputs from the Byle Civic Trust steering committee and responses from public
consultation, we must take responsibility for the selections that have been made. The
benefit of the process adopted is that it is methodical and allows further development
through the futureaddition of information to existing categoried the addition of new

categories
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2.4 Asset Data Sheets

A large proportion of readers are unlikely to be familiar with the significant built heritage
assets that are identified through the above process. Seim@ographs are included to
show the nature of the sites in relation to their setting. Further information is also provided
in the form of asset data sheets for the most significant sites. As well as providing
information about the location and descriph of the site some analysis is included of its

condition, its setting and potential as a resource for tourism.

These sheets are included in an appendix at the end of the document and are designed that
additional sheets or information can be added oviere. The design of the sheets and the
inclusion of map coordinates allowsr the future use ofthe information to be made
available online using Geographic Information System (GIS) mapping which allows sites to be

selected on a map and the data shedbimation to be accessed.

2.5 Consultation & Establishment ofighificance

I NBOddINNAYy3I GKSYS Ay lyeé RA&AOdzAaaAz2y I 0 2dzi
initial response to this has been to determine what the heritage assets are and then to
consider their importance. In doing so it is clear that sites may be significant due to their
rarity or their size. We have also found that features that are not necessarily important
when considered in isolation become very important when seen as paat goup or a

wider network.

Significance also varies in relation to different communities and individuals; hence the

importance of the consultations undertaken in the report.

The appendix includes reference to those who have been constdtegurposes ofthis
study. Not all of these have responded to our initial contacts; others who have may wish to
make further input into the future. In some cases we have started but not finished
conversations due to the time constraints of the project. We are veppho follow these
up in the future and would envisage that further response is likely follow completion of the

document.

2.6 PublicPresentation

A public presentation of the findings of this study will be made to raise awareness of its
existence and its usi relation to the other objectives of the Foyle Landscape Project as

whole.
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We would envisage that the information resource will be developed furthénerfuture as

feedback is receed.
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3 HERITAGE ASSETSGNIFICANT THEMES

A number of significant #mes have been identified that are common throughout several of
the individual landscape areas. In order to reduce the amount of repetition between
descriptions of each landscape area, a brief synopsis has been prepared in relation to each
of the identified themes and their impact on the landscape. We have had to make some
generalisation for the purposes of illustration; this section of document is intended to

provide a useful overview that will assist readers

The following are the principal themes idéied:

o

The natural state; Geology &Habitats
Prehistory

Medieval Early Church

Settlement patterng; Parishes & Townlands
Viking Raids

LaterMedievalPeriodg Irish Lordships

5 2 O ¢ MilitadyXCampaign

Plantation, Rebellion & Suppression

The Jacobite War& the Siege of Derry

O O O O o o o o o

The Development of Towns
¢ KS aSa iChuich & Diskebters
o [FYRf2NRA YR ! ANAOdzZ GdzNIF f GLYLINRO@SYSy ¢

o

o Napoleonic Defences

0 AdministrativeSructures &Reforms:Institutions

o Famine & Emigration

o Industry: raw materials to finishegroducts ¢ fishing, agriculture, milling, linen,
shirt making

o0 Transport: railways, roads & canals

o 20" Gentury Development

0 Lough Foyle & World War 2

0 ¢KS G¢NRdzof Sace

0 TheFuture: Rebuilding; Roddevelopment &Infrastrucure; ClimateChangeand

Opportunity
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3.1 The Natural Stateg Geology & tbitats

Overviewof the Natural Statewritten by Ralph Sheppard

Overview

There is huge diversity in the features of interest on the Northern Ireland side of the Foyle
Basin. From the cliffs of Binevenagh, with its Arctiagfdplant community, to the ancient

oak woodlands of the Mourne, Strule and Owenkillew valleys, and from the Atlantic coast
and sand dunes of Magilligan, through the vast mud expanses of Lough Foyle, to the
sparkling upland waters of the Owenkillew Rivedn the west bank, in County Donegal,
there is the same contrast from the towering sea cliffs at Inishowen head to the huge

reedbeds near St. Johnston or the winter flooding along the River Finn at Castlefinn.

Much of these important sermatural* habitat types are under the protection of various
conservation designationsThe national designations (Area of Special Scientific Interest in
Northern Ireland, and Natural Heritage Area in the Republic) undéngifcuropean Special
Area of Conservation (Habita Directive) and Special Protection Area (Birds Directive)
designations, so European sites will almost always have the national designation as well.
The international Ramsar designation for wetlands and wetland bird species is independent,

but usually oerlaps with SPAs.

Areas of Local Conservation Interest and NGO reserves may not hold anything of sufficient
importance to justify a national or European designation, but they are stepping stones of
species (and gene) flow, helping to maintain the vigbibf much of the background
biodiversity in the bigger sites. They are also, of course, reservoirs of biodiversity in their
own right. The Woodland Trust manages Prehen Wood. The Ulster Wildlife Trust manages
the Umbra, part of the great Magilliganrgh dune complex, and for a time managed the
Strabane Glen ASSI, noted for its Red Squirrels. Theiogmémudflats on Lough Foyle are a
reserve of The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB).

! As all habitats have at some time in their history been interfered with and modified by human
activity, they are usually referred to as sendtural, rather than naturat even when evidence of

human interference is hard to detect.
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Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty are larger, endituted areas of natural interest. And
although these, and the small County Parks, have more of a recreational focus, both help to

protect the seminatural habitats which underpinned their selection in the first place.

In the Republic, similar mechanis exist to give protection to lesser sites, but they are less
frequently invokedg and not at all in our area. Likewise, NGOs, like BirdWatch Ireland, do
acquire and manage nature reserves, but their more limited resources compared with the

RSPB have hget stretched to the Foyle Basin.

However, the qualifying standards which justify all these designations often allow important
features to slip through the net. The intensive agricultural flat lands of the Foyle Alluvial
Plain should be at least partiesignated as an SPA, but are not. The same applies to the
similar habitat at Grange, in the Foylley and the lower valley of the Swilly Burn in Co.
Donegal. All these areas are of importance siwans and geese, and to some other
waterfowl species- all of them very vulnerable to human pressures, and unlikely to persist

without some measure of consideration by the farming community and the general public.

These concerns are not ptcking. Planning tends to pay due heed to official designations

only. So while Grange has been saved from destruction by the proposed new A5 route, it is
probably only the deflection caused by the need to avoid the much smaller, but ASSI
RSaAA3IYIGSR alOYSlIyQa az2aax GKFIG KIFa al gSR Al o

Of even greater importance is theeed to maintain biodiversity in the general countryside,
between the relatively small and isolated conservation sites. These will undoubtedly
continue to lose many previously widespread species as their populations become
increasingly fragmented by deve@iments. Fragmentation and degradation of the
countryside is increasingldhe time through urban sprawhgricultural intensification, new
road and power line routes, and more recently through wiadn constructiong done,
ironically, in the name of emonmental conservation. Winthrms, although outside our
area, hover over it, and are having an increasing impact on the biodiversity of the Foyle
watershed. There is a serious debate needed about the needs of the planet, in this case the
need to reduceglobal warming through the burning of fossil fuels, and the need for all
regions of the planet to protect their own local environments. The Foyle catchment, like

anywhere else, is greatly in need of an caeching policy which puts environmental
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consenation at the heart of its planning and development. But in doing so, it will have to
resolve these conflicts between local and global needs. Ultimately the two goals should not
be in conflict, and if they are, it is indicative of a poorly thougtit strategy for reducing the
YySALGAGS AYLI OG 2F KdzYly OAGAfA&ALFGAZ2¥E 2V

including us.

While the imperative of saving the planet needs to underpin everything we do, it should not
take away from the enjoyment to blead from experiencing the natural world in our own
local area. Indeed, it can be argued that the first step in bringing global and local needs into
line, is to experience the beauty and wonder of the natural world, particularly in areas
where it is stillfunctioning as it should, our native habitats, and the sites dedicated to

conserving them.

3.2 ThePrehistoiic Period

The earliest settlers

The earliest signs of human activity in Ireland agpe date from the Early Mesolithic (or
Early Stone Age) peripdome 9000 years ag¢7000¢ 5500 B6). Indeed, one of the most
notable recorded early Mesolithic settlement sit@sirelandis located in Co. Derry 8ount

Sande] situated south of Coleraine on a bluff overlooking the valley of the River Bann.

Mesolithic people were Stone Age hunters, fishers and gatherers, living on the coastline and
along rivers, buwith no knowledge of farmingThey used flint and other stones to
manufacture sharp tools (Anderson 1993-85and their settlements can now be identdie

by locating scatters of discarded stone tools, and the debris from their manufacture, in
ploughed fields. No sites of Mesolithic date have so far been discovered in the identified
Foyle Valley LCAs study area however this does not negate the postibailityuch sites

exist at a sutsurface levelln this period huntegatherers are thought to have been utilising

the resources of both the coastal zone and the rivers and lakes. As such, it is likéhethat
areas of the lough and river Foylever Faugan and river Deele and their surroundings
acted as an important marine resource and means of transportation through the terrain

during this period

2Z¢KS Fyy2aGFGAa2y ./ NBFTS MEno BbmB{AR) b thé Ghiisliaa GatendérKof vihichithie presen ¥ 2 NB
year is 2012 AD. For example, a date of 4000BC means 4000 years before the birth afr@bfi&tyears ago.
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The first farmers

There was a decisive change in the economy of prehistoric Ireland shortly after 4060 BC
change which traditionally has been considered one of the characteristic features of the
Neolithic period. The Neolithic (or New Stone Age) period represents the arrival and
establishment of agriculture as the princlidarm of economic subsistenc@®wer successive
generations, farmers either moved slowly across Europe or had influenced local -hunter
gathering populations to adopt the new economy (Mallory and McNeill 1991, 29)c. By
4500 BC farming communities existed along the Atlantic coast of Euaope soon
afterwards they began to appear in Britain and Irelaibid(). The nature of the agricultural
economy would have allowed for the new farmers to live in permanent settlements all year
long (in marked contrast to the nomadic lives of the hurdatherers)who preferred
sheltered places near quality water sourcés. a consequence of the new way of life, new
site-types begin to appear in the archaeological record during this period. These include
substantial Neolithic, permanent settlement housges such as those recorded within the
5SNNE {f2LISa& | yR C2&Thdnhill Cavdi@ugh Enaghntl Uppef [ / ! Q&
Campsey townlands. This region of Ireland is notable for the exceptionally high
concentration of recorded Neolithic settlements argllikely to have direct association to
the landscape within the Foyle Valley, principally the proximity to fertile alluvial plains and
access to water sources. Peg field systems are also characteristic of the beginnings of
land divisions during this p@d, for which there is evidence &ortmellantownland in the

Burngibbagh and Drumahoe LCA.
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Figure2: Upper Campsey: Neolithic houses found during course of works on A2 Dualling Scheme

Death and burial

A chaacteristic of Neolithic farming communities on the Atlantic margins of Europe was the
practice of burial in communal tombs. The principal component of these tombs is a burial
chamber constructed usually of large unhewn stones (megaliths) and covereshoyral of
earth or stones.The dead, inhumed or cremated, were placed in the chamber, often
accompanied by grave goods such as pottery vessels and flint arrowheddsland four
main types of megalithic tomb have been identified: cetarnbs, portaltombs, passage
tombs and wedgdombs. The first three types are earlier in date @@&00 BC) whilst the
wedge tombs are latest in the series 2000BCg 1000BC). All but the passage tomb type
are represented within theoyle Valley LCA in exceptionally larqqumbers this dense

concentration being a notable area for the distribution of same within Ireland overall.
The arrival of metal

Metalworking arrived in the region about 4000 years ago and the change associated with

this development is reflected in a me from large communal tombs to individual burials in

small pits or stone cists. A characteristic of the earlier Bronze Age in Ireland is the
SYSNESYOS 2F I RAAUGAYOUADS o0dzNRAIFf Odzad2Yz 27F0S
1990; Waddell 1991vhich was part of a wider European milieu. In the initial stages of this

tradition both inhumation and cremation were practised. Burial in cairns (stone mounds),

barrows and tumuli (earthen mounds) or cists (Hitkee and slakbuilt burial compartments)

was fairly common. There is a recorded cairn with cist locate®allymagroartyin the
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Derry Slopes LCA further indicating the human settlement of the region during this period.
The results from excavations suggest a long tradition for these classes ofmannhtanging

in date from the Neolithic to Early Bronze Age times.
A sacred landscape

As the Bronze Age progressed.3000-1500BC) other stone built monuments were
constructed and are numerous in the northern region such as stone circles, stone rows,
boulder burials and standing stones. Single upright stones are a common feature of the Irish
countryside and are known by various nameélian dallanleacht €t 2y 3 a2y S SG0d0
1989, 2289). They are not all necessarily of one period or servinganee purpose. Some
have been shown to mark prehistoric burials while others may have had a commemorative
or ritual function, or served as boundary markers or position posts along ancient routeways
(Buckley & Sweetman 1991, 73). The vast majority of gtgnstones have their long axis
north-east/southwest, which suggests a close affinity with stone rows and pairs, which
share the same orientation pattern. There are many examples of standing stones located
throughout the identified LCAs, most notably trettAvishin Burngibbagh and Drumahoe
LCAand Ardmore in Quigleys Point ~ Burnfoot L@Arcles of stones built for ritualistic or
ceremonial purposes form a distinctive group in the megalithic tradition that spread over
much of Britain and Ireland in lealNeolithic/Early Bronze Age times for which there are also

dense concentrations in the northern region of Ireland.

In comparison with the Bronze Age, the evidence for the Iron Age activity in Ireland is

somewhat more scant. The later first millennium &%l the early centuries AD are amongst

the most obscure in Irish prehistoric archaeology (Waddell 1998, 279). There is general
agreement that the development of an iron technology was a significant factor in the

eventual demise of bronze working on a largcale, but how, why and when this came

about in Ireland is far from cleaib{dd0 @ 2 I RRStt &adlF iSa GKIFIG WR2YS
remain virtually unknown and our understanding of settlement, economy and social

structure in the period from 600 BC to tfel NI @ OSy ddzZNAS& !'5 A& YSI 3N
(1998, 319). The Foyle Alluvial Plain LCA is home to the site of an extraordinary hoard of gold

artefacts that date to the early Iron Age known as Bmighter Hoard Now housed in the

National Museum of Irelath (Dublin) perhaps one of the most interesting finds of the

collection is a miniature boat, with oars and fine detail which is possibly an indication of the

regard and importance that the Foyle held in the minds of the prehistoric peoples of the

region ina sacred, territorial, social, economic, transportation and political/power sense.
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Figure3: Broighter Hoard: Full collection
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3.3 Medieval Early Church

EarlyMedievalSettlement: AD40Q169

The earlymedievalperiod was a time of profound internal social and economic change in
Ireland. The dominant site types associated with this period include ringforts, souterrain
and enclosures. (Generally enclosures are likely to be ringforts but insufficient evidence
survives to classify them as such without recourse to archaeological excav&iogjorts

are undoubtedly the most widespread and characteristic archaeologealdl rhonument in

the Irish countryside. They are usually known by the nara#fsor lios, forming some of the

most common plac@mame elements in the countryside. The ringfort is basically a circular or
roughly circular area enclosed by an earthen bank &mnof material thrown up from a
concentric fosse (or ditch) on its outside. Archaeological excavation has shown that the
majority of ringforts were enclosed farmsteads, built in the eanlydievalperiod (AD 50

1169). Though not forts in the military ris&e, the earthworks acted as a defence against
natural predators like wolves, as well as against the cattle raids that were a characteristic of
that period. Souterrains (underground chambers) are often found in association with
ringforts. Insome areasdry-stone walls were built to enclose fasteads in place of the
earthen defences of the ringforts. Cashels (Irisfisea) have the same circular or roughly
circular plan as ringforts. The walls can be quite massive, sometimes as much as six metres

thick and up to three metres high.

Within the study area, there is a large volume of recorded ringforts (raths) and enclosure

sites. most notablyat Gortinure and Ballynabweein Burngibbagh and Drumahoe LCA area

Rough Forfust outside the Foyle Alluvial Plai@A inMoneyranneland Boile Rathwithin

the Foyle Alluvial Plain LCAr'he most notable of all the ring forts occur in the County

Denegal section of the study area and include the forGhtbe Moville which although cut

through by a road is important fats setting. The fort at Drung (roughly translates from the

LNAAK & aYSSOhAy3a LI I OSe¢0x y2¢ aSNpSa Fa | 3N
a vantage point above the Lough with views as far as the Antrim daba&s§perrins, Derry

and to Geenan Fort. The latter, which although just outside the study area, overlooks the

entire northwest region across Lough Foyle to the north, the Foyle valley to the south and to

Lough Swilly and the Donegal mountains to the west.
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Church influence

The eany medievalperiod in Ireland saw the introduction and establishment of Christianity.

The process of conversion of the native population would not have been rapid and
spectacular but rather one of steady infiltration (O Croinin 1994, 131). Over and alm®ve th

change in religious outlook that conversion would have meant for the individual, the
establishment of the Irish Church was to have profound implications for political, social and

economic life, in no small part due to the introduction of writing into twaintry. In Ireland

GKSNB 61 a TNRY y26 2y WAy SEAaGSyOS 'y 2NHIyAA
O2y il Otasx 062G4K Ay ARSFa FyYR G4KNRBdzAK AYRAJARdZ
(Mallory and McNeill 1991, 181). The introduction anstablishment of Christianity is

attested to in the archaeological record by the presence of church sites, associated places

for Christian burial and holy wellslonastic settlements were essentially agrarian in nature,

but also were centres for learning @rcommunity outside the familial setting of secular
communities. These monasteries had a far reaching influence as can be seen through the

influence of leaders such as Saint Patrick and Saint Columbocille.

There are a number oimportant recorded ecclesidigal sites and monasteries located

within the study areaAt Magilligan Lowlands, there is an early ecclesiastical settlement at

Duncruz Yl NJ] SR WI 6 6 S edifioyi ONdap (1898D0)2ssid tai e $unded

by St Patrick. Similarly, @amlagh, there is an early ecclesiastical site (with holy walllti-

LISNA 2R OKdzZNOKSE 3INI gSelNR FyR GKS 3aNI@GS 2F {0 |/
2F {4 tIFONRO1Qa aS@Sy F2dzyRIFdGA2ya Ay [ ALyl OKIlc
adjaent and the parish derives its name from this site (Tamlaghtard/Magillig&niroyle

Alluvial Plain LCA there is an ecclesiastical siEnaghnamed Templetown, Domnach Dola

which includes a church and graveyamd may be the site of the church recordién the

Annals of Ulster as piled by Rortsel Fitton in 1197. It possibly was founded by St. Canice

and was themedievalchurch of Clondermotin addition in this area, there is medieval

church and graveyard at Faughanvale built on the site 8f@ftury monastery.

In the City Environs LCA, there is an ecclesiastical site at Teampull Mempiemore

named Daire Calgaich/Daire Columcille/Dubh Regles. The modern RC church is built on the
site of amedievalparish church, a pr&lorman church and eber monastery. The Annals of
Ulster gives a foundation date of 546 AD for the monastery. It also records the monastery
being attacked by Vikings on various occasions. There are many 12th century references to
the site, including it being burned in 117hdaagain in 1204. It became an Augustinian

monastery in the 13th century and Tempuill Mor was thedievalcathedral, which was
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damaged during the Elizabethan wars. The site is on a promontory in a bend of the River
Foyle. Also in theCity Environsthereis the site of anedievalAugustinian Priorythat can

now not be precisely located. It was used by English settlers during the Plantation until the
cathedral was built in 1633. According to Doherty, the Augustinians moved here in 1254
after the monasteryat Tempuill Mor became a cathedral. AlsoDaminican Friarywas
erected in 1274 "on the N side of the Island" in thedievalsettlement at Derry. Tradition
locates it at thejunction of Fanan Streeaind St. Columbs WellsThe community survived

until 157 when an English garrison held Derry for 2 yeatsUrney Glebein the Foyle

Valley LCA area, there is a recorded ecclesiastical site with possiiN®pren origins

At Lifford the Clonleigh Parish church dates from th& t@ntury; the earlier8™ century
church is located further rto the north, &denmore once an island at the confluence of the
river Foyle and the river DeeleAt Taughboyneat the Carrigans ~ SbhnstonLCAthought

to have been a ' century monastic siteof St Baithin isa 19" century church building

containing elements of 7century, and earlier medieval, fragments.

Small medieval church structures and fragments survivewdlsee in the Donegal study
area:at Eskaheerh y (1 KS v dza 3f S@& Q3 assogiateyd Wit tfé convdaNighoR 2
923K A yby Bt@atrSki fTiere are fragnts of a church, presumed to be associated

with the Norman castlet Templemoyle Greencastleand remains of a medieval altar and

graveyard aKilblaneyA y (G KS LyA&aK2 ¢ SintLCASII R 9 vdzhi 3f S&Qa

Perhaps the most remarkable collection of ecclesiastical fragments exists at the site at
Cooly, Moville, where there is a hole stone modified to form a high cross, an eccelastical
enclosure and graveyard, with several crosscribed slabs, bebive quern stone, and stone

skull house.

As today, the church in Ireland was organised under the bishop of Armagh. By the late
medievalperiod, there had been over 1000 years of Christianity in Ireland and there were a
large number of religious structures the form of churches, monasteries, holy wells and
crosses. Like many other aspectszaklic society, responsibility for parishes and for church
lands was inherited. Monastic practise was held in high regard and several European
monastic institutionsvere established in Ulster during the 1 €entury. These institutions
were sponsored by the Irish feudal chieftains as an outward gesture of their piety, wealth
and status. Significant religious sites often coincided with the houses of the rulingsclasse
and followed the same pattern as settlement and defensive structures. There were a very

large number of churches constructed from tH&&ntury onwards.
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3.4 Settlement Ratterns ¢ Parishes & Townlands

Since prehistoric times the demarcation of territories and the enclosure of farm lands has
been important. The boundaries were as now, often seth®/¢ourse of rivers and streams,
and the edges of mountains and bogs. Ireland is divided into provinces, counties, dioceses,
baronies, parishes and townlands, and the majority of these take the form of much older
territorial boundaries. Townlands are prdtls the oldest unchanged territorial units, dating

to the earlymedievalperiod and potentially even earlier. Much of the territorial boundaries
that exist today were set out after the f2century, when church reform introduced the
diocesan system to Irehd (Byrne 2000, 12). Soon after, the AAglarman influence on
agriculture, which included the enclosure of extensive tracts of farmlands would have
changed the landscape of Ireland, not just in the areas of ANglman influence but in
other areas throgh the spread of new ideas. The further enclosure of land throughout the
late medievaland postmedieval periods meant that townlands had solid boundaries in
stone, sod, fence or often ditch and bank to augment the boundaries formed by river and

streams.

Townlands; of which there are over 62,205 in Irelagd NB Wi KS avYlfttSaid RSy?2
fryR LRaaSaaAiy3ad LISNYIyYySyd o02dzyRIFNASEQ o[ 201S W
than an acre to 1,000 acres in size and averaging at 325 acres (Evansl2p6The

Townland Index of Ireland records 1,307 townlands in County Derry compare838 i

neighbouring Co. Donegaht{p://www.seanruad.com/cgibin/iresrch). Townlands were

important to the British administration in Ireland, as thgrovided small uits of territory in

a very dispersed population, from which taxation could be extracted. The townlands of

Ireland were mapped by the Ordnance Survey between 1825 and 1841, using much local

knowledge to identify the precise boundaries (Fletcher 1999, 135).

Whilst manytownland landscapesiave almost certainly evolvedheir location and their

names are often linked to their setting or familial associations. Other related divisions such
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guarterlands and ballybetaghs were superseded in the course of theadamt but the

townlands were generally adoptedhe name of a townland may refer to the character of

the landscape for exampBrumahoed 5 NdzY y I Kbl YKI 0 W{iBeSneNA RIS 2 7F
6.dzy 1 0KFEYYO WF220G 2F (GKS NI AeNEasat DOWnWIE R | TG SN

Strand (McKay 1999, 2Http://www.logainm.i€). It may be named after a personal or family

name associated with and area for examplellykelly, (Baile Ui Cheallaighh Q / S| f £ | A 3K
0 h QY St rfladdp McK&y21899, 14) @ondermoto / £ ' Yy S5A L NXYIF RF0O WCF YA
5AFNXYFART 5AL NYI htte:Evwh.lodaiSnNi#. T oivhldndsyére ¥ftBrihanded

after a feature on the landscape such as a ringforttaurch that is situated in the area, for
exampleCarricklee6 / I NNJ A 3 f A | Rakhiado WH NiKe TNIROPQ W MINHS NI 0

names are often anglicised or in some cases directly translated into English, for example
Baile an Mhuilinn is often treslated directly aMilltown, while some townlands have been
given new names by their occupiers after the Plantations, sudBriak Kilnor Saltworks

denoting the landuse.

Ecclesiastical settlements had also been established long before the Plantatioth@n

extent of parishes was also adopted after thd"tentury.

Buildings were generally constructed from materials that were readily available. Prior to the
Plantation, when there was greater availability of forest, houses were constructed from
timber on a few courses of stone with earth finished walls and thatched rdegsly forms

of this pattern are visible in ring forts or raths where houses were surrounded by a defensive
wall or hedge topped earth embankmenthich would have allowed animals e secured

at night and also to provide some defence from wild animals.

As natural resources became more exploited and timber more scarce, stone buildings with
thatch roof roofs became the norm. Clusters of houses, often occupied by members of
extendedf YAt &3 KI @S 0O2YS (2 06S (y2¢éy | a wOtl OKI ya
were similar settlements, these groups were known$asm town€Q The Scottish name
describes the nature of the clachan well as its form was closely related to the type of
farming that was practised and also suggests its closely packed buildings, which are often
quite urban in nature.

Many townlands contained a single clachan which also gave the townland its name. Where
the townland did not change significantly in the cearof the Plantation its name can be a

link to the earlier Gaelic period indicating earlier inhabitants or the type of land which had
been settled. Many townlands also contained a single rath or ringfort which is further

evidence of the age and continuity the townland form.
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Farmland in this period was not enclosed except by walls dykes or hedges in close proximity

to the clachan.Kitchen @rdens orgarrai were located next to the houses and main crops

grown in strips in an adjoining shared open fidldf a2 {(y26y Fa GKS WwdzyRI
farming. In the summer months, cattle grazed on open land beyond this field, and in the

winter, were brought in closer to feed on stalks and to manure the soil. In areas where the

soil was relatively poor a much widarea was needed to sustain a family and the size of

townlands can also reflect the fertility of the soil. Where land was poor, or where there was

high ground that was only accessible for grazing in the summer months, cattle were herded

over quite long &tances and tended by theung members athe family. Theyouth stayed

with the cattle living in Booley shelters over the summer months; this practise of herding

FYR ftAGAY3I 6AGK GKS lyAYlFIfa Aa (y2eéy a WiNIya
The importance of cattle herdingrieflected in culture and mythology from this period. The

clachan settlements were closely associated with this culture of transhumance, although the

most numerous of the clachan settlements were in areas of greatest soil fertility. T he fertile

Foyle VHey region has a relatively large number of small townlands and the practice of
transhumance appears not to have been practised to the same degree; although upland
FNBFa 2F . AyYySOSYyl IKAVsNZ GGapdia@ A & 6z8IAB G yBENVERA $NJ
summer grazingSimilar sites also exist on the western side of the Foyle above Eskaheen.

Even though farming practise has changed, clachan settlements are still visible in the Foyle
landscape today and are made visible through field boundaries ofibgitdusters. Clachans

are often now in single farm use and have been redeveloped over time. Often vernacular

house structures survive and have been reused as sheds and many houses, acceptable a
generation or two ago, have now been abandoned leaving tealls to crumble. Whilst

many of these buildings are not architecturally significant in design terms, they can be

centuries old in continual use and relatively unchanged until recenthand are becoming

increasingly rare.
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3.5 Viking Raids

Documentary evidence concerning Viking settlement within the Foyle region is sparse.

There are however, a number of other clues to a more extensive Viking influence in the

Northwest of Ireland through placenames anded#cts of Viking origin found in this region.

The name of DonegdlTown) Dun na n@l ¢ fort of the foreignersg suggest a permanent
Norsepresencethere. ¢ 2 Yt &8 hQ/ Iyl yy &dzZa3Saida G(GKIFG 522yl y
have been a Viking assembly mound©Ol Y| Yy wHnannpZ nn0 YR TFdaNIKS
YIEYS DFEftflF3IKSNI oDFffOK26INDO YIe& YSIy WF2NBAIyY
b2NARS 2F a2dziK 52yS3lt 6hQ/ FYylYyy HAancX npOd !
ninth and tenth centuries havieeen discovered in Inishowen and Derry (Gerriets 1985). This

is complemented by a number of Viking silver bracelets found near Clonmany in east
LYyAaK2eSy YR (GKS W5 fNAFRIFIQ oNR2OK FNRBY [ 2dz=
century (Raftery 1969; Gram-Campbell 1972, 115).

G¢KS yylrfa 2F (KS CddeNdntarysduicédiNEking référendedd S LINRA Y N
17" century rewriting of earlier documents. The text suggests that the Vikings or foreigners

were a cause of conflict over nearly two teres. Contemporary English accounts from the

Nine YearsWar refer to the feudal lords as being of Viking origimich may haveperhaps

beenintended to legitimize the military campaign.

Ringforts were up until the 2Dcentury often inaccurately reeNBR (2 & a5 yA&aK
suggesting that they were constructed as Viking stronghold@$is was an antiquarian

misnomer, which attributed these monuments to the Vikings rather than the native Irish.

The Vikings that invaded Ireland were in fact mostly wégian (Danish Vikings invaded

England) and the Ringforts were very much a native construciemotedin sections 3.3

and 3.4 above, the majority of these structures had limited military strength, were

constructed throughout themedievalperiod in Irelad and were best suited to providing

security at night.
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The Annals of the Four Masters (AFM) and Annals of Ulster (AU) sthygetsie Vikings or
foreigners were a cause of conflict over nearly two centuri€ége Annals of Ulster record
that in 833AD Nila Caille (the King of Tara) and his nephew, Murchad routed the Vikings at
Derry (Lacey 2006, 309)he following passages are an account of Viking activity in Lough

Foyle as recorded in the Annals of the Four Masters.

Annals of the Kingdom of Ireland fraime earliest times to the year 1616 (AFM) Vol.6l
(Third Edition) Introduction by Kenneth Nicholls. Reprint by Eamonn De Burca 1998

G!5 og¥dn O2YLX SGS YdzaGSNJ 2F (GKS y2NIK 61 & YIRS o
the fortress of the foreiggrs, wherever they were in the north, both in GlBetjhan and Dal

Araidhe; and he carried off their cattle and accoutrements, their goods and chattels. The

foreigners of the provence came together at Loch FeabtiaiLodain. After Aedh, King of

Ireland,had learned that this gathering of strangers was on the borders of his country, he

was not negligent in attending to them, for he marched towards them with all his forces; and

a battle was gained over the foreigners, and a slaughter was made of them.hEagis

were collected to one place, in presence of the King; and twelve score heads were reckoned

before him, which was the number slain by him in that battle, besides the number of them

who were wounded and carried off by him in the agonies of deathwdraldied of their

g2dzyRa a2YS GAYS I FTGSNBINRAQ 6! Ca *2fd M3z LI® p

AD 893 We¢ KS LIAf ANRY RS LIMahaSvas plimd@red by tieBorelgneR of! NR
lLochCSoKFAET FyR OdzylalkOK g¢gla GI1Sy o0& G§GKSYQ |
Cwarbhall, oveOsraighe, as far as Gabhran, where Maelnordha, son of Maelmhuaidh, and a

ANBFG ydzYoSNI 2F 20KSNE Ff2y3 gA0K KAY gSNB aftt

AD 91 W! FtSSG 27F T2 NB AtAyshipshat locFeaphailh indehA Qich; 2 F G KA |
and InisEoghanwas plundered by them. Fearghal son of Domhnall, lord of the north, was at

strife with them, so that he slew the crew of one of their ships, broke the ship itself, and

carried off its wealth and goods. Twenty ships more arrived at Cekaghair (Kinaweemi

the barony of Kilmacrennan), in the east ofCTlronaill, under the conduct of Uathmharan,

son of Barith, but they committed no depredation on that occasion (AFM vol. 2;.606

AD 941c W! @AOG2NE 6| Mughal (Stvdrdl Rf Mugh isendLlidéfid) by

Ruaidhri UaCanannan, over the Cieegjhan and the foreigners of LeEkabhail, where
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three hundred of the Cin&loghan and foreigners were slain, together with Maelruanaidh,

a2y 2F CflyyT KSANI LW NByld 2F GKS b2NIKQ 0! Ca

The audit of heritage assets has revealed no known Viking remains within the study area; the
accounts contained in the annals emphasise the strategic importance of the Foyle from a

military perspective
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3.6 LaterMedieval Period ¢ Irish Lordships

During this period, power in Ulster was shared between several Irish chieftains each with

control over a distinct geographic area. The Foyle basin study area includes territories of the

hQ/ I KFEyad Ay (KS C2&taxX !3f (SdedavH K 2tSETH A yh3Q 5. 2NSNFIARO &
LYAaK2sSyT hQ52yyStft Ay 52y S3lLf FYR hQbSAff
and of their allies are reflected in place names and in names of the people from this region,

even today. Within the Mgilligan Lowlands study area for example, MacGilligan were
F3a20AF0SR 6A0GK GKS hQ/IFKIFIyao

Relations between the factions were volatile to say the least and the significant family

members were housed in fortified buildings throughout the regi@amplesinclude
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Duncrun castlesite Ay al 3Aft ALYy [26fFyR& [/ ! Thelargad 2 OA I (1 SR
gl & OSRSR (2 GKS"O{DYWiE B TNEY IKSESNEMa2 T G KS h
Giollagain(MacGilligan) from whom the area has retained it name. A casitkcrannog site

are sited on an artificial island iBnagh Loughdating to the 12 century, built by the

O'Kanes (aka the O'Cathans) and was referenced in the 16th century as an O'Kane
AO0NRPY3IK2Ef R ¢KS aA0S Aa (yz2ey Hyaxow SKAKAY
Environs LCA, NB (62 h Q5 2 KS NI eElaghtdidi & chstleddrobablg dating 2y S I+
to the 14" century which remained a stronghold until 1600 when it was abandoned and

LI NIif @8 RSY2ft AaKSR o6& (ditdn 1608 Buf IdsitKodThiteSds @ S NIl &  NB
then used it as a garrisoh. Y 2 i KSNJ hQ52KSNIié (26SNJ K2dzaS aAi

(p))

walls (at the Tower Museum site) and was knowiThe Magazinglocatedto the southeast

of Magazine St. and southwest of ion Hall Place

Although there is no visible trace of a fortification@astletownin the Foyle Valley LCiAjs

known that Manus O'Donnell built a castle in the 1530's which has traditionally been sought

on the Co. Donegal side of the river. Howevegearch has found that is was possibly built

on the Co. Tyrone side, fitting in well with the townland name. "Port na tri Namad" could

mean theport of the three enemies or the thregvers, possibly the Finn, Mourr& Foyle,

all of which converge nortbf Castletown.h § KSNJ hQ52yyStf FT2NIAFAOI (A2
and Mongalvin. Further north, castles at Inishowen, Greencastle, Redcastle, Whitecastle are
Ffa2 aa20A1GSR 6AGK GKS hQ52KSNIeéaod

The Foyle at this time served as a line of separation betwhenclans although fording

points of the river that were more easily crossed from Dunnalong southwards became areas

2F O2yFEAO00 o0SG6SSYy GUKS hQs52yyStf YR hQbSAff
importance in the Foyle Valley LCA where battlesuoed between the clandndeed one

important crossing point has records of a battle having been fought betweerCereel

Eoghain and the Cenel Connaill in 789 ADBlatly bridgewhich was later to be the site of a

battle of the fords in 1689 during thae€ge of Derry. At Croshballinre&lenknock, Grange

and Moyle Glebethe Annals of Ulster record a battle here in 1472 between Henry O'Neill

and Art O'Donnell. Indeed this area was much disputed duringnilkdievalperiod and

subject to several skirmishes@battles between the two lords and their kinsmen. Similarly,

at Carricklee the annals of the Four Masters record a battle fought here on 1st May 1588

between the Earl of Tyrone and Turlough Luineach O'Neill.

CNl yOA&d W2042yQa YILa GISNK SRIGEKS TWRYSYOEN 21Ty R

means of describing the significant features of the province with a view to understanding
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the territory and extending English control over this part of the island. Initially, the approach
involved the forging DENglish alliances with the Irish chieftains and recognition of their
status by the British monarcltentuallyhoweverthe resistance to the extension of English
Nbz S o6& | daAK hQbSAftf NrieSeaswa I ¥R GKSRYEIR2FRAG
0KS LINR GAYy OS>zt g iy2Mlytrdferiad ol iGhgh0iChis document as the
Gttlyariarazyeo

W260a2yQa YIFILI Aa AYLRNIFIyd a Al akKz2ga (GKS a
watershed; these are the military strongholds, churches, coasttirers and other natural

features which were present immediately prior to the Plantation.

Parts of the map are difficult to read but we can see sites through the study area which are

referred to later in the assessments of each LCA area.
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Figure4: CNJ y OA & MapafJiater Y56
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In 1600, Sir Henry Docwra led an English invasion force directly into the Foyle driving a

wedge between and cutting off the two sides of the river. Docwraldistaed a fortified

oras +a4d GKS AaflyR 2F aiKS 5SNNEBE FyR 3INI Rdzh f f
Foyle and into the territories on either side. A series of maps dating from that period

provide detailed information in relation to the siicant defensible sites on the Foyknd

comment on their original features and alterations madehich allowed Docwra access

RSSLI Ay il2F yiK Sh 5 ySyA Sntbfder to SrdNdbauzan@ndté the war.

These visual records are some of #aliest that are available at a large scale bringing to life

the circumstances of this expedition. According to contemporary accounts, Lough Foyle was
associated with dread and the English forces were effectively surrounded and greatly
outnumbered. AR YOS GAGK GKS hQ52KSNIieda 2F LYAakKz2gSy

into Loughs Swillgnd Foyle was key to the success of the brutal campaign which ensued.

The map below gives an overview of the region and the most significant sites. Fortifications

shown at Culmore Elaghmore Derry, Dunnalong Carrigans Lifford and Strabane

emphasise the importance of these sites, originally as defensive positions of the native Irish,

YR &dzoaSldsSyidfe (2 KS Ay ZdlFIRSNEADPSREKRGYIGPA K 2
In many respects the topography is not strictly accurate however the map is full of
information concerning the location and extent of woodlands and the boggy areas that serve

as resources, hiding places and defensive ditches. The extent tb theiciver and lough is

navigable is also shown and the type of boat needed. Churctigsagtrand{ G . NB&I| y Qa
GAaAAOES odzii I LIJISEFNI G2 0SS dzy NPBhagB Bodglis aléoK S h Q/ | K

shown but seems to have been deliberately showbeiag insignificant in military terms.

More detailed maps relating to individual sites are included in the assessment of individual

landscape character areas later in this document
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3.8 Plantation, Rebellion & Suppression

Followingthe nine years war, a formal plan was establishedtiercolonisation of Ulster to
secure English rule in the provincéhis period also coincided with the accession of James |

to the English and Scottish thrones and thus, for the first tiBréishrule in Ireland.

Ly mMcnanTZX | dzZAK h Qe daflstleft Irejaid tol seeld SiRnikh help Br aM&vy
NEoSttA2yT 'y S@Syd NBFSNNBR (2 la GKS acCfAIKI
left a power vacuum allowing Arthur Chichester, The Lord Deputy of Ireland, to declare the
FyYyRa X hQbSyyStt YR GKSANI T2ttt 26SNR F2NFSAG

As well as preventing the native population from further rebellion, the plantation was
designed to prevent the Spanish gaining a foothold on the island which they could use as a

base from which to attack England.

The Plantation was the lease of the forfeit land by the English crown to settlers in return for
payment and the construction of castles, bawns and the provision of a defensive militia.
¢cK2asS dGF1Ay3 dzlJ GKSAS fSIaSa oSnBseswgrggy I

designed to be profitable in the long term, the responsibilities were considerable and

ax
(@]
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required substantial capital. In order to ensure that the land was fully leased it became
ySO0SaalNE (G2 3ISYSNIGS | aSO2yBNUASANRIFD G| Y RES&
usually with a military background, could be relied on for defence and were appointed in

return for active service during the earlier wars. The Undertakers were to settle their new

estates with Englishmen and Scofdlocation oflands was also made to some of the more

Wdza SFdzf Q yIFrGABS LNARAK Ay NBUGdZNY F2NJ 6§KSANI 022 L

The Counties that were to be planted under the Ulster Plantation were Armagh, Cavan,
Coleraine, Donegal, Fermanagh and Tyrone; these werdatsteareas of Ireland to be

settled in this way.

The uptake of the plantation was initially slow and, in order to ensure its success, private
investment was also sought and the City of London was approached as an Undertaker in the
project. A new countyCounty Londonderry, was created taking in all of County Coleraine,
and parts of Antrim, Donegal and Tyrone to be settled by a consortium of twelve of the City
of London Companies whose interests in Ireland would be managétidy{onourable The

Irish Sociy. The lands of the County of Londonderry were divided into twelve, drawn in
lots, a deliberate echoing of the biblical story in which the twelve tribes of Israel shared out
the Promised Land. The county was be secured by two walled citadels at it westdr
eastern extremitiex; Derry, formerly part of County Donegal, which was to be renamed as
Londonderry; and Coleraine. Both towns were located on the opposite banks of the rivers
Foyle and Bann, to retain control of the navigation and the fishefiégse walled towns are

also located at key points from which any overseas invasion could be defended and were
critical to the overall success of the plantation. The two towns were developed by the Irish
Society; the bawns and associated villages left éodieveloped by the individual London

livery companies.

In Donegaland Tyrone, the Plantation was implemented by individual Undertakers.
Different regions were assigned to English and Scots, with areas between allocated to the

Irish and ex military Servits.

The attitude of the English towards the native Irish was not consistent and whilst the
plantation was intended to segregate the Irish, from the outset, Chichester thought that
segregation would be a source of future difficulties for the governmentefgrovince. It

was also not easy to attract tenants from Britain, many of whom were not able to finance
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the initial high costs that were involved. As a result, many Irish tenants were leased land

throughout the plantation area.

Several observers have rat that conditions for the lower orders of Irish society may not
have been that different from those under the rule of their Gaelic chieftailishas also

been argued that the plantation speeded up a process of change that, in many respects, was
alreadyoccurring. Whether this is true or not, almost overnight, a massive cultural shift had
occurred which could not be reversed. The Irish feudal society Ga#fsolic and Irish
speaking. Cultural life was centred on the monasteries and a romantic oraidradpplied

to the recording of history, poetry and story telling.

The Earls were aristocracy of European stature and were accepted into European society.
They were replaced by English and Scots speaking masters, looking to exploit the land for
profit in a ruthless and rational manner. Lands were mapped and measured and records
made so that Undertakers knew what they were getting. The Anglican church was to be the
official established church; although Catholicism was tolerated to some degree. Tbesset
especially in the early years were predominantly male, upwardly mobile from lower social
orders. The new society was to be urban centred and constructed, at least in part, with

building techniques that were imported. There was plenty of opportuftt friction

The following poem translated from the lIrish, gives some sense of the impact on Irish

society:

G¢KSe RAGARS AG dzLJ 'Y2y3ad GKSvyaStg@gSaxz
this territory of the children of noble Niall,

gAGK2dzG | 220 2F CflyyQa YAftleée LAY
GKFG ¢S ORRORYUA yFAA YORFSNB O WI ONB & QO

Heavy is the shame! We have come to see
seats of government being made desolate,
the produce wasting in a stream, dark thickets

of the chase become thoroughfares.

A congregation of rustics in the home of Saints,
D2RQa& a S mhPsheld& of tirigR Branthes;
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the hillside is wrenched into fields.

They find no sweetness in devotion to poetry,
the sound of harps or the music of an organ, nor
the tales of the kings of Bregia of the teted walls,

nor the numbering of the ancient generations of their forefathers.

The vengeance of God is the reason for it.
The men of Scotland, the youths of London
have settled in their place.

Where have the Gaels gorie?

In 1641, there was an uprising agst the planters. This rebellion reflected the English civil

war and revolution against the crown; King Charles | at one stage having confiscated the

London Companies lands and practised direct rule which resulted in additional hardship for

tenants. Thee was also an older undercurrent of hard feeling that surfaced in

the violence

of the uprising which was equally brutally dealt with by Cromwell. After the rebellion was

guelled no native Irish or catholic landlords were allowed to retain their lands.

Rchard B NIt SGdQa YILl aK2¢a (GKS t NROAYOS

immediately prior to the Flight of the Earls and the Plantation. This map is very clear and

referred to in a number of the reviews of landscape character areas where é&sasitown

are still visible.
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Figure7: ¢ K2 Yl & wl @Sy Qa YI L 2F G(KS [2YR2YRSNNE tflydlaAazy
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The London Company plantation is documehta beautifully drawn maps prepared by

Thomas Raven; extracts from the Raven maps are considered later in this document in

relation to each of the landscape character areas where features survive. Whilst
landholdings remained the majority of the buildsgid not survive the 1641 rebellion and

2yté& TN} 3IYSyia SEA&al (G2RIFe& gAGK GKS y2iloftS SE
Ly GKS c2eftS 1 ftd@Alf ttFAYy [/! FNBF FNI3IYSY
Ballykellyas well as a church and grateNR X |y 2 6y ardvisidiewhistpa2t NI K Q

G§KS DNROSNRA /2YLI ye OKdIzZNOK | (INthelzhdedfthé2 6 1y26
latter, Raven's map of & shows a variety of houses, wedtthe churt and an unfortified

house and bawn. The atch and bawn can still be placed atid houses can be presumed

to have been built along both 4 of the street front running west from the churdiiuch

of the sigrificant area has been built on or is under gardens.

The Haberdashers settlements atllgeastle and Artikelly are located just outside the Foyle
Alluvial Plain; these sites are potentially significant as aerial photography shows remarkable

similarity with the Raven maps.

Despite the significance of the Londonderry Plantation and the aw#yjabf records about
it, survival of built heritage and archaeology is fragmentary and thus deserving of particular

care.

The study areas outside County Londonderry were treated differently and the area of the
Foyle Valley LCA to the south of the GoldsfiiiQ & / 2 Y, laitd yo&he fvdstyinRhe area
2F 52y S3lt |y 2 swereplantedwmitrkKSsots[settlBra dnyandsubstantially in
the ownership of the Marquis of Abercorn and Hamilton, both Scottish. Further to the south
again at Lifford and higer into the Foyle valleythe lands were divided amongst English

settlers.

The Scottish areas have developed in distinctively different ways to the much larger
tenancies of the London Company lands; and are much closer to native Irish patterns of
occupaton. The clachan is the predominant settlement pattern. Even today the region is
characterised by Scottish family names, a significant number of Presbyterian churches and

its own Ulster Scots dialect.

3.9 The Jacobite Wars & the Siege of Derry

The siege of &try, which lasted from Dec 1688 to July 1689a further example of the

strategic military importance of Lough FoylEhe events surrounding this small city was to
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assume a continental importance as the League of Augsburg, led by Austrian Habsburgs and

William [ll, who fought to set limits to the expanding power of Louis XIV of France.

Meanwhile James Il hoped that with French support he could use Ireland to regain the

throne he had lately lost. These two protagonists, James Il of Catholic dispensation a

William III of Protestant faith, were to engage in a military campaighalthough William |l

YSOSN) al ¢ 5SNNEI KAa adz00Saa ¢gla Ay y2 avylftft

t NPGSaldlyld AyKFroAGryda G2 NBaxad wkrySaQa | Nyeo
If the siege of Der@a &AAIYAFAOI YOS Ay 9dzNRPLISIY KAAG2NE 4|
Ireland was to be profound as it forged traditions from which subsequent generations of

Protestant minorities were to draw inspiration and become a metaphor for their political

struggle (Fraser, 1999, 379).

¢CKS KAal2NE 2F (GKA& LISNA2R KLa F20dzaasSR 2y (K
GYFARSY OAG@és (GKS gl tt ySOSNI KFE@Ay3a 0SSy oNBI
significance to both the history and todtuture of the city of Derry~Londonderry.

The story of the siege is an integral aspect of this history and there are several significant

sites which have been identified in the audit which have archaeological value having been

relatively undeveloped ithe intervening period so that it is possible to determine the exact

position of sites such as those associated with the blockade across the river including the

forts at Boom Halland Gransha. A wide area of the city including sites suci{as N2 y 3 Qa

Orchard battery fort at9 6 NRA y 3 G 2 v k { {; thé vdndrditvad tiedormer-SNGolumbs

College/Lumen Christi sitandhigh ground above the Lone Moor Roade all significant in

relation to events which occurred during the siege. These and several ctinersf

archaeological importance and demand great care in terms of impact analysis, even for

schemes which appear to have the potential for little impact, such as engineered cycleways

or footpaths which involve levelling and breaking the ground.
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Figure9: Romeyne de Hooghe; engraving of the siege of Londonderry
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Figurel0: Extract from a stylised engraving showing the military positions during the Siege of Derry
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3.10 The Development of Towns

Prior to the Platation period, the Foyle region, in common with many other parts of Ireland,
was essentially rural in character with its dispersed townlands. Denser settlements existed
in proximity to monastic sites and to castles. Secondary habitations were often tampo
nature and made from natural organic materials. No known examples of these secondary

habitations survive, although there is documentary evidemeetfem.

&>
KHAGFARG VS
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1

Figurell: ! &t f 1 GGS 27F Y NusdColnyBrddgny o/ I NNA O1 F SNH

The abovelate 16" Century map shows that in addition to the military and ecclesiastical
structures, a comparable area of ground was covered by creats; thatch and timber

structures making little lasting impression on the landscapéaser

Areas surrounding these settlements are tlalsopotentially archaeologically significant.
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The Londondey Plantation saw developmendf a series of defensive centres around a
bawn or fortified house with associated secondary houses as typifigdRn2 YI & wl @Sy Q&
maps of the London Company Plantation8allykelly, Ballycaslanand Clondermott

examples of these located within the heritage audit area.

Whilst the majority of the buildings associated with these sites no longer survive they
established anurban framework which is sfilintact or has developed todayUrban
settlements within the study arednclude: Ballykelly, Eglinton Derry, Newbuildings,
Carrigans, Sfohnston Lifford, Strabaneand Newtownstewart, all of which were initially

establishedn the 16" and 17" centuries.

Other towns and urban villages developed as commercial ventures in tHead8 19"
OSylGdzZNASa Ay O2yedzyOilAzy @gAGK | ao6A3d K2dzaSeé s
Moville in conjunction with New Park. Some hatthitectural aspirations and were

developed as mdel towns such as that at Sion Milich dates from the 19" century.

Where trade and industry were present, certain towns continued to develop in scale
throughout the 18', 19" and 20" centuries facitated by improvements in technology and

transport.] S6AAQ ¢2L12INI LIKAOFE 5A00GA2yINE oOoOmyoTO RS
during the nineteenth century and is a valuable resource in terms of documenting the details

of daily town operations, inclling infrastructure, fairs, markets, landed estate houses and

occupants.

Much of the urban manufacturing city of Derry owes its development to the latter half of the

19"/ SydzNEd alyeé 2F GKS I NHS odAf RAYy3I® GKFEG &l
that period. Development of sanitation services, drainage, public cemeteries and market

facilities such as public slaughterhouses came on the back of the Londonderry Town

Improvement Act of 1848 (Thomas 2004, 460).
References
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pp. 455476.
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The Ulster Plantation saw the Church of Ireland become the established church, the only
church recognised by the state. It was the contention of the Church of Ireland that the
reformation re-established the independence that the Irish church enjoyed prior to the
Norman invasion which had asserted Papal authority over the church in Ireldrelchurch

was to assume possession of ecclesiastical sites which had been centres of Roman Catholic
worship. The graveyards associated with these sites continued to be used by all
denominations until these were gradually superseded by the municipal burial grounds

developed in the 19 century.

New churches were built in distinctive style that cameédté 1y 26y | a Wt yiSNDa
most notable of these within the study area ar¢: G/ I Ry QBuncrun{1R8d3NeD K

[ | 3 KAgleaaloo;Ballykelly (Walworth) Church(1629) Tamlaght Finlagan Parish Church

(COI) (17609), Clooney Rd., Ballykellyt Canice Eglinton;St Lugadius ChurghLifford; St
EugerQ,aArdstraw, Newtownstewart and the most significant of all, St Columi®

Cathedra) Derry(1633)

¢tKS tSylf tlga 6KAOK gSNB AYLI SYSYGiSR o0& [/ KI NI
catholic population in Ireland and other so called dissenters such as the Presbyterian

church to practice their respective religious services/traditiolmssome areas the churches

were tolerated; the majority had to worship in secret. The Catholic populati@mshipped

Ay GKS 2Ly FANJ FG YlFaa NRBOla& 2NmaskmdkaKA2y SN
throughout the study areasuch as imownparks, Strabanand Croshtownland, Co. Tyrone

as well as just outside the study areparticularly on the Binevenady slopes above

Magilligan.

¢KS t NBaoeldSNR I, goddoffidialyib@liNhegtiigShouses althddgh there are
examples from the 1% century at Monreagh in County Donegaland The First Derry
Presbyterian Churcton Magazine St., Derry was firstilh in 1690 as a reward for the
bravery of the Presbyterians during the Siege of the city (1689); and rebuilt in 1780 to
accommodate the growing congregatiofhe majority of Presbyterian churchewithin the

study area datdérom the nineteenth century.

It was only following emancipation in the "L @enturythat the Catholic Church was free to
build its own church buildings. Because of this late development, in common with
Presbysterian churches, Roman Catholic churches are usually found in periphesal area

outside of towns in buildings which date from the™®entury; the most important of these
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within the study areaare theLong Tower Churckil909)andSt9 dzZ3 Sy SQa (18490( K SR NJI f

1903) Derry and{ (i 9 dz3 Sy S Q,&Plumbfidge/ (k8@8)JSifnificant 20 century
examples also exismost notably churches designed by Liam McCormickKraggan (St
a |l NE Q a; Murlmgeiffdrad (St Patrick, 1963urt (St Aengus, 1968nd Steelstown(Our
Lady of Lourdes, 1975).

Further significant Presbyterian churblilding also took place in the latter 19th century.
For examplePresbyterian Church, Seacoast Rd, Magilligeass built 18601879 on the site
of an earlier church (1803)Ballykelly Presbyterian Church and gate loddé827)

Presbyterian Church, CarlislRoad Derry (1838)t NS &0 & G SNA Iy / KdzZNOK

Street, Derry(1837); an€laremount Presbyterian Chur¢iNorthland Road (190685).
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Whilst some estates were allocated during the initial Plantation, much was destroyed in the
1641 rebellion and subsequent Cromwellian campaign and againgdthe Siege period.
Many significant landed estates were developed in the region during thecé8tury, often

in land that had initially been allocated to native Irish and subsequently forfeited.

Irish landed estate were often not primary residendas engines for the generation of

wealth through exploitation of natural resources such as forestry, fishing or farming as well

as income generated from farming tenancies. These resources were exploited using the

most up to date techniques and exploitaticof new crops. Irish communal methods of
farming were often simply misunderstood and considered by the landlord classes as
backward. There was often friction between landlord and tenant and the process of
enclosure of the land had to be achieved by pasion or even by force, although by the
end of the 1% century most land in the study area had been leased and the best land
allocated to a class of gentleman farmer who were encoutldgeway of educatioyor, as in

the case of Churchill, BallykelyY 2 RSt  FI NY ¢+ a8 RSOSt2LISR o8

The Agricultural College at Templemoyle near to Muff/Eglintod developed by the
DNROSNR&a /2YLIlyes gla FlY2dza GKNPRdJz3IK?2 dzi
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whole chapterof his visit(184244) to Templemoyle irhis publicationThelrish SketchBook
1863. Other tenants were encouraged by development of estate cottages and model farm

buildings of which there are several notable examples revealed by the audit.

There are a number ofignificantestates throughout the study area which have an impact
over a wide regionincludng Bellarenain the north (Magilligan LCAKilderry ¢ v dzA 3t S& Qa&
Point~Burnfoot LCAgnd Baronscourt(Foyle Valley LCA) the south.
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3.13 Significant Architecs of the 18" Century

The majority ofarchitectsfrom this period were established in major cities such as London

or Dublin Architecture as a profession hardly existadd, for many, it was an academic

pastime. Buildings of qualityn areas remote from the major citiesere designedrom a

distanceor were built using pattern booksalthough povincial cities such as Londtarry

and its hinterland may have had sufficient demand to keep a small number ddcal

architectsand master builders occupiedlt isunusual for a regional architect to make an

impression and most, even where they are knovane seldom remembered.Within the

Foyle regionthere isone signficant exception:Michael Priestley Priestleybuilt almost

exclusively in the counties of Londonerry, Tyrone and Ddnegthough his output is

considered to bef national importance2 KA f a4 t NRA S & (infu®dodha paketna A Ay a 24
books of James Gibbise developed a elegant but robusstyle thatmade best advantage

of local materials and aréotally unique in their character. Withonly afew notable
SEOSLIiA2yas tNARSalt SetederitagdzeddiR dtydyA dreamhdNtie £ 2 OF G SF
following have been attributed to him:

o Strabane Town Ha{demolished)& Town Centre(street patternintact, extent of
survical ofcontemporarybuildingsto be determined)

o0 Boom HallProtected building; unroofed and at serious risk)

o Lifford Courthoused { dzo & G yG A £t & NBodzAtdG AYyGSNyLlffe
gradual programme of conservation and repair started; elementsonginal
stonework atrisk)

0 Prehen Housén use as private house & visitor attraction)
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o Port Hall(iin use as a private house & working farm)

o 1% Derry Presbyterian Churgoriginal section prior to expansipside elevations
attributable to Priestley

Whilst these buildingsrepresent an altogether different scale of investment than
commissions byeminent architects such a&ibbs or Pearcethese areour equivalent
unique irreplaceableandnow, more than everat considerable risk.

3.14 Napoleonic Defences

The Swilly and the Feylare of strategic importance to the protection of the northwest of
Irelandand this is demonstrated from earliest timda.the 14" century, the AngleNorman
Northburg castle was built at Greencastle at the mouth of Lough Foyle, in order to establish

cortrol over this region.

In the laterMedievalperiod castles were established around the coast of Inishowen to and
along the opposite sides of the Foyle and the Swilly to secure the lands belonging to the
native Irish clansAt the end of 18 century these castles were taken by English artillery and
the positions supplemented to allow Inishowen and Derry to form a secure footing from

which to establish English rule in Ulster.

Subsequent fortifications were established by the British to prevent territamiairsion by
the Spanish in the 7century,followed bythe French in the 18and 19" centuries andhe

Germarsin the 20" century.

Lough Foyle has been of strategic importance both for invasion and defence over a period of
600 years. ThéMartello fort at Greencastle was bui{adjacent the earlier castle sit&s
defence against the French during the Napoleonic peiocl 1801 (Wolfe Tone had been
intercepted at Lough Swilly in 1708 As well as forming part of a wider network of forts
around theBritish Isles, the group around Lough Swilly and Lough Foyle are of particular

importance.

Lough Swilly is defended by several forts because of it potential as a natural harbour for a
large number of ships. Lough Foyle, whilst it approaches Derry gireckess suited to large
numbers of ships due the narrow tidal navigation which forces shipping to the Donegal side
of the Lough and thus easily defended. The sit&egencastlejointly with the Martello

tower fortification at Magilliganopposite (buit 1817) defends the entrance to Lough Foyle

providing artillery covering fire over the entire expanse of water to be defended.
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Figurel2: Lough Foyle & Lough Swilly

3.15 Administrative Structures & Reforme Institutions

Prior to social reforms in the f9century the poor were supported by their communities
either through extended family ties or through alms distributed by the church. Prior tp this
charity was dispensed through the monasteries until tlenRtion, when the conversion of
the RomanCatholic church to Protestantism was also implemented as part of the process
known as the Reformation. Tithes, which facilitated this role, were paid to the church until
the church was disestablished from th&te in 1869.

Local civil parishes were responsible for looking after the poor, education, graveyards etc
The local authority, responsible for roadsidges hospitals and courthouses, was the Grand
Jury whose membersomprised the most powerful dhe local landlords. Theproceeded

to raise taxes at a local level in orderdarry out such administrativeeforms.

A number of factors coincided during the™@entury that were intended to reduce the risk

of social unrest that might lead to a revolutisach as that experienced in America in 1783
and in France in 1799. Britain was also at war with both the French and the Americans in
the early decades of the T9century. Ireland, as in previous centuries was at risk of a
revolution occurringwhilst increases in social movement due to development of towns and

increases in rural poverty were alsause for concern
¢KS LISylt trFrga sSNBE NBY2QOSR Ay (GKS mywnQa I ff 2

their faith legally for the first time since ther" O S y (i dzZNE @ Ly GKS myonQa (K
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were established which gradually removed power from the church grgagonsibilityfor

welfare to the state although services were still provided by the churches.

The poor law unions which were responsilibr the study area were associated with tasvn
and were located at Limavady, Londondearyd Strabane. In addition to the legaoy the
Poor Law Unionsn the form of the architectural and cultural heritagef Workhouse
buildings thg are also a valuablesource of historical recordS here is adispensary and
cottagelocated on the Sea Coast road at Bellarena dating to c. 484@ell as avorkhouse
on the Glendermott Road, DerryOther buildings also survive but less notaliderms of

their architectue.
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3.16 Famine & Emigration

Two major periods of emigration occurred which impacted on the landscape in the study
area. These are thearly 18" centuryUlster ScotsV 3 Ndiidrafiontandthe GreatFaminein
the mid-19" century.

The Ulster Scots migration saw almost 250,000, mainly Presbyterémple emigrate to
America from Ireland. This was primarily for economic reasons where land rents were raised
excessively at the end of lease periods; income from agricultuie affected due to unfair
legislation from the English parliament and finally due to harvest failures affecting both food

production and the production of flax for linen.

¢tKAAd YIe& KIFI@®S 06SSy 2yS FFOG2N) RNAGAyYy3a &Sl a

b 33ryé YR KANRY3I FILANBR G {GNrolyS G2 |
months during the 19th centurylhe population of Ireland was estimated at about 1 million
people in the 1% century and reached a peak of more thanmilion people inmediately

prior to 1850. The population declined to approximately half of this to 4 million by 1930 and
has gradually increased since then. Tneat Famineof the 1840scoincided with the peak
population increase and number declined rapidly due tostion and emigration. Ulster

was less affected by migration than other parts of Ireland with area with estimated

population falls of 1€20% in County Londonderry anell0% in the areas of the Laggan and
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Tyrone.Derry was less affected by the ravagesi® Famine than other counties due to a
more mixed diet in the county (Crawford 1999, 528). The Impact of the Great Famine on Co.
Tyrone was likewise described as light, when compared to other counties in Ireland (Grant
2000, 611). The ability ofthe landin these areas to better sustain the population may, in
part, have been due to thmajor populationadjustment that had occurred due to the Ulster

Scots migration a century earlier.

The Londnderry Port was the principle port of emigration for the entinerth of Ireland

J&J Cooke and McCorkells were the principal companies at the time of the great famine.
Subsequenty, the Allan lines, and the Anchor Lines were to take passengers by tenders
operated by theMoville Steamship Company from Derry to linbesthed at the lighthouse

in Moville on the Donegal side of the Foyl@he outward trade established in the 19

century was also reversed as a means of inward tourism during thee@ury.

References

I Ny F2NRZE ad® OmpddpL @ WdardidRdetryylRQICY ey Y 5A SO Ay
Londonderry History & Societgeography Publications, Dublin.
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Publications, Dublin. 58316.

http://www.londonderryport.com/images/Derry%20emigration%20overview.pdf

3.17 Industry: Raw Materials to Finished Produatsagriculture, milling, linen& shirt

making

The Port of Derry was a significant factor in the development of trade from the northwest of

Ireland with Northern Europe, BritaaBnd North America.

Efficient use of resources required that trade worked both ways so that ships exporting
material returned with materials such as timber for use in large construction work. The
legacy of this trade can be seen in the fine quality timbsed in buildings throughout the

regions, cast iron work, chimney pieces, ironmongery, agricultural machinery, boats etc.

The local economy was an exporter of fish and agricultural products either processed or as

raw material.

Salmon

Salmon from the Foyleras exported from thenedievalLISNA 2 R 2y g NR& @ . F NI £
' AGSN) aK268 (GKS G¢KS {LfY2y CAAKAY3IE Fid I+ adl

between St. Johnston and Lifforth 1834 the salmon fishery on Lough Foyle employed 120

Core Document
Foyle Landscape ProjetcHeritage Asset Aud{Donegal Region) Pages3



men and & equal number of watekeepers (Bailiffs) (Lewis 1837, 301). The salmon were

shipped to Liverpool and Glasgow and sometimes were pickled and shipped to markets in

London (bid). An oyster fishery was also established ongloEoylein 1829 and this seems

to have been relatively lucrative (Lewis 1837, 302). Sea fisheries were a lot more haphazard

FYR 6SNB RSEAONAROGSR Ia WLINBOIFINAR2dzAQ IDgig (G KSANJ &
however was the main market for sea fish landed at the various &t and havens in

east Inishowen.

The culture surrounding salmon fishing has declined significantly in recent years so that
buildings and features associated with this trade are beginning to disappear. Like many
structures buil for the purposes of utity, their importance $ not in terms of their
architecturaldesignor material quality but asrare examples ofpastindustry and society
These buildings are noat risk through redundancgithough they might easily be reused for
some other useful purpge Many modest structures associated with this trade have already
disappeared leavingnly a small number okurvivingice houses and processing buildings.
One such processing building and limaiseat the Gribben near Breadyis not protected but

is pdentially at risk. Another at Moville, is used for storage and kept reasonably well.

Others adjacent to theast side of the Craigavon Bridgee better known.
Linen

Another significant Ulster industry that has disappeared is the linen trade. This trade
developed substantially in the f&entury, with a very high proportion of farms growing flax
plants. After 1750 linen was the main manufacturing industry in Derry and this led to the
development of other industries in the city (Currie 1999, 338 s$alks of theflax plant

were cracked and outer husk removed in a process known as scutching allowing the fibres to
be taken for use in weaving the linen cloth. Cloth or completed clothing items were
bleached outdoors on greens prior to be sold for expottinen halls were constructed
0§KNRdZAK2dzi LNBtFYyR INRdzyR GKS mtynQad ! ySg A
linen market in 1839, indicating that the industry was flourishing at that time (Currie 1999,
350-1). Elemens of the locallinen irdustry seemed to have beeim decline bythe end of

the 18" century. Reference to historic Ordnance survey maps show bleachingsgreen
associated with landed estates almost completely gone by the mitcé@tury. Historic
mapping reveals a very largeimber of water mills associated with farms throughout the
study area. The majority of these are associated with threshing grain or the processing of

the flax stalk at farm level.
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Whilst weaving may have largely been carried out manually or on a smiliacthe 18’

century, the linen thread was sent for export or for weaving at a small number of locations

where this could be carried outl S NR Y Mill, @&Sion Millsis one such site and is

possibly the most important in Ulster both for its scale blgo for its architecture and as a

NI NB SEFYLES Ay LNBftFIYR 2F | aY2RSt O2YYdzyAdi:

responsibility for the entire welfare of the workers in return for their labhour

Other mills includindlour and grain millsat Strabane ad in City andWaterside area of
Derry(Foyle Mills(flour and corn)Clooney Flour MillVictoria Mills (meal & flour))are now
substantially lost. Whilst numerous, almost no intact examples which include machinery

exist.

The majority of rural mill budings are essentially small vernacular structuaesl appear
little different from other agricultural buildingsMany mills been converted to use as barns
or converted to other uses and the machinery removed in the processt is to be
protected, the mill complex must be considered as a whateluding its weirs, waterworks
and machineryand riparian rights carefully guarded. Mill sites provide some potential
opportunity for small power generation and tourism uselhe extent of this opportunitys
not known, although past mapping would suggesittthe potential resource is substantial.
A study of mill sites has been carried out in County Donegal; elsewheedieated field
surveymay be required to determinethe extent of survival and acins that are needed to
protect theindustrial fragmentswhich survive A pilot project involvingproposals for reuse
will also be required if anything of this important record of rural life is to be consenvda:

future.
Shirt making

The industriadevelopment of Derry largely began after the Great Famine and this included

the establishment and growth of the most iconic of industries associated with the stiiyt

making. Up until about 1850 shirt making was almost exclusively a cottage indubthy, w

William Scott was the owner of the only shirt factories (five) in the city at the time (Coyne
MPNHE nMyT 1 dzYS HAAHE MMMI MMHO® {22y Ylye 27F
shirt factories in both Derry and elsewhere and by 1857 there weretéen shirt factories

in Derry (Hume 2002, 111, 112). This industry, which was of major economic importance to

the whole northwest region continued to expand into the twentieth centiBy.1890 one of

the most influential manufacturers Tillie & Hendersemployed 1500 hands in thefive-

storeyTI Oli2NE 2y C28fS w2l RX ¢KAOK ¢l a (GKS 6A33S5a
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doors for production and was deemed important enough for Karl Marx to reference in his
book DasKapital (http://www.culturenorthernireland.org. By 1902 there were thiregight
factories employing 18,000 fetiime workers in Derry and another 80,000 privately owned
sewing machines throughouhe surrounding countryside (Tierney 1978, 6BYy. 1926 the

city had 44 kirt factories employing some 8,000 of the @80 population. This was the peak

of the industry in Derrywhen it supplied much of the Udhd its colonies and other parts of
Europe.The industry provided predominantly female employment on the sewing machines
and this steady, moderately paid employment added greatly to the local econdhygy.
industry fel into decline after theSecond World Waand by the end of the twentieth
century was forced out of the market due to cheaper manufacturing in the developing

world.

These buildings are extremely robust and relatively easily adapte@erdplessuch as the

Star Factory, City Factory, Rosemount Factbowhow these buildingsanbe rewsed

Dedalus Architecturewith the assistance of Annesley Malleyade proposalsn 2002to
show how the Tillie & Hendersohuilding might be reused as a hotel; before it was
eventually demolishedollowing a concerted campaigof vandalismto burn the building

down.

The Hamilton factory was demolished earlier this year and other buildingh as the
Sinclair & Company factory on Abercorn Road remain atamgk an active campaign is
required to prevent further losses of buildings whichme toexemplify the cityin the 19"
century.
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3.18 Transport: Railways, Roads & Canals
Bridges

Historically, tansport by waterwas the fastestmeans of export and/olcommunication;
hencethe stronglinks to Scotland and the islandsthin the study areaand the importance

of the Foyle to theveralldefence of Irelandparticularly during 20 century war periods.

Substantial roadhetworks were established after the plantatignincluding bridgesvhich
supersead fording points.Indeed there aresignificant bridge assetslocated within the
study area includingnultispan stonestructures atNewtownstewart (Old Bridge) Strabane
(Strabare Bridge within the town spanning the River Mourne from Bridge Street; and

Glencush Bridgeformerly Stranabrosney Bridge).

Clady Bridgés a ninespan stone structure at Strabankeuilt ¢.1700, carrying Urney Road

over the River Finn to County Donegalan east/west axis, located to west of Clady village.
There were earlier structures at the site and Clady itself has historical origins with the
location having been the scene of a battle between the Cineal Conaill and Cineal Eoghain in
the 784AD (Annalsf the Four Masters).The absence of bridge crossing points of the river
north of Lifford until the 18 century meant thatferry crossings such as that Dunnalong

were also sources of tradtndeed, he redundancy of such features were, also in theecaf

Dunnalong, the cause tfieir demise.

There are two twentieth century significant bridges crossing the Foyle in the City environs,
the Craigavon Bridgeand the Foyle Bridge whilst more recently, the pedestriaReace
Bridge(2011) links the City frorthe Guildhall/Harbour Square to Ebrington Barracks at the
Waterside. Craigavon Bridge (constructed 1933) is the most southerly of the three bridges
and is a good example of one of only a few dowddek road bridges in Europ&raigavon
Bridge is the thid bridge to be built at this locatiorThe first bridge over thRiver Foyle was

a wooden, built in 1790. It was assembleid Americaand transported to Derry to be
positioned in the Bridge Street area about 90 metres north of the present britlgasbuilt

from 17891791 between Bridge Street and Fountain Hill. The structure allowed for a
drawbridge as the inhabitantsf Strabane hd navigational rights to the riverin 1863, a
steel bridge (Carlisle Bridge) was erected a little further upstream, almlosre Craigavon
Bridge is today, to replace the old wooden structutetp://goireland.combridgesin-
ireland) TheFoyle Bridggopened 1984),He central cantilever span efhichis the longest

in Ireland at 234 metresand the whole suspended bridg&wsture including the approach

spans is also the longest in Irela@id866 metres The three main river spans are of steel box
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construction and were built bydarland and WolfEhipyard inBelfastin six segments The

bridge crosses the Foyle at Madam'snBawhich is the same site A y 3 Wlaviga L L Qa

chose to place their boom barrier during t8éege of Derrin 16881689

Throughout the study area there are many more modest stone structures designed to span
small streams and rivers. These are ofterertooked as their structure is not visible from

the road above. Some beautiful structures survive crossing the River Faughan at Mobuoy
and Drumahoe. Other structures, less well known, are located on the Derry to Greencastle
road, at Carrownaff and abWwer main street Moville. Moville is aldocation of what was
reported to be the oldest bridge in Ireland. The single arch bridge spans the River Bredagh
at Gulladuff and is well preserved with the wattle formwork markings clearly visible
underneath; is age is not known, however, the proximity to the Cooly ecclesiastical site

would suggest @ossibledate in the 2" century.

References
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Roads

Commuications shorcomings throughout the Foyle Valley during the seventeenth and
eighteenth centurieswvere one of the major obstacles to trade and development of the
region. A lack of roads generally and the rmistence of a bridge crossing the River Bann
south of Coleraine (and other water courses) focused trade from Derry towards Coleraine
(as opposed to towns to the south of Coleraine) (Currie 1999, 339). Many of the main roads
that connected the major towns did so in an inefficient manor. Existoady were
highlighted inthe 18" century bythe Taylor & Skinner mapsThe nineteenth century also

saw some improvement in the road network, not least through the works associated with
famine relief for example as a¥. A & K 2 LifMagilliganL&Awhigirovides a iect link

Fa GKS ONRS FEASE 0S8G6S8Sy [AYl OIMAY ofttgs® G K S
routes are still the most directintact and useful for local walking and cyclinglhe
development of new dual carriage roadways whilst presena potential significant threat

also provide an opportunity for reprioritising use of existing roads for pedestrian and

cyclists.Many of the routes formerly serviced by the railways were serviced by buses from

0KS mdponQa | yR L3ANENEO d2fFr N8y &F T2UFS NI KISK NI O\ff g | &
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TheA2 Seaview Roawithin the Magilligan LCA is an important route within the study area

Fa AG F2N¥Ya LI NI 2F GKS {(G2dzNAad GNX Af GKEFEG Aa

TheWL y A 4 K 2 i8 836 armmporantourism route which follows the western shore of
Lough Foyle.

References
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Derry & Londonderry History and Soci€gographical Publications, Dublin, 3238.

Core Document
Foyle Landscape ProjetcHeritage Asset Aud{Donegal Region) Pages9



Ralways

There are a number of railways that traversed the study area during the nineteenth and
twentieth century; up to present day. These include ttendonderry & Coleraine Railway
line constructed in 1845 (thBelfast and North Counties RailwgBBNCRinain line traverses

the Magilliganand Foyle Alluvial PlaibCA), the Londonderry & Lough Swilly Railway
(L&LSR) traversdake Derry Slopes LCavhilst the Great Northern RailwayGNR) and the
StrabanecLondonderry Narrow Gauge Railwasaverse the Foyle Vialy LCA.

TheLondonderry and Lough Swilly Railway Compdhjie L&LSR) wascorporated in June
1853. It contained 99 miles afirrow gaugetrack servicing a route betweeBerryand
eastern and northerrCounty Donegadnd later as far west as Burtonpo@n the other side

of the river Foyle th&reat Northern RailwayGNR) ran between Derry and Strabane, with
connections to theDonegal County Railwagnd to Omagh from Strabane Stat. This
extensive network of railway lines in theonthwest of Ireland cotributed to the
development of Derry City and Strabane at this time, as they were the destinations of large
amounts of agricultural goods transported there by train from the surrounding agricultural
areas. Much of the railway embankments and many of thddas and abutments are still
extant as a visible angrominent feature within the study areg&Some of the stations too
have been preserved, includirgellarena Stationand Level crossinglHR 0133902800),

which is still in use on the Derry to Belfast miaie.

Theonly surviving section ahilwayline, along the Lough Foyle coastline has been described

Fda G2y SaINEGH GGKNS Af gl e 22d2NySeéa 2F (GKS ¢2NI R¢

potential for the line, in addition to its use as part o2&st cantury public transport system.
The major part of the track bead of all of the lines in tlegion remains undeveloped
LINE GARAY I 2LILRNIdzyAlGASE T2 N thayareSakteddy Yeing 9 S
utilised for walking and cycle routes whiblave te additional benefiresening the track

space for reuse in the future for public transport purposes.

References
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Canals
Canals featured within the study are during the latghteenth century and early nineteenth

century, largely prior to the arrival of the railways.
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TheStrabane Canabpened in 1796 and connected the market townStfabaneto Derty

City and port via theRiver Foyle Like the railways that succeeded it, the canal helped
develop the town of Strabane by making it a hub for agricultural produce from Counties
Tyrone and Donegal and connecting it to markets in Derry. The canal wasigeegsful in

the early part of the 19 century but after the opening of the GNR lime1847 it went into

RSOt AyS>T (K2daAK A TheRrabayeTianal @fa 8chefuledayianinfent ancdpc 1 @

a prominent feature within the Foyle Valley LCA.

TheBroharris Canalvas constructed in the 1820s when a 2 mile (@19 long cut was made
on the south shore dfough Foyleear Ballykelly in the direction &imavady It served both
as a drainage channel and for transport with goods being brought frmmadonderry Portas

well as shellfish and kelp from the sand banks along the shore.

A further canal was constructegrobably in the 1% or early 18 century,at Willsborough
Donnybrewernear Eglinton The canalas probablydesigned as part of a drainage scheme,
although the layoutappearsallow the transport ofmaterial from the land to barns at the

rear of the main house

In the 19" century, dher plans vere developed, but never implemented, furthémland
between Strabane and Bready as part of a proposal create a steépping link with

Enniskillen and Lough Etne

There was also ackeme to link Lough Foyle & Lough Swilly thie SkeogueRiver; this like

the other proposals wasvertaken bythe coming of theailway.

3.19 Lough Foyle & World War 2

Lough Foyle remains of military strategic importance and so it was in World War 2. The
north Atlantic was a crucial supply line for food and munitidasing that pefod and he
German Wboat fleet was a threat to this.

Derry was the most westerly of the allied ports, a cerfoe Atlantic convoys comprising
merchant vessels anplrotective escort. The following ibased on asummary of material

providedby the LoughsAgency:

oFour major airfields were established to defend the merchant fled): RAF Coastal
Command atBallykelly flew antisubmarine patrols using US Flying Fortresses and
Liberators; 2) RAF Coastal Command station operated liroravady/Aghanl® flew anti-
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submarine patrols using Whitleys, Hudsons and Wellington bomberRAB) Eglinton
Fighter Commangd now City of Derry Airport was used to defend Derry and to escort
convoys using Hurricanes and Spitfiesr under the Royal Navy Fleet Air Arntdiae a
training centre for naval fighter units training in Corsairs, Barracuddas, Hellcats, Seafires,
Skuas, Roc and Martinet4) Maydown, as a satellite airfield for Eglinton was used by the

Fleet Air Arm flying Swordfish aircraft that served the Mertharcraft Carriers.

Two of these airfields remain in use. B¢ two that have been abandoned, there are

vestiges of the runway left at Maydown, which is now an industrial site; there are substantial

remains of Aghanloo, part of which has been develdpetight industry.

There were 109 Canadian, 35 British and 4 US naval ships based in the Foyle. There were
Ffa2 @GraArida oe wdzaaiAlys WFNBSQ 5dziOKZI WFNBSQ
refuelling or based there temporarily.

The impotance of Londonderry to the Allied war effort is demonstrated by the level of anti

aircraft protection afforded it. There werkleavy Anti Aircraft Batteriesat Carmony,

Galliagh, Culmore, Campsie, Ballymagroarand Mabouy. Light Anti Aircraft Batteries

were sited atLisahallyand at the city centre docks, including the placement of artillery guns

on the roof of Bryce and Westons (now Longs Supermarket).

There are substantial remains of aaircraft battery positions and military support
structures throudpout the Foyle Alluvial Plain LCA. The majority of these features are

protected but are at potential risk as they have no contemporary function or proposed use.

Lisahally, at the mouth of the River Foyle near to Culmore was selected as the port where
the official, surrender of the fleet of more than 70-hdats would take place. The jetties
where the Uboats were penned before being scuttled off the coast of Donegal, still exist

although in a ruined state.

As the Republic of Ireland was a neutral countuyiry the Second World War there are few
surviving fragments from that period, although exceptions include an official observation

post at Inishowen Head and a mysterious wall decorated with nazi symbols at Moville.

320t KS G¢NRdzof Sa¢

From a viewpoint so cloge the violent events of the recent past it is difficult to see what

heritage assets have resulted.
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The stories behind the news media images of human suffering and conflict have been
relayed to the wider world through the visual arts, prose, poetry andgsand these are,

perhaps, the greatest assets from this period.

The medium of wall murals is particularly relevant to the city, occupying sites which in other
circumstances might have been used as advertising space. Significant mural paintings can be
found in the Bogside area below the city walls around Free Derry Corner. In other parts of
the city, former paramilitary murals have been repaintedith the support of the
community, to promote positive politicamessages Examples of these can be found time

Lincoln Courts estate in the Waterside.

There is an undoubted interest, from those outside the city, in exploring neighbourhoods

made famous through the news media and now more easily accessible to the tourist. For

the time being at least, these apaces which provide a powerful means through which he

KdzYl'y ad2NASa 2F KdzyYtry STFFSOL 27 WG KS ¢NRdzof S

Whilst built heritage references include a photographic record of fortifications such as

WRNF 32ya GSSGKQZ &l y ddtsNhich2igmBrisiiate b éRble b@ndtys NI G A 2 y
the impact of these structures and military society behind them, on the lives of all of the

people in the region has been exclusively negative and the systematic removal of these

features has been welcomed and Imast complete.

PYEA1S SENIASNI LISNA2Ra Ay (GKS OAGeQa KAalG2NE
there are obvious comparisons to be made, the military structures associated with this

period are less durable.

An enduring counterpoint thatonsiders the shared heritage that connect us and the Foyle
fFyRAOFLIS YI& 0S8 F2dzyR! A S wate gdudal Safsion bRldeS Q& L2 SY
was selected by Liam McCormick in 1977 for a Radio Ulster PrograiRer@embrance of

Things Present

Symbol éUlIster

these sloping streets
blackened walls

sick at heart and
seeking a sign

the flaghung gloom
2F {4 /2ftdzyoQa

the brass eagle of
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the lectern bearing

the Sermon on the Mount
in its shoulders

wi OAGe GKIG A&
set on a hill

Olyy2i 08 KAR®Q

Columb® & 5 SNNEH

ledge of angels
radiant oakwood

where the mardove
knelt to master

his fiery temper
exile chastened

the bright candle
of the Ui Néill

burns from lona
lightens Scotland

with beehive huts
glittering manuscripts

but he remembers
his secret nme

Wi S gK2 a

|

Lines of leaving
lines of returning
the long estuary
of Lough Foyle, a
ship motionless
in wet darkness
mournfully hooting
as a tender creeps
to carry passengers
back to Ireland
a child of four
this sad sea city
my landing place
the loneliness of
[ ANRa 6KAGS RIdAKGISNRa
ice-crusted wings
forever spread
at the harbour mouth.

Lines of suffering

lines of defeat
under the walls

ghetto terraces
sharp pallor of

unemployed shades
slope shouldered

broken bottles
pubs and bookies

red brick walls
Falls or Shankhill

Lecky or Fountain
t2080a +ifSegl e

message scrawled
Popehead : Tague

my own name
KFEFiNBRQ& agayzyey
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But will the meek
inherit the earth?
Religion poisons us
North and South
A special force of
anged s SQR ySSR
to put manners on us.
If the young were
K2ySaidz GKS@QR I RYAD
ikKSe R2y Qi K2fR
with the half of it
The Showbands
and the borders halls
GKIFIdQa GKS adGdzF¥
Said the guardian
of the empty church
pale siege windows
shining behind us

Across théborder
a dead man
drives to school
past the fort
at Greencastle
a fury of love
for North, South
eats his heart
on the far side
a rocky promontory
his family name
hQ/ I KFYyZ hQYlyS$S
my uncle watches
sails upon Foyle
(a flock of swans)
drives forward

3.21 20" Century Development

The late 18 and 20" centuries saw unprecedented advances in technology including in the
design and construction of buildings. Developments in the use of materials such as Portland

cement, concrete, iron and steel allowed the geatéon of new forms.

¢CKSNB NB AYLERNIIyYyd SEFYLX Sa 2F RSOSt2LIVSyia A

department store in the Diamond.

Use of reinforced concrete allowed construction of unusual shapes associated with airfield
and structures in th Foyle Alluvial Plain. Large scale industrial and farm buildings are made

possible by developments in steel frame cladding systems.

These developments in new materials also mirroeedecline inknowledge and skill in
traditional construction methods. nlrecent years this has also increased losses due to

increases in cost, ineffective repairs, absence of traditional maintenance patterns and use of
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incorrect materials in the repair of traditionally constructed historic buildings. At the same
time, the nav construction forms areften not as durableas their traditional counterparts

and their maintenance and conservation require additional skill sets to repair.

Population growth within the cities saw the development of new forms of housing. A
notable example is the prototype garden suburb at Victoria Park which formed a model for
suburban development for the middle classes, if less well located and executed, elsewhere

in the city.

Housing projects for the less well off were much less successful aatvedl new
structures, such as the Rossville Street flats, intended to improve poor housing conditions in
the Bogside area of the city, were short lived or have required major modification. Whilst it
is difficult to separate to separate the image of tedsuildings from the social and political
SoSyida GKFG LINBGFAfSR RdAdNAYy3I (GKS wmprnQasz

[estN
A
(0p))

terraced house forms by the Northern Ireland Housing Executive and housing associations
appears to have beea more successfuhpproach to the provision of social housingn
general, he 20" century housing estates of Derry~Londonderry are remarkable due to their

extent rather thanfor their architectural merit.

Fortunately there were also some positive examples from thisopgedlmost exclusively

FNRY I NOKAGSOGa /2NNJ g all/ 2N¥AO1 YR [AlLY aO/ 2
and Tom Mullarkey. Many of the most important Corr & McCormick sshodl health
FdzGK2NAG& o0dzAf RAy3a TNRBY védoShave duffere® iomlpgbR ¢ n Q&
guality renovation although important examples such as Barrack Hill primary school at

Strabane still survive and appear to be well cared for.

[AFLY aO/ 2N¥AO|l RSaAaA3IYSR &dzodz2NB Iy OKdad&KSasz {1
Steelstown, costructed almost 20 years aparthese are, perhaps the most significant

ecclesiastical structures in the city from this period.

The last decades of the 2@entury saw efforts made to mend the city through conservation
andrepairng O0dzAf RAYy3a 6SNB WAYUSNBSyilAzyaQ Ay (GKS

s SNB GNBIGSR (2 Wi RI LIGABPS NBdzAaSQo Ly FRRADG
Walled City Partnership, there are several positive examples of adaptive reciseas the

Verbal Arts Centre and Playhouse Theatre; and examples of intervention such as the
Millennium Forum or the¢ dz2 YS@& 3 hQ52¢y $f 1 dzREANBY ERE 2y DNE
Street.
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3.22 Future Developments

Repair of relationships amongst communitied! vidke time but can be assisted through

collective efforts to the repair the city centre and the centre of towns in the region.

The Foyle is a natural foguend the city of Derry a natural centre; this is a position that is

likely to be reinforced as noral city activities are allowed to resume.

The process of repair is a civilising influence on the city. The requirement for future
economies in the use of energy may also see people return to the city in greater nuasbers

transport costs rise

There ardikely to be opposing factors such as improvements in communications which also

allow development of new cottage industries in rural areas.

New regimes for maintenance and repair are to be established as envisaged by the
conservation plan for the city wlal Significant restoration projects such as the Guildhall are

to be completed. The former barracks at Ebrington are to be adapted and reused and new
interventions such as the Peace Bridge create new connecti@hese major projects, if a

sense of loal ownership can be achieved, will be significant generators of investment in the

city.

¢tKS adz00S&aa 2F GKS OAGeQa NBISYSNIGAzy Olyyzi
repair of the most not(ic)able buildings is also required to be balancedviegtinent in the

W2NRAY I NEQO® ¢2 &a2YS SEGSyd GKS LINRBINFYYS 27
Heritage Initiative begins to address this, althougtfiorts are still largely focussed on

relatively important buildings The rumber of buildings at risls stillalarmingly highwith a

proportionately greater numberthan comparable cities in the UKSource: Walled City

Partnership.)

This audit document demonstrates that heritage, is not only about significant individual
features but also features that amade up from the accumulation of many elements; the

concept of architectural Conservation Areas are a recognition of this.  Within the context of
rural heritage the loss of vernacular houses and farm building continues unabated with little

in the way ofprotection or incentive to prevent this.

Theuse of architectural conservation areas is unlikely to be appropriate in the rural context
and there are other, excellent models such as the Mourne Homesteads Project and the

Heritage Council Traditional FarBuildings schemes which provide examples of way in
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which vernacular buildings, which should form the bulk of the historic building stock, can be

protected and reused into the future at relatively little cost.

As the city infrastructure is improved into tlieture there are other threats in the form of
development along the riverside and road building, in particular, is a source of concern.
Apparently comprehensive impact assessments deal well with aspects that are measurable;
however, unprotected and intagible cultural features are less easily determined. One
cannot doubt the benefits that better communications will have to the city itself, but there is
a corresponding price to be paid in terms of impact on the rural heritage of the region.
Similar issue may not have been of concern to the™@entury engineers responsible for
building the embankment and reclaiming ground from Lough Foyle which resulted in what
G2RIFe KrFra 0SSy NBFSNNBR G2 ala 2yS 2F GKS
proposed plans for the A5 road are the opportunity for this generation to achieve a similar
feat and such an ambition would be heartening; however, even a cursory review of the
proposals suggest otherwise. It is quite clear to the writer that the impsseéssment of the
routes within the Foyle Valley, deals with the measurable, but has not understood the
profoundly negative effect that the road structure will have on the on the settings of historic
buildings and natural landscapes over a wide area. mhiswell be a price worth paying,

but needs to be recognised before it can be considered.

Road developmentay also bring about some positive effects, providing relief from existing
roads and potentially releasing space for pedestrians and cyclists awuites that benefit
from links with the landscape of the river basin. However, if such a dividend is to be realised,

wider ambitions must also be considered at an early stage.

Climate changes a major factor to be considered in the future and the areawkeen
Strabane and Bready, in particular is likely to be subject to serious flooding both from rising
sea levels and increases in rainfall. The historic patterns of building, established prior to

improvements in drainage, indicate the lands that are si.ri

Greater consideration will need to be given to the requirement for building at all and
emphasis placed on better use of existing resources. Incentives may be given for
programmes of maintenance and repair and credit given for the positive environinenta

aspects of reuse of existing buildings both in urban and rural context.

The findings of this study and the nature of development already undertaken in the city of
Derry~ Londonderry, in the early years of this century suggests that the long term fuditure o

the region may also lie in its past.
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4 A CIRCUIT OF THE EDBASIKDONEGAL REGION)

An analysis of data is provided in relation to each LCA area in turn starting soulte
movingnorthwardsfollowing thewestbank of the riverfollowing the borderpastthe city of

Derry Slopes and, finallput to Bun an Phobhaibr the mouth of the Foyle
o StJohnston~ Lifford
o Carrigans ~ Siohnston
o vdzA 3f SeéQa t2Ayd 9 . dNyF22i

o LYAaK2¢gSy I SIFR 9 vdzAa3ftSeqQa t2Ayi

Urban Area

Figurel3: DonegalLCA area&lentified for this study:7 ¢ StJohnston~ Lifford; 8¢ Carrigans- StJohnston 9
v dzA 3t S e~Marnfaot? WyfriishowenHead ~ Quigleys Point

Core Document
Foyle Landscape ProjetcHeritage Asset Aud{Donegal Region) Page69



4.1 StJohnston~ Lifford

No Landscape Character Analysis has previously been undertaken for County Donegal; preliminary

Landscape Character areas have been established specifically farrffases of this study.

The following map and text relates to the ST JOHNSTON~LIFFORD Landscape Charqasr Area

described in this study.

4
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Castlefinn
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Key Characteristics
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a{d

o flat alluvial river margins widening to form bog, now drained, at joining of tributaries at Swilly

Burn and River Deele

o gravel islands in the middle of the river and either side where historically higher river levels

formed islands with water, and later bog, in between

0 principal settlements at the principal Foyle crossing and along main, historic, roads to Derry

and to Raphoe
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0 open, with high hedgerows between fields and groups of trees concentrated around former
landed estates and shelter belts near farm buildings

Landscape Description

Land Form

The land form between St. Johnston and Lifford can generally be described as a broad, alluvial
plain, where river flows are modest. South of Lifford, the basin is much naremsiie land from
the river rises immediately and is undulating. River flow is increased. Yet the lands are cultivated,

providing continuity between the two areas.

It is also within this LCA that a decrease in tidal influence is noticed. At apprekimat
Carrickmore, the river bank width, angle and proximity of mature vegetation are the key

indicators.

Gh NRYy I yOS { dzZNBSe a S \Btatiicd RepadrtikLiedtenandl.|. WitkiBsgrt, Sekebhber
1835

NATURAL STATE

Situation & Boundaries

The parish of Clonleigh is situated in the eastern part of the codifdgregal, in the barony of Raphoe and
diocese of Derry.

It is bounded in ta north by the parish of Taughfaee, and on the west by the parishes of Raphoe and
Donaghmore, on the southy the parish of Urnegnd on the east by the River Finn and the River Foyle,
which is formed by junction of the Finn and the Mourne immediately above the Lifford Bridge..........

NATURAL FEATURES & PRODUCTIVE ECONOMY
Rivers

The Finn separates the pdrisf Clonleigh from the adjoining one of Urney in the County of Tyrone for 3
miles, flowing through an alluvial soil in a deep narrow channel. It is subject to largediubtsrely
fordable in 2 places at a depth of 6 feet, one opjgosirney House, thresidence fahe rector of that parish,
the other nearer to Lifford.

Above the bridge it meets the river Mourne flowing from the eastwards and bothtorfieem the Foyle,

which s@arates Clonleigh from the adjoining parishes of Camus and Leckpattiekciounty Tyrone for

about 4 miles. It forms several islands and, running over sand and gravel, is fordable immediately below
Lifford, and in several places the tide from the sea abesit 18 inches at the Lifford Bridge and reaches as
far as Claudyridge.

The Burndale river, a small stream rising among the mountains in the parishes of Convoy and Conwal near
Loughdale, the source of which is upwards of 860 feet above the sea, floes from west to east and, dividing
the parish of Clonleigh into 2 negequal parts, joins the Foyle 1 mile below Lifford; it is subject to floods.
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The Swilly burn rises near Raphoe and falls into the Foyle about 4 miles below Lifford.
There are a number of smallstreams and springs.............
Fisheries

There is anxcellent almon fishery belonging to theish Society in the Foyle and the Finn; the Burndale river
also affords trout.

Hills

There are no mountains in the parish but a number of small hills, most of them cultivated to the summit. The
principal one name Crohan, rises to the height of 722 feet, on which is a trigonometrical station, a pile
formed of earth and stones. The summit of Crohan is bamnerits sides so steep that the manure

necessary forutivation is carrieduponhdssda Q o6 O] 4 PPPP PP PP D P

MODERN TOPOGRAPHY
Towns: Lifford

Lifford, situated on the left bank of the Foyle............... is the only town in the parish. Here is the parochial
church and, as Lifforid also the county town of Donegal, where assizes are held twice in the yearisthe
courthouse, county house and gaol which is kept remarkably clean...........

There is a barrack for a company of infantry........ ;aninfiyma...... ;a distillery; ashatic asylum....... ;a post

Ballindrait

On the road froniifford to Raphoe is the largest village in the parish. Here a Presbyterian meeting house,
the Roman Catholic chapahd the residence of the Roman Catholic priest adjoiniageisituated on the
NEFR 0S06SSy . FfttAYRNIAG YR [AFTF2NRODE

Landscape Conditimand Sensitivity to Change

The landscape in this area is predominantly rural and of a high quality for agricultural purposes.
Urban centres, whilst compact, are well established although showing signs of neglect due to

recent preference to build houses wide urban centres.

The appearance of rural areas has been affected by recent large, genesdtiye®, one off
houses and small multiple developments. This suburban style housing is generally of poor quality
design and construction and whilst not nuroes enough to have permanently changed the rural
character of the entire area there are parts where the accumulated buildings form unsightly
ribbon development. Historic field boundaries and road verges removed to facilitate these
schemes have rarely beaminstated or landscaped in accordance with planning permissions,
increasing the essentially negative impact that the accumulation of these buildings has had on the
landscape. The demand for further similar development has reduced for the time beifge Fu

policy must emphasise the need to secure the urban centres and historic settlement patterns with
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appropriately scaled buildings and not allow misguided earlier development to set precedent for

new housing in the future.

Principles for Landscape Managent

0 Hedgerows are a strong feature of the area and should be maintained; removal of hedgerows
to facilitate fencing should not be permitted.

0o The groups of mature trees near farm buildings should be managed and new planting
introduced within established gups to ensure shelter belts and screening to large farm
buildings is maintained.

0 Some very large agricultural buildings within the landscape are effectively integrated through
the use of colour and screening. The majority of these buildings are not @dsigna specific
site and are located at a remove from houses for practical reasons. Quite large structures in
these circumstances may be permitted without planning permission, by exempted
development rules. Some consideration must also be given tontipact and visibility of
proposals in the wider landscape to prevent the risk of damage in the long term.

o0 New residential development should not be permitted save in exceptional circumstances
where need can be demonstrated and subject to strict adheremcedsign standards and

significant mitigation in the form of landscaping

Principles for Accommodating New Development

New development, may lead to the erosion of the distinctive landscape character. New modern
farm buildings are large in scale and visiblrer a wide area, colour, massing and screening must

be considered to prevent damage.

New residential development should not be permitted without proposals for screening and siting
to minimise impact in relation to the skylinend to prevent further acamulation of ribbon
development Building scale also needs to be considered andase made for -2torey

development in relation to specific landscape context and not on the basis of precedent.

Core Document
Foyle Landscape ProjetcHeritage Asset Aud{Donegal Region) Page73



ST JOHNSTON-~LIFF@RIstoric Landscape Characterisation

A review of the historical documentation relating to the landscape study area shows a number of

key historical characteristics:

The town of St Johnston itself, is included in the Carrigans~St Johnston LCA. The St
Johnston~Lifford LCA is made up of a linéaod plain very similar in character to that on the
opposite, eastern bank and backed by the distinctive shape of Binnion Hill to the west and
Croaghan Hill further south. Tributaries to the Foyle, the River Deele and the Swilly Burn cross the
study areaand, like a substantial part of the Foyle in this LCA, are protected by high earth
embankments so that the natural ground conditions here have been altered; bog land is the

natural state of lands either side rather than the grassy pasture which is wtisialg.

The medieval Mongavlin Castle located adjacent to the river was similar to Gaelic strongholds at
Dunnalong, Derry and Culmore making use of the water for both defence and communication.

Later this fortification was modified and used by the Planters

The river is still tidal at this point and easily crossed, particularly when sand banks in the river are
exposed at low tide. The river is also divided by islands in the middle of the river. In prehistoric
times the flat plains on either side of theser along this stretch would also have been inundated

with a series of small islands still visible in the landscape today.

In the early medieval period these islands, still isolated by bog and winter flooding, were used for
religious sites such as that Bdenmore to the north of Lifford. The discovery of dugout canoes
dating from the medieval period along this stretch is also an indication of the use of the river for
transport and for fishing. Whilst the river still also clearly acted as a divisadsoi®videnced by

the battle sites located above and below Lifford. The use of the river for salmon fishing was a

constant activity up until very recently; and is now strictly controlled.

The significant 18century building and landscape at Port Haflpther Michael Priestley designed
house, built for Henry Vaughan developed this theme on Palladian lines with a purpose built inlet

forming a port directly onto the river.

The river was easily navigable this far inland with shallow draft boats. Thiveetaise of access

and extensive flat lands with clay soil allowed development of several large brick fields,
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particularly around the Swilly Burn. This material was shipped downstream to Derry for use in

construction.

[ATF2NR ¢2¢Yy > shoyighadiwas thkén ahdyTurtheédxtBrkidd tby Dowcra at the
beginning of the 1% century. The town was heavily fortified to protect to the main river crossing

point above Derry.

From the 18 century, Lifford was the county town of Donegal and seat of &rand Jury, a
precursor of the County Council. Lifford Courthouse, constructed by Michael Priestley in 1736,
was the home of the Grand Jury, made up of the major local landowners. The Diamond and town

layout followed the pattern of other Plantation towsn

Smaller plantation period houses are located at Longvale/Glenfad, Porthall and Cavanacor House,
Lifford.

la 20a4SNIBBSR o6& !'fA&AGFAN w2gltys {G [dz@3FRAdzAQ
characteristic can also be observed at Ballindraitclwhivas also established by Sir Richard
Hansard. The English plantation of Lifford reflected its strategic importance at the crossing point

of the Foyle.

Significant examples of clachans still survive although, as elsewhere, these are now largely
absorbedinto single farms. Field patterns are also still clearly visible and some vernacular

buildings also survive.

The Great Northern Railway into Derry was a major engineering feature laid over the landscape,

e

although only residual features survive. Statioh pl ¥ 2 NY & dzNIA @FSa | 0 t 2NIKI €

houses along the route. Great bridge piers and a trestle bridge also still stand in the river at the
Corkan Isle. The track bed is still clearly visible in the landscape and is emphasised by trees

plantedalong the route, such a poplars next to Porthall station.

There is also a well preserved windmill at Murlough and a windmill base on the opposite side of

the Deele valley at Braade, next to Edenmore

The are a small number of distinguished structures ftben2d" century¢ these include the Liam

ad/ 2NX¥A01 RSaAIYSR OKANDKE {d tI GNARO|Qa adzNI 2 d

Core Document
Foyle Landscape ProjetcHeritage Asset Aud{Donegal Region) Page75



Lifford greyhound stadium is one of the largest structures in the area, significantly bigger than the

agricultural complexes, of whicheére are many.

There is an important landscape feature in the form of Port Hall gardens designed by James
wdzaaSftfx RSAAIYSNI 2F fFyRaolLSa 4 DEtSy@SIak |
gardens are integrated carefully into the™8enturyplanting which forms the overall structure of

the design at Port Hall.

The Landscape Character area could be subdivided further based on the topographical

characteristics highlighted by the analysis of its history of land use:

Mongavlin
Swillyburn Brickéld
Port Hall & Longvale
Clonleigh & Churchill
Lifford Bog & Islands
Lifford Town

Clady Lower Finn

O O O o o o o

These preliminary titles have not been adopted for use in this study but may assist the future

naming or subdivision of the study area based on histordcal Lise.
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ST JOHNSTON-~LIFF@RI3torical natural landscapes; geology

Coolate:

{ g 3 - g
Eiallindrait . \\ /

""' Strabane

//

Tt

Figurel5¢ Tellus Border Soil (green) & Stream (orange) Samples

The geological setting refers to the natural material state landscapehas formed without the
intervention of man. The following map and text relates to the geological setting of ST
JOHNSTON~LIFFORD Landscape Charactdr A&reaRSa ONA O SR Ay Ga¢KS aSyz)
{ dzNJ& Sublished by the Geological Survey ofdnel 1889:

oGeneral structure of the Rock of tBéstrict-The general arrangement of the strata within the
limits of the map appears to be sufficiently simple. The highest beds, consisting of slate; sericite
schist, and coarse grit, occupy a tract of coymtf which the Dooish mountains to the west of the
valley of the Foyle, and those called Gortmonly, Killymallaght, and Slievekirk to the east of this
valley, are a portion.
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GenerabDistribtition of Drift DepositsThesedeposits, consisting of boulddag, sometimes

overlain by stratified sand and gravel, are largely spread over the lower parts of the valleys leading
down into the central depression of the river Foyle, and bordering the estuary of the Swilly. From
beneath these drift covered valleys asidpes rise numerous rocky eminences almost devoid of

drift deposits. In the adjoining district to the north, and lying amongst the hills bordering the
shores of Lough Foyle, are certain calcareous clays containing marine shells, which have been
describedoy General Portlock. The principal forms being thoSauoitella terebra, Cyprina
Islandicaand Nucula oblonga (Leda pernul®ortlock considered these to be of later Tertiary age;
but Mr. Nolan regards them as belonging to the age of the boulderaridytherefore Post
Tertiarywhich extends into the district here described. As Portlock has observed, the shelly clays
are frequently overlain by stratified sand and gravel of the middle-dixifsion, and they have

been traced to levels of nearly 600 fedove the present surface of the sea, at which they become
unfossiliferous. As the formation of the lower boulder clay is generally considered to have been
brought about during an epoch of elevation, rather than of depression, as regards the present sea
level, the question arises whether these shells have not been ploughed up from-tes ssead

pushed up the slopes of the adjoining land by the greashet which, as we now know, invaded

the north of Ireland from the Scottish Highlands. The shailsdog in the clay are often

fragmental, but occasionally it is otherwise, as in the case of the delicate Nucula; and Portlock
appears to have satisfied himself that in general the shells were formed in situ, or in the position in
which they are found. Othe other hand, the beds of sand and gravel which overlies the shell clays
and rise up to levels of nearly 1,000 feet, clearly indicate a period of great depression of the land,
during which only the higher parts of the existing surface in the nortielahld were

unsubmerged. The latest period of submersion, to a depth of perhaps 20 or 35 feet relatively to the
present sedevel, is represented by the terraces of gravel along the banks of the Foyle, and by the
old raised beaches along the coast, whichtain numerous marine shells.

METAMORPHIC ROGHIETAILED DESCRIPTION
Strabane District

Schistosdedsg Nearly the whole area is occupied by metamorphic schists with bands of

limestone. The schists vary in character but slightly, passing from misatseathloritic schist or
guartzose schist, the change being so gradual that it is difficult to draw any decided boundary
between these varieties. In some few places, however, the beds are decidedly quartzose,............. as
also N.E. of Ballindrait, whethere are two narrow bands.

Metamorphic Limestone Bands of metamorphic limestone are rather numerous in this
district..........occuveee. West of the River Foyle, at Ratteen Upper, a broad band of similar limestone is
seen at the base of Binnion, dipg N. at

10°, and a small exposure, of probably the same band, occurs at the top of the hill, and a little
further W. it appears to be cut out on the west and east by a fault.

We have now to refer to the Longvale limestone quarry, which appears to beodtdargely used

in this district. The beds dip N.E. at 40°, and consist of fine crystalline blue limestone with

numerous veins of white calcite. When burnt it makes excellent lime, and is said to be far superior

to that made from the Castlecaldwell (deermanagh) limestone. The Londonderry Gas Company
FLILISENI G2 6S GKS OKASTQ O2yadzYSNAR 2F GKS tAYS
5NHzyf SSYyS> RALIAY3IA bd9d G wpe T faz {o® 2F /|
N.E.aH né¢ o hy GKS bod at2LIS 2F / NRIFIAKIFY | Aff (VAN
the Hill Head of Castletown another small band of this rock occurs................
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DRIFT DEPOSIRAISED BEACHES, AND TERRACES AND RECENT ACCUMULATION

StrabaneDistrict

Boulder Clay, Sand, a@tavelg Light deposits of boulder clay occur on each side of the River
C28fS> YR INB 2F y2 LI NUOAOdzZ I NJ AYLRNIFYyOSdé
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Figurel6 ¢ St Johnston~Lifford historical geological mappihg89 (c) GSI
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ST JOHNSTON-~LIFFQ@RI3torical natural landscapes; ecology

Information on the ecology is available from a variety of sources. In addition to NPWS data,
current sources include references relating to protected sites. The following patgrs aof
overview of these with a synopsis confirming the significant features written by ecologist Ralph

Sheppard.

The following maps and text relate to the Biodiversity Profile of ST JOHNSTON LIFFORD Landscape

Character Area.

An analysis of St Johnstorffdrid Ecology by Ralph Sheppard

St Johnston to Lifford

The long stretch of tidal river from St Johnston upstream to Lifford, and then along the River Finn
as far as Castlefinn, is less varied than its length might suggest. The Foyle itself is droad an
stately throughoutg a slow flowing lowland river, tidal but noticeably so. The lower Finn is similar,

but above the reach of tidal influences. Floodplains extend out for most of the length.

1 The short stretch above St Johnston has little in the wathefloodplain that broaden out to
the south, but paradoxically, it has what is probably the finest reedbed in the whole Foyle
system. This impenetrable expanse of pristine habitat is almost certain to provide a refuge
for some specialised wildlife, ings@nd aquatic plants in particular, although there has been
little close investigation to see exactly what. What is fair to say, unfortunately, is that the
region is so far removed from areas supporting frequent large reedbeds, that many of the
specialied species present in Britain, and even in southern Ireland, or the Lough Neagh area,
may well be absent. But that, from a local perspective, is all the more reason to ensure that
what we do have is protected. Fortunately, the SAC intended primarilsoteg the Atlantic
Salmon, includes the fringing reedbeds wherever they are present. And they are also covered

by a proposed Natural Heritage Area designation.

2 The broader areas of floodplain, especially at the mouth of the Swilly Burn, and at Porthall,
are very attractive to the wintering flocks of Whooper Swans and Greylag Geese, mentioned
under the Carrigans to St Johnston section. Here they are opposite the important site at

Grange, in Co. Tyrone.
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3 The Finn is different in that the floodplain, althdughuch narrower than that of the Foyle,
floods. There are protective levees, but high water regularly overtops or bypasses them each
winter. Unfortunately the results is neither fish nor fowithe flooded fields make things
difficult for the farmers, btuiare not flooded for long enough or extensively enough to bring in
those species which specialise in such conditions. But they can act as casual habitat for small
parties of Whooper Swans, Lapwing and other waterfowl. In an ideal world, it would not be
difficult to engineer both better flood protection for farmers, and some really good areas of

marsh habitats.

4 As with the other Landscape Character Area (LCA) to the north, Carrigans to St Johnston, this
stretch of river is designated as a Specialadoé Conservation (SAC) for the protection of

Atlantic Salmon and Otter.

5 Woodlands are very limited along the Foyle. There is some willow scrub mixed in with the
areas of reedbeds, and a sliver of good riverine woodland extending from the northern end of

Corkan Isle.

The following maps, available on the NPWS website indicate the protected areas that are located

within the LCA study region. There are significant areas of protection along the Foyle shoreline.

Core Document
Foyle Landscape ProjetcHeritage Asset Aud{Donegal Region) Pages2



Figurel7 ¢ 002301River Finn SAC & 001129 Feddyglass Woods pNHA
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Ballindrait . .\
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Figurel8¢ National Parks & Wildlife Service Biodiversity mapping showing woodland SAC & ASSI (c) OSI

Coillte District N1 - Donegal

Legend

@ N1_Towns

B Coillte Properties
|:| Forest Boundary
D District Boundary
D Counties

Figure19 ¢ Coillte Donegal Properties
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Figure20¢ Coillte Map Viewer; woodlands; note absence of cross border information (c)OSI
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ST JOHNSTON-~LIFF@R3torical cultural landscape; Barony

Qlosian

‘\..\\ f |
T RlmhBrid

N o usglas Bl 3

Figure21 ¢ the St Johnston to Lifford LCA is located withiretkastern part of the Barony of Raphoe marked in green
2y UKAEA tKAfALIQa !'dfla al Ll mydtd

The barony divisions in Ireland often relate to areas of government that were established in the

medieval period.

Thebaron2 ¥ wl LIK2S O2 NNB & LI2 ylfha soiiré ofth@ Baghg Hir&anell. f | y Ra
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ST JOHNSTON-~LIFF@RI3torical cultural landscape; Civil Parishes

TheParishof Clonleigh is shown on the map below . The Parish boundary follows the western

edge of the St Johnston~Lifford Landscape Character(Aa).

Taughbmme

Raphoe
Parish

Donaghmore
Parish

Urney
Parish
Figure22 ¢ Clonleigh Parish. Source: ancestry.com
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ST JOHNSTON~LIFFQ@RI3torical cultural lardscape; Townlands

The following is a list of townlands within ti@onleigh parish. Not all of these are located within
the St Johnston~LiffordCA

Clonleigh Parish

Aghawee
Ardnaglass
Ardnasool
Back Hill
Back Land
Ballindrat
Ballybogan
Ballylast
Ballymonaster
: Ballynabreen
10. Birdstown
11. Black Rock

No oo h~owhPRE

© o

12. Boyagh

13. Braade

14. Calhame

15. Camus

16. Carricknaslate
17 Cavan

18 Cavanacor
19 Churchtown
20. Cloghfin

21. Coneyburrow
22. Coolatee

23. Cokanisle
24, Croaghan

25 Curraghalane
.26 Dooros

27. Dromore
28. Drumboy
29. Druminaw
30. Drumleene
31. Drumnaha
32. Edenmore
33. Glebe

34. Glencash
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35.
36.

37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44,
45.

46.
47.
48.
49.
50.
51.
52.
53.
54.
55.
56.
57.
58.
59.
60.
61.
62.
63.
64.
65.
66.
67.
68.
69.
70.
71.
72.
73.
74.

Glenfad
Glensmoaill

Gort
Gortgrannagh
Gortin North
Gortinreagh
Gortin South
Gortnagole
Gortnavilly
Guystown

Haw

Hollands

Island Beg
Island More
Keeloges
Kilmonaster Lower
Kilmonastet Middle
Kilnpark
Leggandorragh
Legnabraichka Cunninghamstown
Legnaneale
Lifford

Lifford Beg
Lifford Common
Liskey
Lurganshannagh
Mass Beg

Mass Hall

Mass More
Millsessiagh
Moneen
Mullaghanny
Mulnagung
Mulnaveagh
Murlough

New Row
Porthall
Portinure
Rossgeir
Shannon Lower
Shannon Middle
Sheercloon
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75.
76.
77.
78.
79.
80.
81.
82.
83.
84.
85.
86.
87.

Sixty Acres
Springhill
Tamnawood
Tieveboy
Tirkeeran
Tironeill
Toberoneill
Townparks
Tyleford
Unshinagh Lower
Unshinagh Upper
Wood

Wood Island
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ST JOHNSTON-~LIFF@RI3torical cultural landscape; Administratiog

Poor Law Union, Dispensary Districts & District Electoral Divisions

Themap shows administrative boundaries in the™l@entury. This Landscape Character Asea

located in the Strabane Poor Law Union; Strabane was the location of the nearest workhouse.
The dispensary district was Lifford; the dispensary was located in the Main Street.

Today, Lifford is in the Stranorlar District electoral division.

Strabane
Poor Law
Union

Limavady
Poor Law
Union

Koy

Figure23 ¢Poor Law Unions & Dispensary Districts
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ST JOHNSTON~LIFFQ@RI3torical cultural & built landscape; historical

survival

Figure24 ¢ Map of Ireland 1580 TCD MS1209/1 (c) Trinity College Dublin

Figure25¢wA OKF NR . F NIt SddQa a! DS Ndnify CAlyamubh LIGA2Y 2F | £ adSNE
Of the available late c16/ early c17 mappiRichard I NI f SGdQa YI L) 02y il Aya
river islands are shown in both mapso 2 @S & FNIESiGQa YL akKz2ga
oFadA2ySR 2dzif AyS 2F G[AFTFSNEO® Ge¢KS {FEfY2Yy (
Lifford; historically the best fishing due to the shallow depth of water and with the combined

salmon populatin of the Deele, Finn & Mourne river complexes migrating past this point.
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Figure26 ¢ A map of the Lyfford ¢1600 Source: UK Public record Office ©Crown Copyright

GeKS 02y i STEF MNIZNE Wit L) &K2 64 aadife Situdtion tisréondR  + & A

A ¢ The most fair green walking place or place of arms amidst the quarters

B¢ The great fort and two iron pieces

C¢/ FLIiFAY 'il1AyazyQa K2dzaS ySFENI GKS aINBFG F2NI
D¢ The storehouse or magazine

E¢ The river flowing from Dunalorand running upwards beyond Strabane

F¢ A little forte newly made for corps de garde

G the old fort which the enemy kept err it was won

H ¢ The Englishmen cabins or quarters as well the footmen and the horsemen as they lodge

Ic¢ KS L NR a K Yidserad fdodzl NI S N&

K¢ A little brook of water and bog which doth impale the quarter from one to the other and fortifieth the
same by nature

L¢ The way to go out of the north side of the fort

M ¢ Fair meadow to Strabane but great hills beyond and of alksjgleat turf lands and woods
N ¢ The granary house and corps de garde of the other fort

O¢ The landing place to unload such stores as are sent up from the Derry

On the north side of the Lifford are very high mountains as well as on the-sidatbut theplace itself and
Fo2dzi + YAES Ay O2YLI &aa&a A& OSNEB FIANE 26 YR
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Figure27¢2 At £ Al Y a O/ NJ51801a SoardeNdgairin.iem T dc
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accurate, the detail is selective. The extract above marks Mongavlin, Port Hall, Glenfad/ Longvale,

the Corkan Isle. The extract below shows Edenmore, Islandmore and Lifford.
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Figure30 ¢ Clonleigh Abbey/ Church Hill marked circa 1900 (c) OSI
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Figure31¢ Creaghadoos circa 1835 (c) OSI

Figure32 ¢ Creaghadoos aerial view (c) Google
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Figure33 ¢ Creaghadoos Upper (c) Google Streetview
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Figure34 ¢ Brickfield Farm circa 1835)(©SI
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Figure35 ¢ Brickfield Farm aerial view (c) Google

Figure36 ¢ Brickfield Farm (c) Google Streetview
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Figure37 ¢ Brickfield farm; former brickfields

The first editionOrdnance Survey, completed from ¢1835 onwards, is the earliest comprehensive

accurately scaled mapping undertaken in the country.

These maps provide an insight into land use almost 200 years ago. Maps above, show detail of the
old Clonleigh parish churchbriginally located on an island. The shape of the island can still be

traced in the outline of field patterns despite the absence of contour lines from these maps

These maps are also invaluable in tracing the age and extent of vernacular clachan settleme
which survive throughout the southern section of the Foyle basin to a surprising extent.
Comparison with the % edition map with a recent aerial view of Creaghadoos shows large
surviving elements of this traditional clachan settlement; field patteamsl some building
clusterswhich appear to be well preserved. The view at ground level is often more difficult to
decipher. The Streetview extract above reveals surviving fragments of vernacular buildings, which
the maps suggest are more than 200 yeald. o Adjacent areas are also revealed that have

recently been cleared to facilitate new development.

The final example, Brickfield Farm, is a fin& &8ntury vernacular house set adjacent to mature
woodland. This surviving pastoral scene conceals eantieistrial activity. The historical mapping
shows the relationship of the brickfields and the river navigation iht® $willy Burn and a small

dockadjacent to the existing County road.
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ST JOHNSTON~LIFFORMDistorical cultural & built landscape; lared

estates

Figure38 ¢ Port Hall circa 1835 (c) OSI
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Figure40 ¢ Clonleigh house circa 1835 (c) OSI
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Figure41 ¢Clonleigh House 2005 (c) OSI

First edition Ordnance Survey magidow the extent of demesne lands associated with landed
estates. Houses and planted landscapes are shown as are associated outbuildings. Porthall can be
seen to be intact with new formajardens to the south of the house. Clonleigh house has been

less fortunate and there is only fragmentary survival of the built fabric today.
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ST JOHNSTON-~LIFFQ@RI3torical built landscape; Urban Settlement

Lifford is a significant example of a plation town. Esdblished initially as military settlement,

RdZNAY3 GKS tflyalraAaz2y LSNA2R (KS 26y o6 a Safi

generous house plots supplemented with burgage plots and grazing on the periphery of the town,
Town Paks & Lifford Common. The town was also provided with a court house and gaol. The
courthouse was also the place where the Grand Jury sat. The grand jury was a precursor of the
County Council, made up of a selection of local landlords, who were the Auttalrity in relation

to local roads, policing and taxation. The gaol was moved to a new much bigger building at the
edge of the Diamond in the early 1 @entury. These facilities and its location close to the most
fertile and valuable areas of land the County were reasons for Lifford becoming the centre of

administration for County Donegal.

Ballindrait, technically outside the spatial extent of this Landscape Character Area has been
included here because of its historical connection with Richands&éta and the settlement of
Lifford during the Plantation period. The village is laid out out with a strong urban form, with the
Diamond at its centre. Like many other Plantation towns, its site was chosen to make best use of

the natural resources whiclvere available and a milling complex is located close to its centre.

Figure42 ¢ Ballindrait circa 1835 (c) OSI

Core Document
Foyle Landscape ProjetcHeritage Asset Aud{Donegal Region) Pagel04



Figure43 ¢ Lifford circa 1835 (c) OSI
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ST JOHNSTON-~LIFFQ@RI3torical built landscapesignificant sites

Prehistoric Sites
o None highlighted
Ecclesiastical Buildings & sites

0 Ecclesiastical site: Edenmore Enclosure (DGO0700200%); Church (DGO07002002);
Architectural Fragment (DG0D2003); CrossSlab (DGO7#002004); Graveyard (DGO071
002005) and Ecclesiastical Site (DG@OR0O06)

0 Ecclesiastical site: ChurchtownGraveyard (DG0790900%1); Stone Head (DGO79002)
and Church (DG073B09003)

o Lifford, Church of St Lugadius (NIAH & RPS 40800801)

o Lifford, Church Hall (NIAH & RPS 4082)8

o {0 tIFIGNARO]1 Q& / KdzNOKXZ adz2N¥ 2dzZ3K obL! Il 9 wt{ nnc¢
0 Chapel of Ease St Columba (COl), Craigdooish (NIAH & RPS 40906303)

Figure44 - Clonleigh Church, Edenmore
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Figure45 - Clonleigh ecclesiatical € Edenmore
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Figure47 ¢ Creaghadoos chapel of ease

Medieval Sites & Buildings

o Mongavlin: Fortified House (DG0G689---)
0 Druminaw: Ringfort (DG07101---)

o Lifford, Townparks: Historic Town (DGEJQ8--); Church (DGO0720800%); Graveyard
(DG071008003); House (DGO#208004); Town defence (DG074008005); DG071008006;
Wall monumentg, Effigial (DGO7-D0800%)

o Croaghan Hilfort, Lifford
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Figure48- Mongavlin Castle.

Figure49 ¢ Croaghan Hillfort

PostMedieval Sites

o Old Courthouse, Lifford (NIAH & RPS 40800806)
o0 Bridge Street House (NIAH & RPS 40800812)
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Figure50¢ Lifford Old Courtlouse

Battle Sites
o0 Refer to the description of the Foyle Valley LCA
Vernacular Buildings

o0 Rehab Hostellifford (NIAH & RPS 40800813)
o Thatched House Lifford
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Figure51 ¢ scallop thatched house, Lifford
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o

BallyduffHouse, Lifford (NIAH & RPS 40800814)
o Longvale House, Porthall

o Cavanacor House (NIAH & RPS 40907026)

o Port Hall (NIAH & RPS 40907113)

o Edenmore House (NIAH & RPS 40907813)
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Figure52 ¢ Longvale House, Porthall

Figure53 ¢ Cavanacor House, Ballindrait
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Figure54 ¢ Port Hall, entrance to driveway

Figure55 ¢ Port Hall driveway on Hall side
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Figure56 ¢ Port Hall, former Port side

Manses/Rectories

o None highlighted

Mansion Houses & Estate Buildings

o None highlighted

Historic Parks & Gardens/Demesnes

o Port Hallc James Russell designed2fentury garden
Schools

o None highlighted

Institutional Buildings: Prisons, Workhouses & Hospitals
o Garda Station, Lifford (NIAH & RPS 40800810)
Commercial Buildings

o None highlighted

Military Structures/Defence Heritage

o None highlighted
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Industrial Landscapes

o Windmill, Murlough (NIAH 40907001)
o Corn Mill, Unshinagh Lower (NIAH 40907912)

Coastal Works/Maitime Structures

o Foyle & Swilly Burn flood embankments

Figure57 ¢ Swilly Burn
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Figure58 ¢ Foyle flood embankment, Port Hall

Infrastructure ¢ roads, canals & railways

o Porthall Railway Station (NIAH 409Q5)

o Railway Trestle Bridges to Corkan Isle.

o Clady Bridge (NIAH & RPS 40907914)

Core Document
Foyle Landscape ProjetcHeritage Asset Aud{Donegal Region) Pagell6



Figure59 ¢ route of Great Northern railway adjacent to the former Porthall sation

Figure60 ¢ Clady Bridge
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ST JOHNSTONFFORIQ Key to significant heritage assets

Key

Medieval bulldings
Post medieval sites and bulldings
Ecclesiastical bulldings and sites

« Vernacular bulldings

» Gentleman’s houses
|nstitutional bulldings: Prisons & hospitals
Industral landscapes

« |nfrastructure; Roads, canals and railways
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ST JOHNSTON~LIFF@Pisual Landscape: Spatial Context

Photography

As evident in the photograph below, even at locations where river activity is high, structures have
been placed substantially back from thel G S NI &ue $oRtBeSextent of areas that are
historically prone to floodinglong this section of the Foyl€eThis results in an uninterrupted green

swath flanking the riverbank; an atypical and positive visual amenity.

When the river is visible frorthe primary northsouth routes of travel (N14 / R265), the lands
between the roadway and the river are visually sensitive to changes in the landscape. Where the

river is not visible, visual impact is typically reduced, depending on setting.

As the Foyle &sin north and south of Lifford exhibits different physical characteristics, it is
important to reinforce the connectivity in any future amenity development. Links can be forged
through natural assets, or by means of historic rural industry (i.e. theplag between the mill

complexes up river and the boat landings further down).
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Figure61 ¢ Port Hall & Porthall House showing salmon boats pulled up along the river. Source: Donegal County
Archives
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Figure62 ¢ Mongavlin Castle from the Foyle; Dublin Penny Journal 1836urce: Carrigans & St Johnston Historical
Society

Figure63 ¢ Binnion Hill from the Derry~Lifford road
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Figure64 ¢ Corkan Isle trestle bridge

Figure65 ¢ Corkan Isle from the bridge with riverine woodland on the margins of the western bank
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ST JOHNSTONFFORI Visual Landscape: Painting Maps & Images

(25)

Ennigtrahull
o

Publirked ar the Aa direcsr, by Rob.Saya leJohn Beannell 112 1776

Figure66 ¢ Scale, Bernard. 1776. An Hibernian Atlas. London
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ST JOHNSTON~LIFF@Rritten Landscape: prose, poem & song

Folklore& Oral Narratives
Half Hung McNaghten as debe in Wikipedia:

GW2KY al QBIZBRKE 8Y -Roy ¥ & @b I K G Sl lagdlowinerf y | y3f 2
gambler and convicted murderer. The more romantic versions of the tale portray MacNaghten's
victim Mary Ann as his lover whose marriage was forbidddmebyverbearing father. But in

reality MacNaghten was a stalker from whom Andrew Knox was protecting his daughter.

MacNaghten was born into a landed Angitish family and attended Raphoe Royal school in

County Donegal. In 1740 he inherited his famitgtesvorth £500 a year and that same year

entered Trinity College, Dublin. MacNaghten married the sistlaw of the first earl of

Massereene. However, he was quickly enamoured of the extravagant lifestyle of Ascendancy
Dublin where he became a populardacolourful character. He developed an addiction to gambling
and squandered away a large part of his inheritance, running up substantial gaming debts and by

1750 was threatened with arrest.

Following the death of his wife in childbirth, he was appointethé lucrative post of tax collector

for Coleraine but gambled away £800 of the King's money. His estate was sequestered and by 1760
he was penniless. He gained support trying to help overcome his addiction from a childhood friend,
Andrew Knox. Knox wasaealthy landowner and MP for Donegal who lived on an estate at

Prehen about 2 miles outside the City of Derry. Mary Ann was Knox's i@d/daughter, she was
already a substantial heiress having received some £6,000 and would have collected a further
legacy if her brother died without issue. MacNaghten and Mary Ann developed a relationship as

the former visited Prehen regularly. Nonetheless by 1761 their relationship had run into difficulties.

In November 1761, an attempt by MacNaghten and his follewe abduct Mary Ann from a

carriage on a family journey to Dublin Parliament and elope with her failed, when he shot and

mortally wounded her by mistake. A court found MacNaghten guilty of murder and he was

sentenced to execution by hanging. MacNaghtardd himself from the gallows with such force

that the rope broke. He had the sympathy of the crowd who believed this was divine intervention

for a man distraught with grief over the death of his love. Despite the belief that MacNaghten

could not be hangd for a second time, he failed to use the cover of a sympathetic crowd to make
322R KAa Sal0FLS FyR gta KIFIy3aISR adz00SaavdzZte I
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At Lifford they camoin their confluence;

From thence to Derry in full streams they flow,

And guard the south of Derry from the foe.

Horror and death our flying troops pursue,

The Irish horse our scattered forces slew;

They intercept our troops from Castlefinn,

With deathand slaughter and their country win;

Brave Wigton of Raphoe at the long causey
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Croaghan Hill

Croaghan Hill (217m OD), located west of Lifford, consists of the sumaniidgec. 8km in length

and up to 3km in width, extending in a northeastuthwest direction and stretching between the
towns of Lifford and Castlefinn respectively. It is also located west of and parallel to the River Finn
and the N15 roadway. Croaghdtill has several mythological attachments as well as some
important archaeological sites located at its summit. It is likely that the present N15 road is the
modernday representation of a very ancient and important rowtay that led north from
Connaughtcrossed the river Erne @th Senaigh(Ballyshannon), passed on throuBlernas Mor
(Barnesmore Gap), ultimately leading towawlteach Derry, Inishowen and other parts of the

north of Ireland (O Lochlainn 1940, 467).

Cruachan Droma Lighé@roaghan H) is significantly the place whef@onall Gulbais said in the

Echtra Conaill Gulbajrto have finally defeated th&Jlaidc (1 KS | fUi RIS RNIELINNEE 2
Donegal (Lacy, 2004). Ladyidv G NI} OSa (GKS F2f { t 2 Nater buaessdulyr I (4 SR
fighting a whole series of battles all around Donegal, Conall and his brothers made their final stand
against theUlaid at Cruachan Droma LighenConall was wounded from his previous encounters

with the Ulaidand, initially, could not take pamithe battle. However, when his brotheGairpre,

Enna and Eogharexhausted from all their previous battles, seemed as if they were to be

Core Document
Foyle Landscape ProjetcHeritage Asset Aud{Donegal Region) Pagel25



defeated, Conall rose dramatically from his sickbed and gained victory faJitheill As a result

of his successZonall was permitted to divide up the territory of Donegal among the brothers and,
he did so from the top ofCruachan Droma Ligheand thusdetermined the geography of its
WFdzdzNBQ LREAGAOLIE FFFFIANRQO®

Lacy ipid.) notes that the namédruim Lighens nowpreserved in that of Drumleene townland,

which isc. 4km north of the Croaghan Hill ridge on the north side of the river Deele. The townland
comprises the northern side of a large hill otherwise known as Dromore. This separation in
modern times of Drumleem and Croaghan Hill seems problematical however, an anEiaim
LighenwSa il 6SQ YIFe KIFE@S 2NAIAylLffe aAGNBGOKSR TFNR
include the whole of Dromore Hill and the Croaghan Hill ridlgje.). The area would have been

linked by a predecessor of the road, which, today, extends from Drumleene to the foot of
Croaghan Hill, crossing the Deele at Ballind#ilé an Droichid(ibid.). This road passes, at its
southern end, the townland of Ballynabreen, which as suggesteldwb may have royal
associations in early medieval timéisid.). Drumleene is also believed to have been the birthplace

of the two sons of Niall Noigiallach, Conall and Eéghe eponyms of the Cenél Conaill and Cenél
nEogain, the peoples of whom domted Donegal throughout the early medieval period and who,

02ttt SOUAQPStes 6SNB | oitdf).t SR GKS W' N bSAftt 27F
The Iron Age in Donegal is largely represented by many fine objects of personal adornment and
collections such as the carved stoheads from the Barony of Raphoe. It is also likely that the

hillfort (DG076074---) located on Croaghan Hill was occupied at this time. Indeed this site has a
lengthy period of use since it also contains a cairn and passage tomb dating to the Neolithic
period. The former site is situated on the summit of the hill, which it exploits, and it dominates an

extensive area including the ancient territory of thkagh Itha

During the early medieval period, the area defined as Co. Donegal and western partg picde.

were under control of the Cenél Eoghain and Cenél Conaill. Lacy (2004) notes that the ford at
Cloitech (Clady), which may have been protected on its western (or Cenél Conaill) side from the
hillfort on Croaghan Hill, was the location of a signifidaattle in 789AD, when the Cenél nEogain
effectively destroyed the power of the Cenél Conaill and expelled them from this area of Donegal

60j J/2NNIAY MPTHI MTOP® ¢KS F2NRRI2Z2NOD AWi S TFFSOSI
territory from whik OK G KS / Sy St y9s3F Ay 02dzZ R Fddl Ol GKS
control over what are now the western parts of Co. TyrdRather than approaching Cenél Conaill

from the direction of their original homeland in Inis EGgain to the north, the esggrs, Cenél

nEdgain, successfully attacked from the east on several occasions throughout the eighth century.
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West of the bend on the river Finn, at the foot of the Croaghan Hill ridge is the dderohach

Mor Maige nitha(Lacy 1983; 2004)Although here are no remaining surface traces, a church
allegedly founded by St. Patrick was noted by Tireech&90AD(Bieler 1979, 161),ral is also

mentioned in other sources such as thetulaein the Book of Armaghilidb> wmy nuvo 2 F Wy
thancd y n n brlesEdw@rdsk2000, 12) as well as in the |akepartite Life(Stokes 1887, 150

1).

At the north-eastern side of the Croaghan Hill ridge is the site of the monastic churCluain
Laoigh(Clonleigh) (Lacy 1983). The church was dedicated, in lates tanleast, to St. Cairnech,

and it seems that Domnach Mor Maige nltha was also dedicated to the same saint (O Floinn 1995,
129-31). Lacy (2004) notes that according to a poem inBhek of Fenaghsometime before the
eleventh century, the church aluan Laoighwas granted the land dbruim Lighenwhich was
aFrAR (2 KIFE@S 0SSy t20FGSR G4 Yy AYLRNIFYG 02dzy
the borders ofCenél nEogaiand Cenél Conai(Hennessy & Kelly 1875, 395 Druim Ligherhas
important mythological associations. Erc, the mythical mother figure of both Cenél nEogain and
Cenél Conailt because she was said to have been wife to both Muiredach son of Eogan and,
subsequently, to Fergus son of Condid; 334-5) - was said to have ovad Druim Ligherat one

point. In that story, it was Erc who galeuim Ligherin her will toCairnechof Cluain Laoighin
addition, it is claimed that it was abDruim Lighenthat the mythical Ith, whose name is
commemorated irMag nltha was said to havbeen killed or fatally wounded (Dinneen 1908; 56

7).
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19" CenturyGazetteers
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RAPHOE, county of DONEGAL, and province of ULSTER, 1 mile (W.) from Strabane, and 102 (N. by
W.) from Dublin, on the road from Strabane to Letterkenny; containing 5941 inhabitants, of which
number, 1096 are in the town.

This place, formerly called Ballyduff and Liffer, and of which the parish still retains its ancient name

of Clonleigh,wasfri RA&AGAYy3JdzA aKSR Fa GKS NBaARSyOS 27F
KFR I adNRy3 OFadGfS KSNBX Ay 6KAOK alydza hQ52y
prisoner for the last, eight years of his life by his own son Calvagh, dipccirol® | dzZ2 K hQ52Yy
called Red Hugh, in 1596, entertained in this castle Don Alonzo Copis, emissary of Philip IIl. of

Spain, who had been sent to ascertain the state of Ireland previously to the embarkation of a

Spanish force for its assistance again€§th9 y 3t AaK® Ly wmMcnnX bAlf DI NDI
abandoned the cause of Hugh, led 1000 men of the English garrison of Derry to this place, which,

from the previous destruction of its castle, was defended only by ramparts of earth and a shallow
ditch.Ontls | LILINR I OK 2F GKS 9y3IftAaKI (GKS 3IFNNRazy 2
encamped

within two miles of it, and the English took possession of the post, which they fortified with walls of
ai2ySo® bAlFt hQ52y Stttz | TS hdioh ®RnG plases ébgedvingK | R St |
some disorder in the camp of Hugh, advised the English to attack it; but after an obstinate battle,

AY 6KAOK Ylyeé gSNB (AftfSR 2y 020K aARSasx GKS 9
soon after led his foes into Connaught to oppose the young Earl of Clanrickarde.

Under the protection of this English fortress the present town first arose, and in 1603 had attained

such importance that a market was granted by Jas. I. to Sir Henry Docwra, Knt., goveonghof L

Foyle. In 1611, the village of Liffer, with the fortress and about 500 acres of land adjoining, were,

on the settlement of Ulster, granted by Jas. I. to Sir Richard Hansard, with right to hold two fairs in

the town, on condition that he should witHire years assign convenient portions of land to 60

inhabitants for the erection of houses with gardens, and 200 acres for a common, and that he

should also set apart 100 acres for the keep of 50 horses, should His Majesty think proper to place

a garrisonof horse in the town. The same monarch, in the 10th of his reign, granted to the
AYKEOAGLIYGA  OKFNISNI 2F AYyO2NLRNI A2y > dzy RSNJ
I 2YY2ylLtde 2F (GKS . 2NRdzZAK 2F [AFESNE:Y FTNRBY GKA

The town is situated in a beautiful valley at the base of an extensive range of mountains, and on
the western bank of the river Foyle, over which is a stone bridge of twelve arches leading into the
county of Tyrone. It consists of two streets, and aimst 161 houses, of which several are neat and
well built: the market and fairs have been discontinued. There are infantry barracks for 3 officers
and 54 norcommissioned officers and privates. A penny post to Strabane has been established,
and there is @onstabulary police station in the town. The corporation by the charter consisted of a
warden, 12 free burgesses, and an indefinite number of freemen, assisted by two sexjeants
mace and other officers. The warden, who was also clerk of the market,nwaally elected from

the free burgesses, who were chosen for life from the commonalty or freemen by a majority of
their own body, by whom also the freemen were admitted and the serjedmtsce and other

officers appointed. The borough returned two mensoierthe Irish parliament till the Union, when

it was

disfranchised.
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A court of record for the recovery of debts to the amount of £3. 6. 8. was granted by the charter to
be held weekly before the warden; but no proceedings appear to have issued foom libiig

period; the corporation seems to have ceased to exercise any other municipal function except that
of returning members to the Irish parliament, and since the Union it has become quite extinct. The
assizes and December quarter sessions are héte itmwn. The courhouse and county gaol is a

very spacious and handsome building in the castellated style; the former is well adapted for
holding the various courts; and the latter, which is divided into six wards, is well arranged for
classification, ad capable of receiving 124 prisoners; the men are employed in breaking stones
and in pounding bones for manure, for which there is a large demand, and the women in
needlework, spinning, and washing; there is a good school, and the discipline and @teniomy

have been recommended to the imitation of the managers of other prisons.

The parish, which is also called Clonleigh, comprises, according to the Ordnance survey, 12,517%5
statute acres, of which 153 are in the tideway of the river Foyle, and 1ar82pplotted under

the tithe act and valued at £8520 per annum. The principal seats are Clonleigh, the residence of the
Rev. W. Knox; and Cavanacor, of B. Geale Humfrey, Esq. The river Foyle is navigable for vessels of
20

tons from Derry to this placeh@ living is a rectory, in the diocese of Derry, and in the patronage of
the Bishop: the tithes amount to £840, and the glebe comprises 427 acres, of which 177 are
uncultivated land. The church is a neat edifice of stone with a square tower, and cantains
monument to Sir Richard Hansard and Dame Anne, his wife, enumerating his various benefactions
to the town. In the R. C. divisions the parish forms the head of a union or district, comprising also
the parish of Camuixta-Morne: the chapel, within a milef the town, is a neat edifice. There is a
place of worship for Presbyterians in connection with the Synod of Ulster, of the second class.
About 450 children are taught in seven public schools, of which one is endowed by Sir Richard
Hansard with £30 perrm. for a master and £20 for an usher, to be appointed by the Bishop of

Derry, who is visiter; the parochial schools are partly supported by a bequest of the late Lord Erne
and by the Rector, and another is supported by the Creighton family. There afi@ualgavate

schools, in which are about 80 children, and a Sunday school. Mr. Blackburn, in 1806, bequeathed
£200, the interest of which he appropriated to be annually distributed among poor householders,
but the legacy has not yet been made availabléh®opurpose.

There are remains of three religious houses, at Ballibogan, Churchminster, and Clonleigh; the
monastery of Cluanleodh, according to Archdall, was founded at a very early period by St. Columb,
and St. Carnech was bishop and abbot of thial#disthment in 530.

Lifford gives the titles of Baron and Viscount to the family of Heévéitt
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ST JOHNSTON-~LIFF@MR@aview of findings & recommendations

Thesignificant surviving heritage assets within the St Johnston~Lifford LCA can be grouped under

the following headings:
o0 Building materiat, brickfields & gravel beds
o Clachang survival of significant features at Creaghadoos and others
0 / KdZNOKY { i [dz3I RAdzAQ [/ KdzZNOK [ATFTF2NRT [/ f2yf SA
o Institutional: Lifford Old Courthouse
o DSyt SYI y QandsdapeRarSHall g f
o0 Plantation houses: Cavanacor, Longvale

o Natural: salmon grounds & habitat for otters; reedbeds at St Johnston; floodplains and
wintering birds at Swilly Burn and Porthall; riverine woodland at the Corkan Isle.

A number of possible riskreas have also been identified:

o Vernacular buildingsg significant attrition to buildings & settings due to lack of recognition
of their importance and absence of protection

0 Mongavlin castle; the standing remains of this building are in a poor condiaod in need
of consolidation

o {U [dzAI RAdza Q OdasizNOenagd to \biitirigsh Within the seems to be an
ongoing problem and the church building in particular has been targeted on a number of
occasions and irreparable damage caused to elementshef building and graveyard
monuments

o Gravel extraction from the river and associated island formations

Existing tourism uses &pportunities

o Port Hallg Michael Priestley designed house in private ownership with but with potential for
public access to thgardens; access from the river would allow boat tours from the Derry
city centre

o Shore & Railway cycling walking routgesedundant railway trackbed would allow public
walking and cycleway connecting Lifford to Derry. The existing cycleway which fdilows t
main roads is not well used due to relatively narrow roads and fast vehicle traffic

o Cavanacor & Longvatehouses established in the Plantation period both with public access
to an art gallery and bed & breakfast accommodation respectively
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o Lifford Couthouse ¢ early 18 century, Michael Priestley designed, courthouse building in
use as visitor centre, restaurant and public library. Proposals for bringing former court office
areas into reuse for community facilities and access improvements

0 Montgavling repair of medieval ruin and development of safe public access

o ! NOKI $§2t23A0Ff Ay@SadAiadaridrzy 27 t20FGA2y 27
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4.2 Carrigans ~ Stohnston

Carrigans~St JohnstanLandscape Character Area

No Landscape Character Anatylsas previously been undertaken for County Donegal; preliminary

Landscape Character areas have been established specifically for the purposes of this study.

The following map and text relates to the CARRIGANS~ST JOHNSTON Landscape Chacacter Area

as desdbedin this study.
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0 gently sloping land falling from enclosing hills to north and west towards aibehd river
Foyle

o alow lying valley between the enclosing hills, the natural state of which would be bog, is

drained

small serpentine streams leading towards the river Foyle and used for milling

(@]

(@]

located and, later, the Great Northern railway line

0 productive fields are enclosed with mature trees and hedges, groups of trees surround farm

buildings which are the most significant built features in the landscape
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o theslope is shallow at the shoreline, which is tidal at this point, and the river is edged with a
band of reeds

Landscape Description

Natural Features; Land Form

Hills enclose this LCA and fall modestly from the north and west. The fall is undulatingpasdp

to a straight slope. These give way to a level alluvial plain fronting the river. A slightly protected,
south-facing pocket is created, evident by the number of mature trees near Carrigans. Along the
river, tidal influence is present and estuarimeidflats are common.

Natural Featureg; Streams

Streams pass through Carrigans and St. Johnston prior to entering the River Foyle. These are
notable in that the towns have arisen as a result of the milling opportunity provided by the

streams and formHe core of the towns.

Gh NRY | yOS { dzMNRHrShes oakillaasndNAughboyne, County Donegal

GEOGRAPHY OR NATURAL STATE

Situation & Extent

St Johnston district extending along the west of the River Foyle .............

This district comprehends amsiircular surface of 21 Irish miles, containing 13,289 acres, 260
farmers, 2,600 cattle, 569 horses, 2,800 sheep, 1,040 swine and a population of 3,600 inhabitants,
cn GUNIYRSAYSYysI Hcp 2F 6KAOK 0SAYy3a 6SI OSNRA DE

(A later description also states thdt & ¢risHes of Killea and Taughboyne are separated by a
small serpentine rivulet which rises or has its source at Port Lough and empties itself at Carrigans
Ayi2 GKS Cc2eftSs 2y KAOK GKSNB IINB p FfElIE YAff

atwhb5)/¢L+9 9/ hbha,

Farms

The general size of farms are from 16 to 100 acres, with a few exceptions. The enclosures are
banks or ditches covered with furze of brambles, and in some places both. The method of
cultivation is not uniform nor regular.

The description of crops are pttas, oats, barley and flax which, if there were a proper system

adopted and crops put down in rotation, there is not the least doubt that the whole district might
considerably be improved.
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Grazing

Pasturelands are often the arable left out lea in rotaticespecially in inland farms. Mountain

farms have their pasture separate from the tillage land. Also some lowland ones, when they have
much heath or swamps and by draining the latter and planting the former, the occupier would
soon be amply repaid foishtrouble.

NATURAL FEATURES
Hills

CAYA2Y QA 2N) 52dzaKQa 6522AaKK0 KAfEalrNB GKS 2yt
pasturable all over and cultivated even in the summit; the latter is rather barren towards to the

NATURAL FEATEER

Rivers and Loughs

The River Foyle being our only one...............
Coast

Harbours: 2, St Johnston and Carrigans; creek: many, Dunalong and Carrinmore; shores: none but
the beach, which is covered except when the tide is out or low water....

NATURAL HI®RY

Quarries

We are as well accommodated with quarries in this district as what other parts are, lime slates,
stones.....nor would we wish a more convenient situation for exporting slates from Doughill

(Dooish) by Mr Marshall and Mr Alexander. Lime fterackadoos (Creaghadoos) by Mr Smith and

brick by Mr. Semple and Mr. Alexander are too well known and valued in Londonderry to require

any comment, all being only 2 short miles from St Johnston harbour......

MODERN TOPOGRAPHY

Towns and Villages

Towns:nong @At fF3ASAY o {G W2Kyaildz2ysz /FNNAIAFIYyE | YR

Landscape Condition and Sensitivity to Change

The farming landscape is clearly productive with large barns and the land made accessible to large

machinery.

The landscape has the appearance ohgewell tended with wild areas limited to those that are

inaccessible for modern farming.
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Hedgerows are mixed; some cut back hard with little space for wildlife. Larger hedgerows are
established near historic buildings and former clachan settlements. lafter are most suited for
careful development for residential use, but consideration must also be given to retention of
existing trees, hedges and some wild aread.ocal traffic calming and management measures

should be given priority over sightline d&d design approach.

The sloping landscape means that most areas are overlooked although often from a distance; any
proposals within this landscape must be considered in terms of both immediate and distant visual
impact. The high quality of the land fagricultural purposes shoulidke precedence over other

uses.

Principles for Landscape Management

The materials, massing and colour of new farm buildings are visually significant since these

elements are so prominent in the wider landscape.

Established htsric clachan areas are able to accommodate new development through use of
existing screening. Use of these areas will require alternative housing design models to be used;
rehabilitation of existing buildings and a collective approach to road designtewaater

treatment etc

This LCA exhibits a high degree of invasive species, including Japanese Knotweed, Himalayan
Balsam and Gunnera macrophylla. Hneas which arenostaffectedappear streamside, but this
inevitably carries into the river, to the détnent of biodiversity and river health. A system of

awareness, eradication and monitoring should be implemented.

The streams carry great potential for cultural interpretation as well as biodiversity. Extensive
rubbishdumpingis evident in certain areasA system of awareness and rubbish removal should
be implemented. Any drainage or structural works to the streams should be designed to best

support natural systems.

Principles for Accommodating New Development

o The groups of mature trees around clachaettlements should be retained and
supplemented with new planting where redevelopment occurs

o0 New houses, subject to determination of need should be located in these established areas
and not in open farmland

o The ridgelines of adjacent hills form an impartanatural boundary to the basin. As viewed
from the towns, villages or historic crossroads, no development shentoach intothis
zone.
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o b20AO0SIotS Ay I|ff 2F GUKS [/!1Qa 2F GKS czef
commercial forestry (unifom coniferous woodland). This dearth adds a certain character
value and any intention of commercial forestry should be discouraged. Any woodland

planting should take the form of mixed native species.
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CARRIGANS~ST JOHNSg @MNstoric Landscape Characisation

A reviewof the historical documentation relating to the landscape study area shows that it has
been characterised by farming, with the exception of small urban settlements, established by the

Ulster Plantation.

Rural settlements in this, and thedj@ining LCA, like their reflection on the opposite side of the

Foyle, were farmed using the rundale system. Settlements are set out with small clusters of
houses, gardens immediately next to the houses and a common enclosure just outside this. In the
course of agricultural improvement, fields were enclosed and organised in a radial fashion around

the central townland settlement; these radial field boundaries are often still visible today.

Following a series of bad harvests and mass emigration of th@lyrRiesbyterian inhabitants in

the 18th century, the population of this area was depleted. In th® d@ntury people from west
Donegal would seek summer employment in this part of the County which formed part of the
FNBFa NBEFSNNBR (2 Fa aGKS [F3TlLyeod

Lke other ecclesiastical, sites in the Foyle region, the church at Taughbestablished by St
Baithin in the 6th century, is located at a height overlooking the fields from the base of the hill
behind. The building was reconstructed in thé"X@ntury, although there are several medieval

features visible, including stone carvings.

During the 1% century Plantation period, the Presbyterian church at Monreagh was built;
although again, all that is visible today is & t@ntury church. The manse, whidhates from the

same period, is used as an Ulster Scots heritage centre.

The only significant urban settlements in the areas are at Carrigans, St Johnston and
Newtownhamilton. Carrigans was established as a fortress, prior to the Ulster Plantation period,
to protect low lying lands linking the Swilly and the Foyle. Of the three settlements, only St
Johnston and Carrigans are of a significant size. The buildings of both towns date mainly from the

18" and 19" centuries.

The 19' century saw developmentfaignificant mill structures in the vicinity of Carrigans. Other
industrial development was closer to St Johnston and was limited to brick making from clay from

the edge of the Foyle, lime burning and the quarrying of stone slates.

To facilitate this indstrial trade, materials were transported on the Foyle, from small harbours at
both Carrigans and St Johnston. This was eventually superseded by the railway; the track bed of

which is still present and largely undisturbed.
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Survival of vernacular buildingbke most areas included in the study, is quite pooAlthough
there is still significant clachan settlement visible in the form of field patterns, established trees
and hedges around former gardens and some traditional houses, the majority are tioav ei

derelict or in use for agricultural storage.

The Landscape Character area could be subdivided further based on the topographical

characteristics highlighted by the analysis of its history of land use.
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CARRIGANS~ST JOHNSq Gistorical natural landsapes; geology
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Figure68 ¢ Tellus Border Soil (green) & Stream (orange) Samples

The geological setting refers to the natural material state landscape as it has formed without the
intervention of man. The following map and texates to the geological setting of Carrigans St
W2Kyailizy a RSAONAOSR Ay a¢ KSublsteyy xhNBeolagical i K S
Survey of Ireland 1889:

OSt.JohnstowrDistrict

Mica Schist Coarse schists, weathering white, passing quartzosegrits, are seen on the

roadside half a mile south of Castledowey, three miles N.N.E. of Raphoe, and similar rocks make up
the low hill at the cross roads close to the village. To the north much rock of the same character
appears at Stoneyfall and Glainagh, but shows less alteration, consistingiemyplaces of

micacized slates (phyllites). These are affebtecleavagethe direction and dip of which seem, in
general, nearly to coincide with the bedding; but near Galdonagh Lower it is almoditengies

to it, and similarly this may also be said of the beds in the railway section to the north, where the
schists are interstratified with limestones. Farther north coarse grits and flaggy schists form a
rugged knoll at Craigvhence the namand to the west, about the road, they are associated with
several beds of limestone. At Gortnacross the slaty beds were formerly quarried for roofing
purposes. To the nortbast much rock may be observed in the railway cuttings and stream

sections about Gortreenal Glensmill. In the vicinity of the former are coarse micaceous flags
overlying dark schists, which pass into shining slates, to be referred to subsequently. At Glensmill
the stream descending the hill from the village of Dooish cuts through schistsuahgrben grits,

very slightly altered, with earthpoking limestone beds. The country between this and the River
Foyle is thickly covered with Drift, but rocks crop out in a few localities. At Listicall and Churchtown
are schistoae grits, some of whiate calcareous, with cleaved, striped or banded schists. The
cleavage in the latter has the same strike as the beds, but the dip is lower and in the opposite
direction. Between Cloon and Kildrum there is much rocky ground composed of schist and schistose
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grit. The latter is compact and firgrained, making very fair building stone. Coarse quartzose grits
or schistose conglomerates make up the Hill of Ballougry near the River Foyle, and on the road
from Letterkenny to Londonderry, near Milton Lodge, coacbests or phyllites occur.

Clay slate passingto Phyllite¢ Insome parts of this district the rocks are very slightly
metamorphosed, the schists passing into shining slates, and these into a variety differing very little
from ordinary clayslate. Tahe west of St. Johnstown these slightly altered beds occupy a tract of
about three miles from east to west, and about two miles from north to south. The chief locality is
at Glentown, where extensive quarries have been opened in slates, chiefly fog mofioses.

The quarries, however, had to be abandoned, the slates proving so thick and heavy that, even at a
comparatively low price, they were unable to compete successfully with others in the market. The
bedding planes here, as indicated by bands tfuzcand of lamination, indicate a dip to N.N.W.,

with some undulations, while the more prominent planes of cleavage dip E.N.E. and E. at 25

there are other planes, which may be joints, that dip SVB0atit is remarkable that while the

cleavage surfees show scarcely any trace of micacization, this character is well developed on
those of bedding, and to this circumstance the absence of fossils is probably due. Similar slates also
showinga cleavage dip to E.N.E. crop out in many places on the tikteast of Glentown, in the
vicinity of the large tract of diorite, and also on Dooish mountain, to the north. Here are several
guarries, the principal being that on the nomlast part of the mountain, close to Ballycushion. The
slates are quite similao those at Glentown, and like them show banded structure and dip to
N.N.W., the cleavage dipping at 2f®» E.N.E. There is also a remarkable system of joints bearing
N.W., and inclining to N.E. at G0As at the Glentown quarry, the slates here alsw@dounsuited

for economic purposes.

CoarseQuartzose Grit (Schistose Conglomerate.) Associgtadhe slates, as with the schists, are
numerous beds of coarsgiartzose grit, which in some places may be termed a conglomériage.
presence of these rockere is important, aprovingthe schists and slates to be portions of one
system, and accordinglye find the schistose conglomerates, when traced into the al&te, are
little, if at all, micacized. At Kinnacally, on the mamfithe slate area, W.8/. of St. Johnstown,
greenish gray, quartzose, micacized grits occur, but at a little distance to the west, close to the
diorite, the grit is not at all micacized. North of the trap, micac@éts occur in a tongue of schist
among the slates, and again a similar tongue of schist south of the Glentown quarry, wtrerng
are very coarse, and have a welhrked schistose structur&Vhere they occur in the slate district
on Dooish Mountain thegre cleaved like the adjacent beds, and not micacized, btiteomorth-
east slope of the hill, where they are found among the schistg, have a welinarked micacized
base.

Lirnestone; In the country east of this to the Foyle there is very little limestone, the only beds
noted being one at Coxtown, west of Ggans, where there is a quarry in thick beds of compact
schistose limestone ; another east of the same village, near White House, where it is associated
with a dyke of diorite ; a small one at a mile to the N.E., and several at Monglass, two miles north
of Carrigans, where several quarries have been opened in massive blue crystalline limestone.

IGNEOUS ROCKS

Diorites (Epdiorites) of Dooish Mountain and St. Johnstown

To the west and nortivest of St. Johnstown, chiefly in the area occupied by the stateseveral
intrusive masses of hornblendic rock. Their trend for the most part coincides with that, of the
associated slates and grits, but their intrusive character is abundantly proved in many places. The
largest of these masses is that which formsltve rocky eminence north of Treantagh, and

extends for a mile and a half to the nomast, where it has the greatest width. Though apparently
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conformable to the bedded rocks in a narrower portion to the sadst, it cuts directly across

them northwardof Kinnacally. It consists of a dark green firalystalline aggregate of plagioclase
and hornblende, crystalline in the centre but schistose at the margin, this change being especially
noted in the soutlwest portion, where there is a transition intorhblende schist. To the

northwest five dykes of similar character, but of smaller size, traverse the slates at the wild tract
called Dooish Mountain. Like the larger mass, these sheets are usuddiymable to the bedding

of the slates, but cut directhcross them in some places, as at the quarry west of Ballycushion, and
towards the southwest, a little to the left of the road that crosses the hill.

Dykes, probably of same age as abovahweast of Carrigans, a dyke of very dark green diorite
was doserved in a limestone quarry, and on the opposite side of the Foyle, in a similar quarry is
another dyke full of beautiful crystals of asbestiform actinolite.

GLACIATION

St. Johnstown District.

Ice striaeg A little north of New Buildings, on the rigbainkof the Foyle, striae bearing \850S.
occur at a height of 250 feend on the opposite side of the river, near St. Johnstown, several
striae having a similar direction, and at elevations up to 380 feete noticed on the ridge of
igneous rocksyest of that village.These appear to indicate a movement of the ice sheet towards
the W.S.W. and are probably due to ice from the Scottish area....

ErraticBoulders; Numerous boulders of granite resembling that of Barnesmore have been found
on Dooish Muntain, and to the nortkeast of it at Creeve Upper. Blocks of granite and of a largely
crystalline hornblende rock, foreign to this district, occur as standing stones, probably remains of
an ancient circle, at threquarters of a mile W.S.W. of Carrigaasd were perhaps erratic blocks
found on the spot or in the vicinity, and utilized by the ancient inhabitants. As the blocks are never
imbedded in boulder clay, but are found on the surface, sometimes on bare rock, they were most
probably deposited frorfloating ice during the latest period of glaciation.

DRIFT DEPOSIRAISED BEACHES, AND TERRACES AND RECENT ACCUMULATION
St. Johnstown District

Boulder Clay Most of the ground about St. Johnstowrtivered with this deposit, which in the
valleys fregently attains a considerable thickness, and clothes the sides of the hills to a height of
about 900 feet. It is a stiff, grayish, unstratified mass, full of angular andsgblar pieces of

local rocks, no blocks derived from distant localities havieg lodserved. In the district to the

east, shells are found, apparently in pockets of a peculiar choemdétared clay, but nothing of
GKS 1AYR 6l a y2idA0SR KSNB d¢
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CARRIGANS~ST JOHNSQ @Gistorical natural landscapes; ecology

Information on the ecology is available from a variety of sources. In addition to NPWS data,
current sources include references relating to protected sites. The following pagesaoffe
overview of these with a synopsis confirming the significant features written by ecologist Ralph

Sheppard.
An analysis Carrigans St Johnston Ecolqdpy Ralph Sheppard

The short distance between the villages of Carrigans and St. Johnston enconapasseslearly
defined Landscape Character Area (LCA). It #ylog, with farmland inland from the River Foyle
being flat and subject to flooding. Although not coastal, the river along this stretch is broad and

tidal ¢ in fact more estuarine in chacger than anywhere else south of Derry city.

1 The River Foyle here is almost 1km broad, and at high tide there is no reason to suppose that it
is anything other than one of the great rivers of Europe. Low tide reveals extensive mud banks
and small islandsf salt marsh and a lot less water. Wading birds normally found in the major
estuaries, like Blaekiiled Godwits and Redshank, mostly use it as a handy-affopn
migration. Swans and geese also use the Foyle corridor for migration, and its widsexpa
between these two villages also offers safe nigme roosting throughout the winter season,
when flocks spend the daylight hours feeding in the large arable fields around the river, and

also around Lough Swilly and Lough Foyle, which are within ctngnalistance.

2 As mentioned above, flocks of swans and geese use the arable fields within thia tH@ASt.
Johnston Gap, between the river and Port Lough. Whooper Swans and Greylag Geese in
particular, having bred in Iceland in summer months, at@ito Ireland for winter feeding on
the waste potatoes and grain left over after harvest, and on rich fertilised grass. Such resources
are widespread, but in combination with large fields allowing good advance warning of
potential danger, and nearby safeosting sites, are harder to find. The Foyle and Swilly basins

together are the most important location in Ireland for these species.

3 The tidal river has other important attributes. It is part of a Special Area of Conservation
designated to protect wdl Atlantic Salmon. The river here has long been used for commercial
harvesting of salmon by nets. But the greatly depleted stocks of wild salmon are now much
more valuable for angling on the upper reaches of the Foyle system, on the River Finn in
Donegal and upstream from the River Mourne in Co. Tyrone. And so conservation measures
extending to the whole route used by this migratory species are necessary to ensure its
commercial survival, and perhaps even its very survival as a species. Even faranglin O (i OK
FYR NBGdzNY ¢ LIfAOASA NBE AYyONBFraiay3ate Ay F2NI
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Otter require that baniside conditions are properly maintained, for which the SAC designation
is important. Both the Otter and the Atlantic ®ain are listed in the EU Habitats Directive, for

which each country with hosts them is required to establish SACs for their conservation.

4 The river basin, as well as being an SAC, is covered by an NHA (Natural Heritage Area)
designation. This is the eqalent of the ASSI in Northern Ireland. It is an acknowledgement of
the value of the river for saltmarsh vegetation, and any natural features of local or national

importance not listed in the Habitats Directive.

The following maps, available on the Nai@b Parks & Wildlife Service (NPWS) website indicate
the protected areas that are located within the LCA study region. There are significant areas of
protection along the Foyle shoreline, from Mongavlin southwards.

Eheh Tow A

\

Figure70¢002067 River Foyle Mongavlin to Carrigans pNHA & 002301 River Finn SAC

5 River Finn SAC 002301

51.6CSFGdzNBa 2F LydSNBai

1 Salmon (Salmo salar) [1106]

Otter (Lutra lutra) [1355]

1 Oligotrophic waters containing very few minerals of sandy plains (Littorelletalianaeif
[3110]

1 Northern Atlantic wet heaths with Erica tetralix [4010]

Blanket bog (*active only) [7130]

1 Transition mires and quaking bogs [7140]

==

==
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European and national legislation places a collectivgatitin on Ireland and its citizens to
maintain habitats and species in the Natura 2000 network at favourable consercatialition.
The Government and its agencies are responsible for the implementati@nérdement of
regulations that will ensure thecological integrity of these sites.

Favourable conservation status of a habitat is achieved when: its natural range, and area it covers
within that range, are stable or increasing, and the specific structure and functions which are
necessary foritslahm 4 SNY YIF Ay i8Syl y0S SEA&G FyR I NB fA]St
future, and the conservation status of its typical species is favourable.

The favourable conservation status of a species is achieved when: population dynamics data on the
s;SOASa O2yOSNYSR AYRAOIGS GKIG AG A& YFAYGlFAYA
of its natural habitats, and the natural range of the species is neither being reduced nor is likely to

be reduced for the foreseeable future, and therensl will probably continue to be, a sufficiently
fIFNBHS KFEOAGFG G2 YIFAYGlIrAYy AGa LRLMAZFGA2ya 2y |

Objective: To maintain or restore the favourable conservation condition of the Annex | habitat(s)
and/or the Annex Il species for which the 8a€been selected: The overall aim of the Habitats
Directive is to maintain or restore the favourable conservation status of habitats and species of
community interest. These habitats and species are listed in the Habitats and Birds Directives and
SpecihdAreas of Conservation and Special Protection Areas are designated to afford protection to
the most vulnerable of them. These two designations are collectively known as the Natura 2000
network. The maintenance of habitats and species within Natura 260at favourable

conservation condition will contribute to the overall maintenance of favourable conservation
status of those habitats and species at a national lével.

SITE SYNOPSIS

SITE NAME: RIVER FINN

SITE CODE: 002301

G¢KAA AAGS e antidNfeshBaer elefmentofittie Finn and its tributagéke

Corlacky, the Reelan sghtchment, the Sruhamboy, Elatagh, Cummirk and Glashagh, and also
includes Lough Finn, where the river rises. The spawning grounds at the headwaters of the Mourne
and Derg Rivers, Loughs Derg and Belshade and the tidal stretch of the Foyle north of Lifford to the
border are also part of the site. The Finn and Reelan, rising in the Bluestack Mountains, drain a
catchment area of 195 square miles. All of the site @anDonegal. The underlying geology is
DalradianSchists and Gneiss for the most part though quartzites and Carboniferous Limestones are
present in the vicinity of Castlefinn. The hills around Lough Finn are also on quartzite. The
mountains of Owendoo andloghervaddy are of granite felsite and other intrusive rocks rich in

silica. There are many towns along the river but not within the site. These include Lifford,
Castlefinn, Stramtar and Ballybofey.

The site is a candidate SAC selected for activiéidiog, a priority habitat listed under Annex | of
the E.U. Habitats Directive. The site is also listed for lowland oligotrophic lakes, wet heath and
transition mires, also on Annex | of the E.U. Habitats Directive. The site is also selected for the
following species listed on Annex Il of the same diregtiantic Salmon and Otter.

Upland blanket bog occurs throughout much of the upland area of the site along the edges of the
river. However more extensive examples are found at Tullytresna and in the
Owendoo/Cloghervaddy Bogs. The blanket bog is dominated by Bog (etimphOrum

angustifoliun), DeergrassScirpus cespitosysPurple Moograss Molinia caeruleq and bog
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mosses$phagnunspp.). Pool and hummock systems are a feature of the flattersareigh Ling
Heather Calluna vulgaris mossesRacomitrium lanuginosum, Sphagnum capillifoliamad S.
papillosun), lichens (e.gCladonia portentosgand the liverwortPleurozia purpureaoccurring
abundantly on the hummocks. The scarce bog I&gsagum imbricatum is a component of
some hummocksSphagnum magellanicura found in wet flats by pools, whifecuspidatum
occurs abundantly within the pools themselves.

Towards the base of the northern slope and on the southern slope at Tullytresnes fthaslr
with bright green lawns of Bog Moss&phagnunspp.) and abundant Rushes, particularly Soft
Rush Juncus effusisand Jointed Rush.(articulatuy On the summit is an undulating system of
hummocks and hollows, and Ling Heather is more common.

A valley bog fills the low lying areas to the north east of Lough Finn which is dominated by Deer
Grass, Bog Cotton, Purple Megnass and Heather. Mossy hummocks occur in the wetter areas.
Transition mires or quaking bogs or scraws occur at severaldasatisually at the interface

between bog or lake or stream. In Owendoo/Cloghervaddy there are many examples of small lakes
south of Belshade. Some of the lakes contain floating scraws of the bogSpbsgiGum

recurvun), Bottle SedgeQarex rostratg MudSedge Carex limospand BogbeanMenyanthes

trifoliata). West of Owendoo River there is an extensive area of scraw with a similar suite of species
but with a different abundance. Quaking areas are also associated with blanket bog at Cronamuck
and Cronakmy. At Cronamuck, a small level flushed area occurs at the base of a slope leading into
a flushed stream. Diversity including diagnostic species is good.

Wet Heath is associated with the blanket bog throughout the site and is found on the shallow
peats and better drained slopes. In Owendoo/Cloghervaddy this is mostly wet heath characterised
by Crosdeaved HeathHrica tetraliy, Heather, Mat GrasdN@ardus stricty, Heath Rushl(incus
squarrosusand TormentilPotentilla erectq The heath often gradesto flush vegetation

dominated by Black Bemish Gchoenusigricans.

Lowland oligotrophic lakes are found at Loughs Finn, Belshade and Derg as well as in many of the
smaller lakes within the site. Lough Derg is a large oligotrophic lake situated hétttigo. This

is an area of extensive blanket bogs and conifer plantations which make up the lake catchment.
Typical species seen at the three lakes include a sparse covering of Shotétarets uniflorg

along the lake shores, Water Lobelimlfela dortmanng, the mosd-ontinalis antipyreticaog
Pondweed

(Potamogeton polygonifoligsWater HorsetailEquisetum fluviatilewith Bulbous Rusiincus
bulbosu$ and Broadeaved PondweedPptamogeton natansin the margins.

Lough Finn holds a populati of Arctic CharSalvelinus alpingsThis fish is a relative of salmon
and trout and represents an arct@pine element in the Irish fauna. In Ireland this fish occurs only
in a few cold, stoney, oligotrophic lakes. It is listed in The Irish RedBDakaas threatened in
Ireland.

The Charr in Lough Finn are unusual in that they are dwarfed. Dwarfed Charr only occur in one
other Lough in Ireland, Lough Coornasahom, Co. Kerry and they are therefore of national
importance. Charr are very sensitive tater quality and therefore changes in the catchment such
as afforestation should be avoided to maintain this population. Lough Derg is also important for
Arctic Char though it was last recorded there in 1990/91. On the tidal stretches within the site the
main habitats are the river itself, mudflats and the extensive reedbeds that have colonised the
former mudflats. The habitats found are typically freshwater in nature. The large reedbeds are
dominated by Common Redeéhfagmites austral)swith some BulrusfTypha latifolig, Reed
Canarygrass Phalaris arundinacgaand Tufted Haigrass Deschampsia cespitosé&succession is
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demonstrated nicely within a small area with the change from mudflats to reedbeds and on to
willow and Alder scrub. Other habitats pees$ within the site include a fringe of wet
grassland/marsh along some river stretches dominated by Rudtvesuspp.) grading into
speciegich marsh in which sedges are common. Among the other species found in this habitat are
Yellow lIrislfis pseudagrug), Water Mint Mentha aquaticd, Purple Loosestriféythrum salicarip

and Soft Rushl(incus effusysAround Lough Derg wet fen type vegetation occurs in places with
Purple Moofgrass, Bognyrtle (Myrica galg, Jointed Rusll@ncus articulatysand Meadowsweet
(Filipendula ulmarip There is also some Royal F&srunda regal)s Wild AngelicaAngelica
sylvestriy and MarshmarigoldGaltha palustris Other wet areas include Horsetaligj(lisetum

spp.), Where banks are steeper, particularly arousutjh Derg and along the deep mountain

valley of the upper stretches, dry, steep slopes support Great YWisbd_uzulasylvaticg,

Heather, Bell HeatheE(ica cinerepn Bilberry Yaccinium myrtillusand BrackenRteridium

aquilinum). There are areas ofsib surrounding parts of the lake margins, along the channels and
on the ungrazed islands. These are composed of Attarq glutinosi Willow Salixspp.), Rowan
(Sorbus aucuparjaand Silver BirctBétula pendula Understory plants include abundaetiis and
mosses. The Rare Narrd@aved Helleborinegdephalanthera longifoljaoccurs on the shores of
Lough Derg. This species is listed in The Irish Red Data Book and is protected under the Flora
Protection Order, 1999. Small pockets of conifer plamtatlose to the lakes and along the strip
both sides of the rivers, are included in the site.

¢tKS CAYyYy aeéadasSy Aa 2yS 2F LNBflFIYyRQA ISN®SOYASNI al
salay) is still fished commercially in Ireland, it is considéodzk endangered or locally threatened
elsewhere in Europe and is listed on Annex Il of the Habitats Directive. Commercial netting on the
Foyle does not begin until June and this gives spring fish a good opportunity to get into the Finn.
The Finn is impaant in an international context in that its populations of spring salmon appear to
be stable while declining in many areas of Ireland and Europe. The salmon fishing se@son is 1
March to 15th September. Fishing for spring salmon is best east of Barambile the grilse run
through to the upper reaches. The grilse run peaks heéepending on wateg usually in mid June.

The estimated rod catch from the Finn is approximately&@Dspring salmon and 4,000 grilse
annually producing about 40% of the tbfeoyle count. The Loughs Agency has a management
regime in place calletthe control of fishing regulations$f enough salmon are not past the counter

at Killygordon at a certain key date then both the angling and commercial fishing can be closed for
set periods.

The site is also important for Ottdrytra lutrg), another species listed on Annex Il of the EU

Habitats Directive. It is widespread throughout the system. In addition, the site also supports many
more of the mammal species occurring in Irelafttb® which are listed in the Irish Red Data Book
include the Badger and the Irish Hare.

Common Frog, another Red Data Book species, also occurs within the site. Golden Plover, Peregrine
and Merlin, threatened species listed on Annex | of the EU Bietgiier breed in the upland

areas of the site. A Red Listed species Red Grouse occurs on the site, while the scarce Ring Ouzel,
another Red List species is also known to occur.

Agriculture, with particular emphasis on grazing, is the main land use abenfginn and its

tributaries. Much of the grassland is unimproved but improved grassland and silage are also
present, particularly east of Ballybofey. The spreading of slurry and fertiliser poses a threat to the
water quality of this salmonid river, partieuly in this region as the river is subject to extensive
flooding.
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Fishing is a main tourist attraction on the Finn and there are a large number of Angler
Associations, some with a number of beats. Fishing stands and styles have been erected in places.
The River Finn is a designated Salmonid Water under the EU Freshwater Fish Directive. Other
aspects of tourism such as boating are concentrated around Lough Finn.

Afforestation is ongoing, particularly along the western sections of the site adjactém to

headwaters and around the shores of Lough Derg. Recent planting has been carried out along the
Cronamuck River. Forestry poses a threat in that sedimentation and acidification occurs.
Sedimentation can cover the gravel beds resulting in a loss abkugpawning grounds.

The site supports important populations of a number of species listed on Annex Il of the EU
Habitats Directive, and several habitats listed on Annex | of this directive, as well as examples of
other important habitats. Blanket bog & rare habitat type in Europe and receives priority status

on Annex | of the European Habitats Directive. The overall diversity and ecological value of the site
is increased by the presence of populations of several rare or threatened birds, mamnfalk&and

Church Town /N
& Church'Town |

Carrigan s ™
| Carrigans ™"
!

Figure71¢ National Parks & Wildlife Service Biodiversity mapping showing woodland (c) OSI
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Figure72¢ National Parks & Wildlife Service Biodiversity mapping showing woodland SAC & ASSI (c) OSI
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Figure73 ¢ Coillte Donegal Properties
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Figure74 ¢ Coillte map viewer (c)OSI
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CARRIGANS~ST JOHNSq Gistorical cultural landscape; Barony

Qlosian

‘\..\\ f |
T RlmhBrid

N o usglas Bl 3
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Figure75¢ Carrigans & Siohnston are located in the northeastern part of the Barony of Raphoe marked in green on
GKAE tKATALIQa !'dftlFa al Ll mydpro

The barony divisions in Ireland often relate to areas of government that were established in the

medieval period.

The baronyof Raphoe2 NNB aLl2yRa Of 2aSte (2 GKS FT2NX¥SNJ hQ5;
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CARRIGANS~ST JOHNSq Giskorical cultural landscape; Civil Parishes

The Parishes of Killea & Taughboyne are shown on the attached maps. The Parish boundaries
correspond with the western edge of the RivFoyle, which is the location of thisandscape

Character Area (LCA).

Figure76¢ Killea Parish. Sourcenaestry.com

All Saints Parish

Clonleigh
Parish

Raphoe
Parish

L

Figure77 ¢ Taughboyne Parish. Source: ancestry.com
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CARRIGANS~ST JOHNSQq Gistorical culural landscape; Townlands

The following is a list of townlands within tikéllea & Taughboyne parishes. Not all of these are
located within theCarrigans~St JohnsttuCA

Killea Parish

Altaghaderry
Ardnamoghill
Carrigans
Drumnashear
Dunmore
Glasmullan

Imlick

Legnaduff
Magheraboy
Magheraboy Glebe
Newtown Hamilton
Toberslane

White House

© o N Ok wDdRE

el ol
w N P o

Taughboyne Parish

1. Altaskin

2. Ardagh

3. Ballyboe

4, Ballycushion

5. Ballylennan

6. Binnion

7. Bready

8. Brockagh

0. Burnthaw

10. Carnshannagh

11. Carrickadawson

12. Carrickmore
Castledowey

13, Castlethird

14, Castletown

15. Cavanacaw

16. Clashygowan

17. Cloghfin

18. Creaghadoos

19. Creatland
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20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44,
45,
46.
46a.
47.
48.
49,
50.

51.
52.
53.
54.
55.
56.
57.
58.
59.

Core Document

Cross
Cuttymanhil
Dernacally
Derrymore
Dromore Big
Dromore Little
Drumbeg
Drumcrow
Drumearn
Drumenan
Drumfad
Drummucklagh
Dundee
Feddyglass
Gillystown
Glentown
Gortnamoney
Haw

Kilgort
Kinnacally
Legratraw
Lettergull
Listannagh
Listicall Lower
Listicall Upper
Magheracloy
Maymore’ Lower
Maymore’ Upper
Momeen
Moness
Mongavlin
Monreagh
Nethertowr?
Ratteen
Rockfield
SaintJohnston
Swilly
Tirroddy
Tober
Tonagh
Treansallagh
Treantagh
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60.
61.
62.
63.
64.
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Treantagh Mucklagh
Tullyowen

Tullyrap

Whitehill

Woodlands
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CARRIGANS~ST JOHNSq Giskorical cultural landscape; Administratiog

Poor Law Union, Bpensary Districts & District Electoral Divisions

Themap shows administrative boundaries in the™@entury. The study site is located in the

Londonderry Poor Law Union; Derry was the location of the nearest workhouse.
The dispensary was located at thmain street in Carrigans.

The study area is at the edge of the Inishowen and Stranorlar electoral divisions.

Strabane
Poor Law
Union

Limavady
Poor Law
Union

Figure78 ¢Poor Law Unions & Dispensary Districts
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CARRIGANS~ST JOHNSQq Gistorical cultural & built landscape; histacal

survival

Figure79¢CNJ yOAd W2642y Q&8 a¢KS t NP@BSyOS 2F ! taiSNE wmpdn ¢/ 5 ¢

FigureBOcwA OKIF NR . F NIt SGidQa 4! DS3(E Ninify Clegd®MMA LIGA 2y 2F ! f &0 SNE
Of the available late c16/ early c17 mappimjchard. | NIt SG G Qa YI LI O2y il Ay:
G/ FNBFYyéE Aa GKS F2NI Fd /FNNAR3IFya Sadlot AaKSR
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the Foyle and the Swilly. In the"@entury, t was proposed to create a canal across this channel
to link Loughs Foyle and Swilly. The plan was superseded by the development of the railways.
WSTSNBYyOS G2 ad/ NrSQa YFPedntas shbwsTeatires, siickK & P&ty R

Lough, which a longer exist and which have been drained and the land turned to agricultural use.

Figure8lc2 A f £ Al Y a O/ NJ51801a SoardeNdgairin.iem T dc
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Nevetownhamilton

€
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FHgure 83 ¢ Aerial view of Newtownhamilton (c) Google
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The first edition Ordnance Survey, completed from ¢1835 onwards, is the earliest comprehensive

accurately scaled mapping undertaken in the country.

These maps provide an insigito land use almost 200 years ago. Maps above shows
Newtownhamilton, which never seems to have developed, as its name might suggest, to anything
more than a small village. From the early"1€entury, the village only ever appears to have
consisted of esmall group of houses as the map and aerial view demonstrate. The village was
located at the principal ferry crossing of the Foyle across to Dunnalong, although by 1835 the
bridge across the Foyle was already well established and this could have résudteelduction in

GKS SEGSyld 2F GKS G226y GKIG 6S &a8SS (2RlI&o ¢ KS
and was reference to a new townland rather than a more significant settlement.

The quarry at Glentown, shown below, appears to have bedstantial even in 1835. Today the

guarry has increased in size, although the materials are primarily used for road stone, rather than

slate.

B 4 ¥ Ma ¢ 7 o © 8% a4 ¢ 1f

Figure84 ¢ Glentown Quarry circa 1835 (c) OSI
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Figure85 ¢ Glentown Quarry aerial view (c) Google

Core Document
Foyle Landscape ProjetcHeritage Asset Aud{Donegal Region)

Pagel62



CARRIGANS~ST JOHNSQq Gistorical cultural & built landscape; landed

estates

Figure86 ¢ Dunmore House circa 1835 (c) OSI

Core Document
Foyle Landscape ProjegHeritage Asset Aud{Donegal Region) Pagel63



Figure87 ¢ Dunmore House aerial giwv (c) Google

First edition Ordnance Survey magidow the extent of demesne lands associated with landed
estates. Houses and planted landscapes are shown as are associated outbuildings. Planting at
Dunmore House is largely as shown in 1835. The housdfirgabuilt circa 1700; the 1835 map
seems to show a mix of mature woodland and plantation which would suggest parts of the

landscape may have been established for 300 years or more.
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CARRIGANS~ST JOHNSq Giskorical built landscape; Urban Settlement

Carrigans & St Johnston are easily recognisable today and the extent of the towns appears to have
changed very little from the early f%entury until the recent construction boom. Both towns
were established in the course of the Ulster Plantation t&etaadvantage of the natural
agricultural resources, and building materials which were used in the construction of the city of
Derry. Apart from the availability of water power to drive the mills, the presence of the Foyle was
the primary reason for the deslopment of these towns here; providing transport for material
downstream to Derry. Latterly, the river was superseded by the railway, which has come and

gone.

Figure88 ¢ Carrigans circa 1835 (c) OSI
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Figure90¢ St Johnston circa 1835 (c) OSI
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CARRIGANS~ST JOHNSQq Gistorical built landscap; significant sites

Prehistoric Sites
0 Ardnamoghill: Standing stone (DGEGH4---)

0 Cloghfin: Standing Stones (DG@B8801 & DG05502302)
o Clashygowan: Standing Stone (DG02%---)

Figure92 - standing stone, Rockfield, St Johns

Ecclesiastical Buildings & sites

o Ecclesiastical site: Haw (Taughboynidply well (DG05915---); Church (DG0561600%) and
Graveyard (DG0581602); also NIAH & RPS 40905513

o Saint Johnston: Church (DGO®&33001) & Graveyard (DGO&303002)

o Killea Rrish Church, Carrigans (NIAH & RPS 40905501)

0 Presbyterian Church, Garshooey (NIAH & RPS 40905509)

0 Monreagh Presbyterian Church (NIAH & RPS 40905512)

o {0 . IFTAGKAYQa [/ KdZNOKXZ {G W2Kyailzy obL!1l 3 wt/{
0 St Johnston Presbyterian Church (NIAH & RPS 4080630
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TACGHROYSE Pamisn Unuvecx

Figure93 ¢ Taughboyne Parish Church circa 198durce: Carrigans & St Johnston Historical Society

wEnvRIENE

i "

Figure94 ¢ Taughboyne Church
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Figure96 ¢ St Johnston Presbyterian Church circa 1900. Source: Carrigans & St Johnston Historical Society
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Figure98c{ G . F AGKAY Qa / | $toh.2Sbukc® CarrigaadlZD$t Johnstdn Histarisay Society
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Figure99 ¢ Carrigans church from the main street

Figure1l00¢ Carrigans churchyard
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M IR ERER

Figure101¢ Monreagh Presbytedn church

Medieval Sites & Buildings

0 Castlethird: Ringfort, cashel (DG05618---)
o Carrigans, Cloghfin (Killen ED): Castle (D®Q35-)
0 St. Johnston: Historic Town (DGE®X33---)

0o Mongavlin Castle
PostMedieval Sites
o None highlighted
Battle Sites

o0 None higplighted
Vernacular Buildings

o Dunmore (Killea ED): Prospect Hill (house) (NIAH & RPS 40905502)
o0 Carrigans: Cottage (NIAH 40905506)

o St Johnston: Old Castletown (farmhouse) (NIAH & RPS 40906305)
DSy Gt SYlFLyQa | 2dzaSa

0 Carrigans: Dunmore House (NIAH & RPS 4090550

0 St Johnston: Castletown House (NIAH & RPS 40906304)
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Manses/Rectories

0 St Johnston, Presbyterian Manse and churchyard setting
Mansion Houses & Estate Buildings

o None highlighted

Historic Parks & Gardens/Demesnes

o Dunmore House, gardens

Schools

0 Carrigans: Rmertson School (NIAH 40905504)
0 Crossroads School (NIAH 40905510)

0 St Johnston National School (NIAH 40906306)

WS
Figure102¢ National school circa 190%ource: Carrigans & St Johnston Historical Society
Institutional Buildings: Prisons, Workhouses & Hospitals

o None highlighted

Commercial Buildings

o None highlighted
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Military Structures/Defence Heritage
o None highlighted
Industrial Landscapes

0 Church Town: Church Town Mill (NIAH 40905514)
o Clashygowan: Corn Mill (NIAH & RPS 40905515)

Figure103¢ Church Town mill

Figure104¢ Clashygowan corn mill
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Coastal Works/Maritime Structures
o Nore highlighted

Infrastructure ¢ roads, canals & railways

o Former Great Northern Railway

Figure105 Railway bridge St Johnston
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CARRIGANS~ST JOHNSQ K&y to significant heritage assets

Key

« Prehistoric bulldings
Medieval buiidings
Ecclesiastical bulldings and sites
* Vernacular bulldings
» Gentleman's houses
a Schools
Industrial landscapes
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CARRIGANS~ST JOHNSq®iNual Landsqae: Spatial Context

Photography

Within the towns of Carrigans and St. Johnston, views of the river are minimal. But travelling
between them, there is a long, unencumbered view of the river from the main rewthh road
(R236). There is a strong visuak Ibetween the river and Dooish Mountain to the west within
this LCA. Apart from the introduction of foot/cyclist paths, the area between the R236 and the

river would be very sensitive to change.

The hills to the north and west provide long range vieWthe basin. As the terrain is undulating,
views can change abruptly from impeded to broad valley views. The tendency for abrupt change
can limit certain areas from view, but often increase viewing intensity when such views become
available. From higheelevations, the distinct swa#s of green framing the river are clearly

evident.

Within the built environment, mill structures, associated waterways and-kingding industry

preside. These elements should be interpreted and enhanced to increase sedentiby.

In this LCA, opportunities for experiencing the River Foyle from within the river itself (i.e. a bridge
or dock) are norexistent. There is strong visual benefit for providing usersahisnity; and
giving priority to reuse of historic rivéaindings would guide this opportunity.

wp—
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Figure106 ¢ Foyle shore at St JohnstorSource: Carrigans & St Johnston Historical 8gci
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Figure108¢ postcard of Carrigans Circa 1950. Source: Carrigans & St Johnston Historical Society
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Figure110¢ postcard of St Johnston Circa 1930 (note condition of Mongavlin Castle; top left). Source: Carrigans & St
Johnston Historical Society
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51 Johnston

Figurelllc postcard of St Johnston Circa 1930. Source: Carrigans & St Johnston Historical Society
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CARRIGANSY JOHNSTQ@Nisual Landscape: Painting Maps & Images

(25)

Publirked ar the Aa direcsr, by Rob.Saya leJohn Beannell 1F2b 1776

Figurel12¢ Scale, Bernard. 1776. An Hibernian Atlas. London
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/o LDERRY & Letterkenny.
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Figurellc¢ I @€ 2NJ 3 {1 AYYSNRa w2lIR al Ll mTTpT &aK2gAy3d GKS YIAy
road at the time ran further to the noth than the modern route and passing in front of Taughboyne church.
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CARRIGANS~ST JOHNSq @#itten Landscape: prose, poem & song
Folklore& Oral Narratives:
a{d wW2Kyahzy

It's not far from the border, this quiet wee town
It's near by the riverthe Foyleof renown

Not many pass through it but those who do stop
Find kindness and cheer in faces and shop

It's people are friendly and just love to chat
About salmon and cricket and the latest bat

In summer it's beauty can be seen all around
The view from the Hj its like can't be found

Go down by the river and the old railway line
You'll see boats that are full and trains dead on time
You'll see the train coming by the smoke in the sky
And hear her pass through with a hiss and a sigh
You'll pass by the men wifish not for fun

But food for their family and the odd glass of rum
You'll know the fistibuyer he's wealthy and fat
He's the one with feather sticking out of his hat
You'll trip over boxes and nets on the shore

Full of silvery red salmon awaiting theipse

The place was alive then with the odd hullabaloo
Alas this was the scene, in that year '62

Many a change has come and gone

The track is now silent, the river flows on
Progress may now be the name of the game

But the hearts of the people remain just thet Y’ S ¢
Margaret Campbell 1962

Source: Carrigans & St Johnston Historical Society
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19" Century Gazetteers
I O02dzy i FTNRBY [S6AEAQ ¢2LJ2-388F LIKAOFKE S5A00GA2Yy L NEB 2

GYL[[ 9! | LI NRAKZI A yof DONEGADL, lalnBprgincedTULSTERes h 9> 02
(S. W.Jrom Londonderry, on the road from that placelietterkenny; containing 930 inhabitants.
Accordingo the Ordnance survey, it comprises 1869 staaaees, of which 1792 are applotted

under the tithe acand valued at £1285 per ann., aB@ acres are bog.

At Carrigans are some large ceamills: it is a constabulargolice station, and has a penny post to
Londonderry. Dunmore House is the seat #fi¢Clintock, Esqg. The living is a rectory and vicarage,

in the diocese of Raphoe, and in fferonage of theBishop; the tithes amount to £170. The

church is

a small plain building, for the repairs of which tbeclesiastical Commissioners have recently
granted£273. There is a gleH®use, with a glebe of 40 acrbsthe R. C. divisions the [sdr

forms part of theunion or district of Lagan. About 120 children adeicated inwo public schools,

of which theparochialda OK2 2t A & adzLJL32 NI SR ¥ ti@evisa/SAndapy w2 o6 SNI a
a0K22f ®¢

G¢! ! DI .h, b9 I LI NAaKcountygf DONESAL)dndNdoyirnce o2 FLSMER, 51 h 9
miles (W. S. W.) from Londonderry, on the road to Raphoe; containing, with the village and ancient
disfranchised borough of Sibhnston 6335 inhabitants.

St. Baithen, son of Brendan, a disciple and kinsni&t. cColumb, and his successor in the abbey of
Hy, founded Tegbaothin in Tyrconnell: heflourished towards the close of the sixth century.

The parish, according to the Ordnance survey, comprises an area of 15,773% statute acres,
including a large portionf bog: the land is chiefly arable, and of good quality. There are some
extensive slate quarries, but the slates are small and of a coarse quality.

The river Foyle, which bounds the parish on the east, is nhavigable for small boattmStion
wherea fair is held on Nov. 25th.

The living is a rectory and vicarage, in the diocese of Raphoe, and in the patronage of the
Marquess of Abercorn: the tithes amount to £1569.4.7%.; and the glebe, com prising 317 acres, is
valued at £260. 6. 5%. per annum.

The glebéhouse was originally built in 1785, at a cost of £1313 British, and subsequently improved
at an expense of £1399 by the then incumbent. The church was erected in 1626; the Ecclesiastical
Commissioners have lately granted £268 for its repaihdrR. C. divisions the parish forms part of
the union or district of Lagan, or Raymochy; the chapel was built about 50 years since. In the
parochial school partly supported by an endowment of Col. Robertson, a school under the London
Hibernian Society, artvo schools supported by subscription, about 200 children are educated,;
there are also nine private schools, in which are about the same number of children, and five
Sunday schools: two schdauses have been lately erected by the Marquess of Aberdwere B

I RA&ALISYal NE FT2NJ 0KS L} 2N
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CARRIGANS~ST JOHNSg @aliew of findings & recommendations

The significant surviving heritage assets within the Carrigans~St Johnston LCA can be grouped

under the following headings:

(0]

Churcheg{ 0 . I AGKAY@a WR/KYGKENOKI G . FAGKAYQa ¢ dAa
churches; St Johnston and Monreagh Presbyterian churches

Clachang typical examples at Kinnacally, Dernacally or Cloghfin; whilst these only survive in
part, they exemplify many of the spatialaracteristics of the clachan settlements within this
region

DSy Gt SYlI yQa K2gRarsnareHousd, CayiiaaO | LIS
Townscape;, well preserved Plantation towns of Carrigans and St Johnston

Natural:low lying lands used for migrating birds such as swadsggese; salmon and otter
habitats, saltmarsh vegetation due to the tidal condition of the Foyle

A number of possible risk areas have also been identified:

(0]

Vernacular buildingg significant attrition to buildings and the established field patterns and
mature trees associated with them

Industrial heritage; neglected condition of abandoned mill buildingsrticularly examples
such as at Churchtown and Clashygowan, identified as being worthy of protection more than
a generation ago.

Isolated housing estas/ poor quality housing developmenqtnegative local impacts from an
ill-considered national housing policy

Existing tourism uses & Opportunities

Monreagh Ulster ScotsScots Irish Heritage & Education Centre

Dunmore House mid 18"century house andahdscape; gardens open to the public in the
summer

Shore walking routes; reuse of former railway tjnedundant railway trackbed would allow
public walking and cycleway connecting Lifford to Derry. The existing cycleway which follows the
main roads is nowell used due to relatively narrow roads and fast vehicle traffic

Stream walkg, linking the river shoreline with settlements; a different level of detail than
the river walk

River recreation routeg canoe and kayak docks adjacent to settlements, itential for
island camping / adventures, accessible only by canoe/kayak transport

Fishingg individually and as organised events

Core Document
Foyle Landscape ProjetcHeritage Asset Aud{Donegal Region) Pagel88



43 vdzZA 3t SeQa t2Ayld 9 . dNYyF22i

vdza 3f Se Qa t@andsiape GiENacErARal

No Landscape Character Analysis has pusly been undertaken for County Donegal; preliminary
Landscape Character areas have been established specifically for the purposes of this study.

¢KS F2tt26Ay3 YILI YR GSEG NBtFGESa G2 GKS v!LD
¢ as describedn this study.
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Key Characteristics

o flat alluvial plain, stretching from a poinia ¢ KNBES ¢NBESazX vdzi3f SeQa t 2
village of Muff, where low valleys on either side of a slightly raised ridge running from Muff to
Burnfoot. The area is backed by three peaks at Scalp Mountain, Eskaheen Mountain and
Crockahenny and alsiverlooked at a distance from Grianan fort.

0 The southern edge of this LCA follows the border with Northern Ireland

o0 The principal settlements form linear development along main roads with the exception of the
small but historically important village of E$leen, which is located on a route which passes
0SG6SSy GKS Y2dzyarAy LISF{1a 2F 9allKSSy FyR [/
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This route would have been historically important as it avoided traversing the formerly boggy
land around Burnfoot

0 open, with wide fields and linear hedgerows following the slope of the land; groups of trees;
planted around farm buildings and extensive planted woodland around Muff village and lands
associated with Kilderry House

Landscape Description
Land Form

Steep mourain slopes give way to gently undulating farmland, then long alluvial flatlands
adjacent to the Lough. The distinct northward rise of the mountains is reflected at sea level as the
GARS a2dziKSNY LI I AYy yINNRBga (2IsbeyphddledyeiQsiat t 2 A y
Muff where it clearly becomes Lough Foyle. It should also be noted that from a natural point of

view, lands within Northern Ireland (south of the LCA, but north of the river/Lough) are

intrinsically linked with the visual sensity of this area.

& aSY2ANE @Rdpledby Willi@nStasadz® @ueries 2 dzy
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Situation

The parish of Muff in Donegal, being a division of Templemore, separated frothatyear 1809
o8 OO 2F LINIAIFYSYyd OFftfSR G4KS tNAYFGSQa !

(@
(kN
S

NATURAL FEATURES

Soil

The soils is rather fruitful where well cultivated, but the want of limestone or marl and the
monopoly of sea manures by the framers whose farms are washed by thaHoylirious to them

that are less favourable circumstanced.

Mountains and Rivers

.............. the mountains form a chain from the southwest to the northeast.

the rivers, or rather brooks, are those of Muff, Drumskellan, Ture and Aught, as the mountains
already mentioned form the north western boundary.

Plantations & Quarries

The principal plantation is that of Kilderry. There are different kinds of stone quarries in this parish.
Iskaheen and Drumskellan abounds with excellent building stone. Hkitdrethere is plenty of
middling freestone. There is also a freestone quarry in Ture and an excellent quarry of paving
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stone on the seahore. The soft white freestone of the latter place is carried to Londonderry, by
which several poor families are ésad to make a livelihood.

There is a slate quarry in Glashmere mountain which, if sunk to the proper depth, would be of
value.

MODERN TOPOGRAPHY
DSyitSYryQa {SFia

The mansion house of Kilderry, the residence of Lieutébaneral Hart, M.P.for the county

Donegal, is the principal modern structure in the parish; next in order the mansion house of Ture,
the residence of Captain Valentine; and thirdly Muff Lodge, built by Dean Baranrd when Dean of
Derry, are the only buildings of notice in this parish.

Town of Muff

Muff is the principal town, another village in the parish which is neither very compact nor regular
but in a state of improvement

Scenery

The scenery is much enlivened by the River Foyle, whose western shore bounds the northeast
extremity of theparish, the navigation of Derry etc. Latterly the unique appearance of the steam
packets plying from Glasgow to that city contribute their part to render the scene both agreeable
and delightful to the north west. The range of mountains already menti@iesgasons attracting
the vapours exhaled from the northern or western ocean, render the scene rather gloomy.

Communications

The great road leading from Londonderry to Greencastle intersects the parish from west to north
leaving a small segment along tehore of the Foyle. The next road of note commences....... in the
village of Muff, running in a northwestern direction passing the church, the meeting house, hence
to Birdstown, Burnfoot church, town of Fahan and Buncrana.

There are several other roadsrouch importance, the chief of which branches from the great
leading road at Ture and, stretching westwards at a mile and a half, passes the mass house of
Iskaheen and, about 3 miles further, unites with the second road at Burnfoot...........

Another roa branches the great road leading to Greencastle, ascends the hill and passes the
L2f A0S o0FNNI O] FNRY KSYyOS (KNRdzAK Df Syd23KSNJ i

Theabove edited description of the Parish of Muff, whilst written circa 1835, coinciding tgth t
first ordnance Survey, is largely recognisable today. The natural state and features are virtually

unchanged with a few exceptions which are highlighted below.
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The published memoirs do not provide a full description of the parish of Burt, which is also
included in this LCA; although there are several references made in a detailed description of Lough

Swilly.

A large part of the parish of Burt is made up from land which has been reclaimed from former slob
lands which connected Lough Foyle and LoughSaiiltl which essentially made Inishowen an

island.

In its modern, altered state, these large areas of rich flat land are used for agriculture with only
very limited development. Occasional isolated areas of raised ground formed defensible positions
that controlled access from the natural deep water harbour between Inch and Rathmullan, on
Lough Swilly towards the city of Derry. This landscape is very important for migrating birds and a
knowledge of the presence of pyg@antation fortifications at Burt, Inchnd Grianan are essential

to understanding the defence of Derry itseln observation not lost on Sir Henry Dowcra, whose

military campaign map records these.

Landscape Condition and Sensitivity to Change

This LCA presents the image of a rural, but higiepulation density. At the lower elevations,
residential homes on large plots of land dot the landscape. On the hillsides, small farms are evenly
dispersed. Short hedgerows typically define boundaries and are punctuated by clusters of Oak
and Ash.

The receding ridgeline of Eskaheen and Scalp Mountains are a distinct feature. The uplands of the
mountains are also easily defined by the abrupt end of cultivated land. Equally, the breadth of the
Lough, when visible, dominates the landscape. Sensitéxes include those from along the main
coastal road (R238) and views from upper elevations oriented east. Of significance is the view

fromDNJ YAl Q&4 DI LE 6KSNB (KS KAftasz [2daK FyR KSN

Recent development has diluted theiral character of the villages and countryside. While
controls might be in place to prevent inappropriate future development, intervention should be

considered to rectify elements that have resulted in a disassociated landscape.

This border area has egqmed significant development over the last 40 years, with the exception of
more recent housing development and commercial fuel premises around Muff, Burnfoot and
Bridgend. Tax and currency differences, coupled with a very close proximity to the cityrpf Der
have driven new development of this kind, which has currently stalled because of the poor state of
the economy. Whilst there are measures in place to control the extent these villages, and

measures to control urban generated housing within the rure¢aa, these have not been
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village of Muff and, in the rural hinterland, many examples of partially constructed, and poorly

designed and built oneff houses laid ot in ribbons along rural roadsides.

The landscape has been permanently defaced in many places. There is now an opportunity to
consider the future with the benefit of recent experience and it is clear that better controls are
needed in relation to the qudy, siting and design of new buildings in the countryside and

associated mitigating landscaping measures.

The need for a further new housing development in the future is also not proven and the current

building stock needs to be used more intelligently

The villages already mentioned have capacity for futatenisification of use, providethat they

are developed in a structured planned way using an urban model that respects the strong
townscape form of traditional rural Irish towns. The championifg o O2 YYdzy AG& f SR
RSaA3dy atldSySyidae¢ o0& GKS I SNARGIFIS /2dzyOAt = Aa

this ambition in future.

Principles for Landscape Management

o0 Rural areas need to be considered much more carefully in future laagblysical impact of
new structures on the landscape and setting assessed. Open high ground overlooking the
Foyle is particularly vulnerable.

o Outside the village centres of Muff and Burnfoot, the landscape has limited capacity to accept
new developmentithout further change to its character. New proposals should be designed
to minimise their impact on the landscape. The current practise of accepting nearby
development as precedent for new development is not sustainable in the long term;
boundaries of aceptability are stretched incrementally.

o The mountain uplands have a distinct, raw character. Further development, including
telecommunications and services, should be prevented.

o Itis also noted that there are a small number of well preserved histatiaahan settlements
and associated fields patterns that are substantially intact. In common, with many elements
of the historic environment, the natural elements are better preserved than associated
buildings. These important rural features should betected and wherever possible reuse of
abandoned traditional buildings encouraged. New development in these locations must be
appropriately scaled and respectful of the historic setting

0 The distinct character of land around historic demesnes is a fudhem of concern. Where
ownership changes and estates are broken up, this is often a cause of damage to the character
of the original. The Kilderry House estate is a good example of this where, probably the
largest 18' century designed landscape in Inisten, largely intact until the 2Dcentury, has
been damaged through gradual erosion at the periphery. Recent development pressures have
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accelerated this process so that housing estates between the main road and former
landscaped areas, public sports gnal and other new features, which although worthy have
damaged the historic setting because this has not been properly understood. Local planning
policies, such as those generated through village design statements are a necessary part of
preventing this eosion and casual damage in the future.

Principles for Accommodating New Development

o New development, or changes to the landscape pattern, such as hedgerow removal and
enlarging of fields , may lead to the erosion of its distinctive landscape character.

o The materials, massing and colour of new farm buildings are also visually significant since
these elements are so prominent in the wider landscape

o The majority of new residential development should be located within existing village
boundaries

0 Residentiadevelopment within the wider landscape should only be located within existing
townland clusters where the scale integrates closely with the historic development pattern;
alternative means of dealing with waste water and road traffic standard are required i
these locations to prevent damage to the historic environment arising from damage to
existing outbuildings, walls and hedges. Group sewerage schemes, local traffic calming and
similar collective measures may be the only means to protection of what fasa
disappearing feature of the landscape. Reuse of existing structures is considered to be a key
element in this approach.

o Development in other rural areas should include proposals for landscape design as an
integral part of the planning submission acanditions subsequently enforced

o In an effort to mitigate vehicular traffic, solidify village identity and enhance public amenity,
a public realm plan for Muff, and endorsed by the community, should be produced to guide
any future development.
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v LD[ DINDBURNFOQ@MHistoric Landscape Characterisation

A reviewof the historical documentation relating to the landscape study area shows a flat plain
along the Foyle shore starting at a narrow point stretching from Three Trees in the north to Muff

village matching the Irish translation of the village place name.

¢tKS flFYyR FTNRY vdzA3df SeéQa t2Ayild &a2dzikKgl NRa | f2y:
Galjdz NBRé FAStRa FrLEfAy3a (261 NRa [2dzZaK C2ef So
There are vestiges of the older road to Greencastlenfiderry, parallel and slightly uphill of the

R238 linking the former clachan settlements gradually absorbed into single farms as the rundale
system declined and 80 Sy (i dzZNB | INR Odzf (1 dzNJF f WAYLINR ZGSYSyiaQ

Eskaheen is located on high ground above Llough on the mountain route to Buncrana from
5SNNE © {Gd tFONAO] O2y@SNISR 923KIYy hQbSAff

(kN
NS

son of Niall of the Nine Hostages and from whom Inis Eoghain/ Inishowen obtains its names.
Eoghain is said to have been buried at Eskaheen in the vyear 465.
{Gd t I GNRAO]T Q& AYy La1lIKSSy omTyHO Aa 2yS 2F (K:

use; the ruin of the medieval church is located in the road opposite.

The historical importance of this sih settlement reflects its location on the only route from Derry
to Buncrana and west Inishowen which avoided sloblands around Burnfoot. The road around this

latter area is thought to have been improved in the course of tH2deéhtury.

This area is #t characterised by its historic farming settlements; a significant number of
vernacular buildings associated with this tradition have survived. Two storey vernacular
farmhouses and barns are spaced along the road to Eskaheen. As described in thec®rdnan
Survey Memoirs, the bigger better resourced farms were located lower down the hill towards the

[ 2dzZ3KQa SR3ISO® 9f aSOKSNBZ G 5NHzYyl ONRP&aaxz | N

associated building clusters only partially survive.

Whitewased buildings with slate roofs are the most characteristic type, although there are a
significant number of buildings with boarded roof with tarred canvas coverings, a type that is still

found in Inishowen, although increasingly rare.

The landscape arounHilderry at Muff and Birdstown are distinguished with big plantations of
trees. Kilderry, home of the Hart family, contains the remains of one of the most extensive
designed landscapes and commercial tree plantations in County Donegal. The original house

enclosed an oval lawn in front, with vistas, heronry, parterre, ponds and a model farm. Only the
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central block of the house survives today and the estate has been carved up into housing plots and
small holdings under a canopy of mature trees which caito indicate the former extent of

the estate.

Muff village was a typical post Plantation town, with a small main street and church established in
O2yedzyOllA2y 6AGK GKS WoA3d K2daAaSQo 2 KAf A0 GKS
village encircld with housing estates and its main street lined with petrol stations is
unrecognisable from its historic foundations, any features of historical interest have gradually

been erased in the pursuit of profit. The town is less interesting to visitors thre it®historical

features are lost.

Birdstown Demesne is the other significant estate in this area; primarily designed as, and still in
use as a farm contained within a dense wooded and protective landscape, almost invisible to the

outside.

Further to thewest the landscape changes with wide open views towards Lough Swilly, Inch island

and the medieval military landscape of Inch and Burt Castles, Elaghmore to the south overlooked

by Grianan fort. Now rich farmland, these low lying lands just outside @#e drea were once

sloblands which controlled the link between Lough Foyle and the natural deep water harbour of

[ 2dAK {gAtfteod ¢tKS O2yiNRt 2F GKS atz2o0flyRa oé

portion of Inishowen until this link was brek in the course of the Ulster Plantation.

¢tKS O2yaidNHOGAZY 2F [ALY alOl 2NX¥AO01 Q& OKdINDK 2
followed the ancient relationship of church and field that has been observed elsewhere in study,
Tamlacht above Magilliggand Taughboyne above the fields of the Laggan. Thisis a relationship

that is diminished as the village of Burt is gradually suburbanised. This buildiad,in a
newspaper poll as the best 2@entury building in Ireland, is of internationagsificance and its

setting is as significant as the building fabric. Unfortunate recent development and municipal
interventions such as street lighting have significantly diminished the setting of this sacred

building.

The Landscape Character area could bsubdivided further based on the topographical

characteristics highlighted by the analysis of its history of land use.
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vi LD[ 9, Q{ t hLdphistéricadl natbhral lardgcapes; geology

-
[ A

Narsault

o

Figurell5¢ Tellus Border Soil (green) &ream (orange) Samples

The geological setting refers to the natural material state landscape as it has formed without the
AYGSNBSYyGA2Y 2F YIyo ¢KS F2tft26Ay3 YILI YR i
thLb¢d. ! wbChh¢ I daRBAONK SR & KS a@riifishal by b £ { dz
Geological Survey of Ireland 1889:

G59¢! L[ 95 S5¢METAMQRPHIC RACKS.

The country immediately west and nostlest of Londonderry is hilly, though no great height is
attained ; the most remarkablelevation being the hill of Greenan, crowned by the ancient fort
called theGrianan na Aileachiprming a prominent object formany miles around. Although only
attaining a height of 803 feet, yet, owing to its position, an excellent idea of the physical
geography of the district can be obtained from the summit. To the north and-eagthare the
Inishowen mountains; northwest is Lough Swilly, with the island of Inch, and the rocky country
about Carowen and Finwell hill, occupying an insular position grit@nextensive alluvial plains

that stretch along the soutkeastern shores of the Lough from Burnfort to the Blanket Nook ; while
to the east, a narrower continuation of the same plain extends along the valley to Pennyburn, near
Rosses

Bay. Soutkeastward an irregular line of low hills stretches towards the Foyle to the vicinity of the
city of Londonderry, which stands on what was, till recently, an island in that river a little to the
southwest of Rosses Bay. Most of this district is composed of mepaimaocks, except a strip of
Carboniferous beds along the sowtlestern and southern shores of Lough Foyle; the margin of a
basin, which must originally have extended over the whole area now occupied by the Lough, and to
the erosion of which that inledf the sea is probably due .

LOWER CARBONIFEROUS ROCKS.
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Calciferoussandstone SerigsStrata referable to this series occupy a strip of country along the
shores of Lough Foyle from Craigboy to Culmore, having an average width of about half a mile,
exceptat Muff where it is a mile wide, and is separated from the metamorphic rocks, for the most
part, by a line of fault. The beds consist of red and #edbured coarse sandstone, pebbly

guartzose sandstone, and conglomerate. In the upper part sandy stitthegellowish sandstones
occur, of similar character to those on the south and east of Lough Foyle ; and like them, evidently
belong to the same formation as the Dungiven beds (Upper Calciferous Sandstone).

To the northeast these beds appearonthe2shNBE Yy ST NJ | yO0SQa t2Aydx | f
where they consist of greyisbhite pebbly and generally calcareous sandstone ; but, as the section

is followed southwards, red conglomerates appear and ultimately predominate. At a mile south of
Carrowkeéthese beds are cut off by a transverse fault, which is visible on the shore at low water,
where rustyyellow quartzose schists of the metamorphic series are brought sharply against the
Carboniferous sandstones. At Aught bridge these latter reappeamgithitiere are few openings

on the shore southwards; but good sections may be observed in most of the stream courses. In the
stream which enters Lough Foyle, near Ture House, relddigin sandstones and coarse flags are

seen close to the road. Higher up pebbly sandstones with red and purple sandy shales, which

are bent over into an anticline and dip against the metamorphic rocks at a high angle. To the
az2dzikgSald eStf2¢ alyRaidz2ySa FLIWISEFN Ay | dzr NNB
purplebeds, apparently the southwest part of the anticline just described, are met with in the

adjacent stream, close to the fault that bounds the metamorphic rock series.-Nesthof Muff

coarse red pebbly sandstones, succeeded by others of a yellow aodoonet with in a stream,

and close to the road which crosses it a little north of the village, these latter disintegrate into

sand, which is dug out for scouring purposes. West, of the village, rquldisle pebbly

sandstones appear in the stream neae tthurch, and to the soutivest, near Knowehead, rest
unconformably on the metamorphic rocks.

Alittle southrwest of the village pebbly sandstones were observed in a watercourse on the east of
the road leading to Ballyarnet, but no further sections aséie, though there can be no doubt
that the rock extends under the adjacent raised beach.

DRIFT DEPOSITS, RAISED BEACHES, PEAT BOGS

Sandand Gravel¢ These deposits are found along the greater part of the shore of Lough Foyle,
and in some places spreado extensive terraces, as at Kilderry, near Muff.

RaisedBeacheg; An extensive raised beach, probably the representative of tHee2?®heach of
Scotland, borders the alluvial plain sowhst of Inch Island, continuing to the southwest along the
valley between Carowen and Burt, opening into the Blanket Nook, while to the east it occupies the
valley that extends from Burnfoot, in a sowghsterly direction to Pennyburn, the average height
observed being 32 feet.

At Farland Point, south of In¢sland, and along the coast of Lough Swilly sewgistwards
portions of a raised beach at the same elevation remain. This deposit mostly consists of fine bluish
grey muddy sand, often containing fragments of shells.

Intake ¢ The largest extent of intakey reclaimed land, is that before referred to as lying seuth
east of Inch Island. Much of this ground is under cultivation, chiefly as pdatgrend cornfields.
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On the shore of Lough Foyle, soatst of Muff, a considerable intake has been made, Hata
larger tracts to the north, adjoining the low flat shore of Kilderry, could also be reclaimed with
advantage, not only in the gain of land, but also in the improved navigation of the Lough.

Brick Clay In the plain of marine alluvium, west of Bfoat, much plastic clay suitable for making
bricks and tiles occurs, and extensive works for this manufacture are carried on here. Brick clay is
also found on the opposite shore of the Lough near Kilderry.

PRINCIPAL FAULTS

The largest and most importafdult in this district is that which traverses the sowthstern part

of the West Inishowen mountains, and reappears to the saugst at Carowen, on the opposite

side of the marine alluvial plain. This fault separates the slate rocks from the metamedpirits

and schists, and the evidence for its existence, as may be seen by-&énedip on the map, is of

the clearest character. The downthrow appears to be to the seasit. Another great fault,

bounds the strip of Carboniferous rocks that extendagthe shore of Lough Foyle and separates
them from those of the metamorphic serves. This is proved in some places as at Ture and Aught by
the position of the Carboniferous beds which dip directly against the schists, and also at Craigboy
where they lie aright angles to them. Even where the newer beds dip from the older, the angle of
dip is unusually high ; the rocks, too, show slicken sided surfaces, and other marks of disruption,
while springs of water abound along the line of junction. About the midiits course this fault is
shifted by a smaller one bearing nearly N. and S., the evidence for which, as before remarked, is
apparent on the shore at low water.

MINERALS

Bog ironore ¢ A little of this deposit is raised on the eastern slope of Glaakiiby N.W. of
Aughtbridge. The ore is largely diffused over the entire district, of various qualities, in some places
being abundant and in others scarce. It has been largely exported both as an iron ore and for the

purification of gas ; butof lateye@ar ¢ KA & Ay RdzaGNEB KFa 3INBFGte FIf¢
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Figure116¢ Muff historical geological mapping 1889 (c) GSI

Core Document
Foyle Landscape ProjetcHeritage Asset Aud{Donegal Region)

Page200



vi LD[ 9, Q{ t h Ldphistérical natbrél laridgcapes; ecology
LYF2NXIGA2Y 2y GKS SO2f 2 Peint Pafidscapy Chiafades Brga id S| R
available from a variety of sources. In addition to NPWS data, current sources include references
relating to protected sites. The following pages offer an overview of these with a synopsis

confirming the significant fgures written by ecologist Ralph Sheppard.
Ly FylFfeaira 2F vdzh 3icB&Raph Shegparg & . dzZNYy F220G 902f 23

Half of this Landscape Character Area (LCA) is very similar to the adjacent one to the north
LYAdaK26Sy |1 SFR (2 v dze mhairfyesstlopingagrigultugal land dofigkthe O 2 Y LIN
western shore of Lough Foyle. The slope is fairly steep and soon reaches marginal land, around
Eskaheen at 150m, above which is upland habitat and outside the reach of this project. The
southern half swigs inland and west across the base of the Inishowen Peninsula. This is the lower
slope of Scalp Mountain, and the shallow valley of the Burnfoot River at the bottom. It is graced

with a number of large broadleaved woodlands, as well as the usual snmattefi conifer

plantations.

1 The series of narrow wooded glens incised into the east Inishowen slope, which are such a
FSIFGdzZNBE 2F GKS LyAakKz2¢gSy |1 SIR (G2 vdza3fSeQa t
far as Muff. They are still partially woodeshd are bound to be locally important reservoirs
of wildlife, and corridors for the movement of species through the countryside.

2 Perhaps not so ancient, but undoubtedly more impressive, are the woodlands at Ardmore,
Lisnagra and Gortcormacan. Red Selsrstill thrive here, and now also Jays. Although
considerably altered by felling and-ptanting, a good variety of native woodland types can
still be identified at Lisnagra, a large woodland owned by Coillte (the state forestry company),
and managedas one of their Biodiversity Areas.

3 Tiny fragments of bogs remain in the flat bottom of the valley. Woodland mostly surrounds
them, and is now doing its best to overgrow them. These bogs probably represent the
remains of what would have been valley baga variant of blanket bog that shares some of
its characteristics with the raised bogs of midland Ireland. It would be a shame if these were
to disappear completely. They are too small and damaged to be worthy of a national or
European conservation dgmation, but seem ideally suited for at least one of them to be
protected and restored as a Local Nature Reserve. The educational value alone of such a
project would be enormous.

4 The shore of Lough Foyle expands to the south, towards Muff. Here xtiemteof mud
exposed at low tide is more comparable with the huge areas on the Co. Derry shore than
elsewhere on the west bank. Accordingly, larger numbers of wading birds and duck are found
here than in their narrower strip of muddy short north of Quii@ & ¢ cartaighyiienough
to justify the SPA designation which has been applied.

The following maps and site descriptions are available on the NPWS website indicate the protected
areas that are located within the LCA study region.
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SITE SYNOPSIS
SITENAME: LOUGH FOYLE SPA

SITE CODE: 004087

G¢KS aAridsS O2YLINR&aSa || aSodAazy 2F GKS ¢gSaidSNy a
Point in Co. Donegal. The site is part of the larger 4sosder Lough Foyle complex which

regularly supports in exss of 20,000 wintering waterbirds. The majority of the wintering
waterbirds that utilise this site occur along the southern and eastern shoreline of Lough Foyle in
Derry, which is also designated as an SPA in Northern Ireland.

The site is selected as aeSial Protection Area (SPA) under the E.U. Birds Directive, as it is part of
an internationally important wetland site that regularly supports in excess of 20,000 wintering
waterbirds. The assemblage of birds that utilise Lough Foyle includes interrigtion@drtant
populations of Whooper Swan (811), Litpellied Brent Goose (3,765) and Baited Godwit

(2,059), and nationally important populations of a further 18 species: Great Crested Grebe(148),
.So6A01Qa {6y oO6no0ZX DNBWigech (ODPLRE Eedl (660p Malard> { KSf R
(1,635), Redbreasted Merganser (82), Oystercatcher (3,101), Golden Plover (4,562), Lapwing
(4,024), Knot (499), Dunlin (4,991), Curlew (2,265), Redshank (988}h&idekl Gull (2,212),
Common Gull (2,846) and HegiGull (1,261g all counts are five year mean peaks for the entire
Lough Foyle complex during the period 1995/96 to 1999/2000. The E.U. Birds Directive pays
particular attention to wetlands and, as these form part of this SPA, the site and its associated
waterbirds are of special conservation interest for Wetland & Waterbirds.

Lough Foyle SPA is of high ornithological importance as it is part of an internationally important
wetland site that regularly supports internationally important populations of Vleo®wan,
Lightbellied Brent Goose and Biled Godwit, and nationally important populations of a further
18 species.

Conservation Objectives

The overall aim of the Habitats Directive is to maintain or restore the favourable conservation
status of hditats and species of community interest. These habitats and species are listed in
the Habitats and Birds Directives and Special Areas of Conservation and Special Protection
Areas are designated to afford protection to the most vulnerable of them. These tw
designations are collectively known as the Natura 2000 network.

The maintenance of habitats and species within Natura 2000 sites at favourable conservation
condition will contribute to the overall maintenance of favourable conservation status of those
habitats and species at a national level.

Gavia arcticgwintering]
Podiceps cristatusvintering]
Cygnus columbianywintering]
Cygnus cygnysvintering]
Anser ansejwintering]

Branta bernicla hrotgwintering]
Tadorna tadorngwintering]
Anas penelopéwintering]
Anas creccwintering]

Anas platyrhynchopvintering]
Somateria mollisim@vintering]
Mergus serratofwintering]
Haematopus ostralegysvintering]
Pluvialis apricarigwintering]

O OO0 O0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0OOo

Core Document
Foyle Landscape ProjetcHeritage Asset Aud{Donegal Region) Page202



O OO0 O0OO0OO0OO0OO0OOo

Vanellus vanellugvintering]

Calidris alpingwintering]

Limosa lapponicgwintering]
Numenius arquatgwintering]

Tringa totanugwintering]
Chroicocephalus ridibund{isintering]
Larus canufwintering]

Larus argentatugwintering]
Wetlands[]

Lough Foyle SPA 004087

Features of Interest
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Redthroated Diver Gavia stellatg [A001]

Great Crested GrebPd¢diceps cristaty§A005]
Bewick's SwarQygnus columbiany$A037]
Whooper SwanGygnus cygnigA038]

Greylag GooseAfiser ansgr[A043]

Lightbellied Brent Goos@&(anta bernicla hrota[A046]
Shelduck{adornatadorna) [A048]

Wigeon Anas penelopgA050]

Teal Anas creccp[A052]

Mallard (Anas platyrhynchgqdA053]

Eider Somateria mollissima

Redbreasted MergansemMergus serratoy [A069]
Oystercatcherflaematopus ostralegigA130]
Golden Ploveuvialisapricarig [A140]

Lapwing Vanellus vanell)dA142]

Knot Calidris canutuysA143]

Dunlin Calidris alpina[A149]

Bartailed Godwit Limosa lapponidgA157]

Curlew Numenius arquatih[A160]

RedshankTringa totanu$ [A162]

Blackheaded Gull@hroicocepalus ridibundus[A179]
Common Gulllarus canus[A182]

Herring Gulll{arus argentatus[A184]
2SGflyRa 9 2FGSNDBANRAE ! ppdpb ¢
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Figure117¢ 004087 Lough Foyle Special Protection Area (SPA) (c) OSI
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Figure11% Coillte Map Viewer; woodlandsé& protected sites; Muff Plain
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v, LD[ 9, Q{ t h Ldhtericdl cnltur@l tahdgécape; Barony

Figure120¢ Moville Sloges are the northeastern part part of the Barony of Inishowen marked in pale orange on this
t KAfALIQa !Gfla al Ll my dpr o

The barony divisions in Ireland often relate to areas of government that were established in the

medieval period.

The baronyof Inishowen cBINB & L2 Y Ra (2 hQ52KSNIeQad fFyR&a& AYYS
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